
Senate, April 25, 1924.

The committee on Constitutional Law, to whom was re-
ferred the petition (accompanied by proposal, House, No.
1524) of Robert H. Holt for a legislative amendment of the
Constitution giving the General Court authority to provide
for limited forms of town meetings in towns of less than
twelve thousand inhabitants, reports, in accordance with
a provision of Joint Rule No. 23, recommending that the
proposal accompanying said petition (see House, No. 1524)
ought to pass in the form of a new draft herewith sub-
mitted.

For the committee

WM. S. YOUNGMAN.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Four.

Proposal for a Legislative Amendment of the Con-
stitution relative to the Authority of the General
Court to provide Limited Forms of Town Meetings.
Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 A joint session of the Senate and House of
2 Representatives hereby declares it to be ex-
-3 pedient to alter the Constitution by the adoption
4 of the following Article of Amendment, to the end
5 that it may become a part of the Constitution, if
6 similarly agreed to in a joint session of the next
7 General Court and approved by the people at the
8 state election next following:

9
10 Article II of the Articles of Amendment to the
11 Constitution of the Commonwealth is hereby
12 amended by adding at the end thereof the follow-
-13 ing new paragraph:
14 Nothing in this article shall prevent the General
15 Court from erecting or constituting in any cor-
-16 porate town or towns in this Commonwealth
17 containing more than four thousand inhabitants
18 a form of town government providing for a town
19 meeting limited to such inhabitants of the town
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I

20 as may be elected to meet, deliberate, act and
21 vote in the exercise of the corporate powers of
22 the town subject to such restrictions and regu-
-23 lations as the General Court may prescribe; pro-
-24 vided, that it be with the consent, and on the
25 application of a majority of the inhabitants of
26 such town, present and voting thereon, pursuant
27 to a vote at a meeting duly warned and holden
28 for that purpose, so that said article will read
29 as follows: —■

30 Article 11. The general court shall have ful]
31 power and authority to erect and constitute mu-
-32 nicipal or city governments, in any corporate
33 town or towns in this commonwealth, and to
34 grant to the inhabitants thereof such powers,
35 privileges, and immunities, not repugnant to the
36 constitution, as the general court shall deem
37 necessary or expedient for the regulation and
38 government thereof, and to prescribe the manner
39 of calling and holding public meetings of the
40 inhabitants, in wards or otherwise, for the
41 election of officers under the constitution, and
42 the manner of returning the votes given at such
43 meetings. Provided, that no such government
44 shall be erected or constituted in any town not
45 containing twelve thousand inhabitants, nor un-
-46 less it be with the consent, and on the application
47 of a majority of the inhabitants of such town,
48 present and voting thereon, pursuant to a vote
49 at a meeting duly warned and holden for that
50 purpose. And provided, also, that all by-laws,
51 made by such municipal or city government, shall
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be subject, at all times, to be annulled by the52
53 general court.
54 Nothing in this article shall prevent the Gen-
55 eral Court from erecting or constituting in any
56 corporate town or towns in this Commonwealth
57 containing more than four thousand inhabitants
58 a form of town government providing for a town
59 meeting limited to such inhabitants of the town
60 as may be elected to meet, deliberate, act and
61 vote in the exercise of the corporate powers of
62 the town subject to such restrictions and regu-
63 lations as the General Court may prescribe;
64 provided, that it be with the consent, and on the
65 application of a majority of the inhabitants of
66 such town, present and voting thereon, pursuant
67 to a vote at a meeting duly warned and holden
68 for that purpose.


