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Senate, March 11, 1924.

The committee on Election Laws to whom was referred
the petition (with accompanying bill, Senate, No. 268) of
Clarence W. Dealtry that voters enrolled in one political
party be prohibited from voting in the caucuses of another
political party; report the accompanying Bill (Senate, No.
368).

For the committee.

GEO. W. P. BABB

Cl je Commontuealtt) of St^assaclnisetts.
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CJ)t Commontocalti) of epassactmsetts.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

An Act to exclude from City Caucuses of Political
Parties Voters enrolled in another Political Party.
Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section sixty-two of chapter fifty-
-2 one of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 adding at the end thereof the following: Said
4 lists, if intended for use in the caucus of a po-
-5 litical party held in a city, shall contain the party
6 enrollment of voters whose names appear thereon
7 established as provided in sections thirty-seven
8 and thirty-eight of chapter fifty-three, —so as
9 to read as follows: — Section 62. When a caucus

10 is called, the registrars, on the request of the
11 chairman of the ward or town committee of the
12 party whose caucus is to be held or of the person
13 designated to call the caucus to order, shall fur-
-14 nish him for use in the caucus a certified copy of
15 the last published voting list of the town, or of
16 the ward of the city for which the caucus is to be
17 held, adding thereto the names of voters regis-
-18 tered since such publication. Said lists, if in-
-19 tended for use in the caucus of a political party
20 held in a city, shall contain the party enrollment
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21 of voters whose names appear thereon established
22 as provided in sections thirty-seven and thirty-
-23 eight of chapter fifty-three.

1 Section 2. Section seventy-six of chapter
2 fifty-three of the General Laws is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “party” in the tenth
4 line, the words: ,

nor shall a voter who is en-
-5 rolled under section thirty-seven or thirty-eight
6 as a member of a political party be entitled to
7 vote in the caucus of another political party
8 held in a city while so enrolled, and by in-
-9 serting after the word “voter”, in the same line,

10 the words: , not hereinbefore disqualified, —-

11 so as to read as follows: - Section 76. Notices of
12 caucuses shall apply to all members of the party
13 calling them, and to them only. No person hav-
-14 ing voted in the caucus of one political party shall
15 be entitled to vote or take part in the caucus of
16 another political party within the twelve ensu-
-17 ing months; except that voting or taking part in
18 the caucuses of any municipal party by any
19 voter shall not affect his legal right to vote or to
20 take part in the caucuses of any political party,
21 for any other election, and having voted or taken
22 part in the caucuses of a political party for any
23 previous election, shall not affect his right to
24 vote or take part in the caucuses of any municipal
25 party, nor shall a voter who is enrolled under
26 section thirty-seven or thirty-eight as a mem-
-27 ber of a political party be entitled to vote in the
28 caucus of another political party held in a city
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29 while so enrolled. No voter, not hereinbefore
30 disqualified, shall be prevented from voting or
31 participating in any caucus if he takes the fol-
32 lowing oath, which shall be administered to him
33 by the presiding officer of the caucus;

34 You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you
35 are a registered voter in this ward (or town) and
36 have the legal right to vote in this caucus; that
37 you are a member of the political party holding
38 the same, and intend to vote for its candidates at
39 the polls at the election next ensuing; and that
40 you have not taken part or voted in the caucus of
41 any other political party for twelve months last
42 past.
43 Such voter may be challenged like any other
44 voter. Any person whose right to vote is chal-
45 lenged for any cause recognized by law shall not
46 be permitted to vote until he has taken the fore-
47 going oath; and the clerk or secretary of the
48 caucus shall make a record of the administration
49 of said oath to every person taking the same,
50 which record shall state whether or not said
51 person voted. The record shall be returned with
52 the proceedings of said caucus and shall be prima
53 facie evidence in any court that such person took
54 said oath and voted in said caucus.


