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The committee on Public Institutions, to whom was re
ferred the report of the special commission established by- 
chapter 62 of the Resolves of 1923, to recommend a new 
location for the state prison (House, No. 1270) and petition 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 6o, of Lewis Parkhurst) 
that provision be made for a new state prison, after careful 
consideration, have deemed it advisable, for the following 
reasons, to report thereon the resolve printed as Senate, No. 
503, already referred to the Senate committee on Ways and 
Means: —

(1) The great expense involved in both proposals, the 
Deer Island project involving an estimated expenditure of 
two and one-half millions of dollars at a time when the pub
lic demand for reduced taxation must be heeded.

(2) The need of more careful study, if so large a sum is to 
be expended, with special reference to the future care and 
classification of prisoners and related matters. The estab
lishment of the prison at Deer Island would not bring us 
any nearer to the solution of these important problems.

(3) The imperative need of large expenditures in support 
of state institutions established to care for the mentally sick 
and feeble-minded whose claim upon the public treasury is 
doubtless entitled to more consideration than that of con
victed felons. Practically all of these state hospitals are 
over-crowded, rendering it impossible to care for the large 
increase in their population without the substantial enlarge- 
ment of existing facilities.

The resolve already reported (Senate, No. 503), as a sub
stitute measure, provides for the construction of a custodial 
wall, designed to include, when completed, a new state 
prison. The commonwealth owns a very large tract of land
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at Bridgewater which is available for this purpose. As this 
property has been utilized for many years for penal institu
tion purposes, there can be no serious objection to locating 
the state prison on this property. The resolve provides for 
the use of convict labor in the construction of the wall, 
which is to be under the supervision of the commissioner of 
correction, while the specific location, as well as the construc
tion, is subject to the approval of the governor and council. 
While the wall is in process of building, it is recommended 
that further study be made of the nature and type of the 
prison buildings to be erected within the confines of the wall, 
which should be made to conform to the policy of classifying 
prisoners adopted by the general court at the present session 
and to such changes and amplifications therein as the ex
perience of the next few years may render advisable. But 
a small annual appropriation will be required to bring the 
wall to completion.

For the committee,

ALVIN E. BLISS, 
Chairman.

S e n a t e , May 19, 1924.

Read, and sent to House for its information.

W ILLIAM  H. SANGER, Clerk.


