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The Finance Commission of the City of Boston.

To the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

In compliance with the provisions of section 33 of chap-
ter 30 of the General Laws, as amended by section 43 of
chapter 362 of the Acts of 1923, the Finance Commission
of the City of Boston has the honor to submit herewith
such parts of its annual report (Pub. Doc. No. 88) as con-
tain recommendations for legislative action with the ac-
companying bills.

Respectfully submitted,

THE FINANCE COMMISSION

« CHARLES L. CARR

Cl)t Commontoealti) of (^aosacDusctts

Chairman
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of Boston.
Takings of land for public purposes in the city of Boston

are made by the Board of Street Commissioners, under
section 31 of chapter 486 of the Acts of 1909, and in ac-
cordance with chapter 79 of the General Laws. It is the
practice of the board to make award of damages for land
takings without giving the persons whose land is to be
taken an opportunity to be heard. While such omission
may result in injustice to some owners it is taken advan-
tage of by others active in their own interests as an excuse
to bring pressure to bear upon the board to revise and
increase awards after the takings and awards have been
completed. It is also the practice of the board, acting
under the provisions of section 39 of chapter 79 of the Gen-
eral Laws, to allow persons entitled to damages to receive
the full amount of the award, and to retain the right to
bring legal proceedings for an additional Such
persons are thereby not only encouraged to bring suit
against the city, but they are furnished with the means of
trying to force the city to pay more than the original
award. The Finance Commission, in its report on the
Stuart Street widening (see Finance Commission’s Reports,
Volume XIX, pp. 132-140) made the following recom-
mendations: (1) That in future street widenings the board
of street commissioners hear the owners of land to be taken
on the question of damages prior to making the awards;
(2) That the street commissioners, having given the parties
interested an opportunity to be heard and having awarded
damages, shall thereafter make no changes in the awards;
(3) That all owners of property taken who refuse to accept
their awards made by the street commissioners be left to
their remedy in court. It now renews these recommen-
dations, with the additional one that power to make pro
tanto settlements be taken from the board and that these
recommendations be enacted into law.

I. Takings of Land by Eminent Domain by the City
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In the city of Boston neglected and dependent children
are committed to the custody of the Commissioner of
Institutions and by him placed out in houses. In 1911
(see Finance Commission’s Reports, Volume VII, p. 41)
the Finance Commission recommended to the Mayor that
the placing out of children be transferred to the state.
This report emphasized the expense that would be saved
the city. Recent investigations lead the Commission to
the belief that the welfare of the children requires this
transfer, and it now requests legislation to put its recom-
mendations into effect.

The City of Boston maintains a house of correction at
Deer Island, in accordance with section 8 of chapter 126
of the General Laws, which provides that a house or houses
of correction shall be maintained in each county, except
the county of Dukes. The Finance Commission in 1919,
in a report to the Mayor and City Council (see reports of
the Finance Commission, Volume XV, pp. 148-162) rec-
ommended that the inmates at Deer Island be transferred
to state institutions and that the house of correction be
closed. The Commission now renews its former recom-
mendation.

11. Transfer of Certain Powers of the Commissioner
of Institutions to the Department of Public Wel-
fare.

111. Closing of the Penal Institutions at Deer
Island.




