
No. 344SENATE
To accompany the petition of Abbott B. Bice that the charges for

support of patients at State sanatoria be regulated. Public Institu-
tions.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

An Act to regulate the Charges for Support of
Patients at State Sanatoria.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and eleven
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-3 ing out section sixty-six and inserting in place
4 thereof the following;
5 Section 66. Except as provided in the last
6 sentence of this section, the charges for the sup-
-7 port of each inmate in the state sanatorium at
8 Westfield and in the state sanatorium at Lake-
-9 ville, and of each non-adult inmate in the state

10 sanatorium at North Reading, shall be seven
11 dollars a week. Such charges for those not hav-
-12 ing known settlements in the commonwealth
13 shall be paid by it, and may afterward be re-
-14 covered by the state treasurer of the patients, if
15 they are able to pay, or of any person or kindred
16 bound by law to maintain them, or of the place
17 of their settlement subsequently ascertained;
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18 but for those having known settlements in the
19 commonwealth the charges shall be paid either
20 by the persons bound to pay them or by the town
21 where such inmates had their settlement, unless
22 security to the satisfaction of the commissioner
23 is given for their support. If any person or
24 town refuses or neglects to pay such charges the
25 state treasurer may recover the same to the use
26 of the sanatorium. A town which pays the
27 charges for the support of an inmate of a state
28 sanatorium shall have like rights and remedies
29 to recover the amount thereof, with interest and
30 costs, from the town of his settlement, or from
31 such person of sufficient ability, or from any per-
-32 son bound by law to maintain him, as if such
33 charges had been incurred in the ordinary support
34 of such inmate.
35 Except as provided in the last sentence of
36 this section, the charges for the support of each
37 adult inmate in the state sanatorium at North
38 Reading, and of each inmate in each of the other
39 state sanatoria except those at Westfield and
40 Lakeville, admitted to such sanatorium by virtue
41 of any contract between a city of one hundred
42 thousand or more inhabitants and the depart-
-43 ment, or by virtue of any contract between the
44 county commissioners of any county and the de-
-45 partment, shall be as provided in such contract.
46 Charges for any person admitted to any state
47 sanatorium under this paragraph may be re-
-48 covered by the state treasurer from the city or
49 county by virtue of whose contract with the
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50 department such person was admitted, and
51 thereupon the provisions of the last sentence of
52 the preceding paragraph, so far as applicable,
53 shall enure to the benefit of such city or town.
54 The department, however, after such investi-
-55 gation as it deems necessary, may agree with
56 any person, or with his guardian, relatives or
57 friends, for his support as an inmate in a state
58 sanatorium at a charge of 'not less than four nor
59 more than seven dollars a week, and if such
60 charges are not paid when due the state treasurer
61 may recover the same from the person responsi-
-62 ble therefor to the use of the sanatorium.




