
SENATE . . . .  No.  I l l

To accompany the petition of the mayor and city council of the 
city of Westfield and others relative to biennial municipal elections in 
said city. Cities.

Cf)e C om m o n to ea l tJ )  of

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

All Act relative to Biennial Municipal Elections in 
the City of Westfield.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1. Beginning with the second Tues-
2 day of December in the year nineteen hundred
3 and twenty-four, municipal elections in the city
4 of Westfield for the choice of mayor, members of
5 the city council, members of the school committee
6 and members of the board of directors or trustees
7 of the Westfield Athenaeum shall be held bi-
8 ennially, on the second Tuesday of December in
9 every even-numbered year.

1 Se c t io n  2. The terms of the mayor and mem-
2 bers of the city council of said city shall be for
3 two years and until their successors are duly
4 elected and qualified in their stead. The mem-
5 bers of the city council elected from the several
6 wards in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-
7 three shall continue to hold office until the election



8 and qualification o f their successors who shall be
9 elected at the biennial election in the year nine-

10 teen hundred and twenty-six. The inauguration
11 meeting of the city government shall he held on
12 the first M onday of January following the election
13 of its members; provided, that, if the first Monday
14 of January falls on a holiday, the said meeting
15 shall take place on the following day.

1 Se c t io n  3. At the biennial municipal elec-
2 tion to be held in the year nineteen hundred and
3 twenty-four and at every biennial election there-
4 after, except as otherwise provided in this section,
5 all members of the school committee to be elected
6 shall be chosen for terms of four years each. The
7 members of said committee elected in nineteen
8 hundred and twenty-two shall continue to hold
9 office until the election and qualification of their

10 successors, who shall be elected at the biennial
11 election in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-
12 six. At the municipal election to be held in the
13 year nineteen hundred and twenty-six, four mem-
14 bers of the school committee shall be elected to
15 fill the vacancies occurring in the following Jan-
16 uary, and of the members so elected one shall be
17 elected for the term of two years and three for
18 terms of four years each.

1 Se c t io n  4. Such provisions of chapter two
2 hundred and ninety-four of the acts of nineteen
3 hundred and twenty, as amended by  chapter six
4 hundred and thirty-one of the acts of the same



5 year, as are inconsistent with this act are hereby
6 repealed.

1 Se c t io n  5. Chapter eighteen of the Special
2 Acts of the year nineteen hundred and nineteen
3 is hereby amended by striking out section one and
4 inserting in place thereof the following: —  Sec-
5 tion 1. The management and control of the
6 Westfield Athenaeum, incorporated by chapter
7 eighty-eight of the acts of eighteen hundred and
8 sixty-four, shall hereafter be vested in a board of
9 directors or trustees consisting of not less than

10 nine nor more than fifteen, of whom three shall be
11 elected by the legal voters of the city of Westfield
12 as hereinafter provided. The remaining directors
13 or trustees shall be elected by the members of the
14 corporation for such terms, not exceeding three
15 years, as the corporation may prescribe in its by-
16 laws. At the biennial municipal election in the
17 year nineteen hundred and twenty-four one direc-
18 tor or trustee shall be elected to serve for two
19 years, one to serve for four years, and one to serve
20 for six years from the first M onday of the Jan-
21 uary following, and at each biennial municipal
22 election thereafter one director or trustee shall
23 be elected to serve for six years. The term of
24 office of the trustees elected at the municipal
25 elections in the years nineteen hundred and
26 twenty-two and nineteen hundred and twenty-
27 three shall terminate upon the election and qual-
28 ification of the trustees elected under this section
29 in the year nineteen hundred and twenty-four.



1 S e c t io n  6. A vote on the question of grant-
2 ing licenses for the sale of certain non-intoxicating
3 beverages, as required by the provisions of chapter
4 one hundred and thirty-eight of the General Laws
5 or by  any other general provision of law, as long
6 as said provisions shall be in effect, shall, begin-
7 ning with the year nineteen hundred and twenty-
8 four, be taken biennially in the city of Westfield
9 at the biennial election provided for in this act.

1 Se c t io n  7. The provisions of sections one to
2 six, inclusive, of this act shall be submitted to the
3 voters of the city of Westfield for their acceptance
4 at the state election in the current year in the
5 form of the following question to be printed on
6 the official ballot: “ Shall sections one to six, in-
7 elusive, of an act passed by  the general court in
8 the year nineteen hundred and twenty-four en-
9 titled ‘ An Act relative to biennial municipal

10 elections in the city of Westfield’ be accepted?”
11 If a majority of the voters voting thereon vote in
12 the affirmative in answer to said question, then
13 sections one to six, inclusive, of this act shall take
14 effect in said city; otherwise they shall not take
15 effect.


