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An Act relative to Qualifications of Physicians certifying
to Insanity.

1 Section fifty-three of chapter one hundred and twenty-
-2 three of the General Laws is hereby amended by insert-
3 ing after the word “void”, in the twentieth line;
4 except when the application for commitment is con-
-5 tested and a date after the expiration of the said ten
6 days is determined by the court as the date for said
7 hearing, or wdien the commitment is made merely for
8 observation in the first instance, and either of these
9 facts appear in the final order of commitment, so as

10 to read as follows: Section 53. No physician shall
11 make a certificate of insanity under section fifty-one
12 unless he makes oath that he is a graduate of a legally
13 chartered medical school or college, that he has been in
14 the actual practice of medicine for three years since
15 his graduation and for three years last preceding the
16 making of said oath, and that he is registered as a
1‘ physician in accordance with chapter one hundred and
18 twelve, nor unless his standing, character, and profes-
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19 sional knowledge of insanity are satisfactory to the
20 judge. The physician who makes such certificate shall
21 have examined the alleged insane person within five
22 days of his signing and making oath to the certificate,
23 and shall state therein that in his opinion such person
24 is insane and a proper subject for treatment in a hos-
-25 pital for the insane, and the facts upon which his opinion
26 is based. A copy of the certificate, attested by the
27 judge, shall be delivered with the insane person to the
28 superintendent of the institution to which the person
29 shall have been committed to be kept on file with the
30 order of commitment, and said superintendent shall
31 forthwith transmit to the department copies of such
32 certificate, of the statement required by the following
33 section and of the order of commitment. Any certificate
34 bearing date more than ten days prior to the commit-
-35 ment of any person alleged to be insane shall be void,
36 except when the application for commitment is con-
-37 tested and a date after the expiration of the said ten
38 days is determined by the court as the date for said
39 hearing, or when the commitment is made merely for
40 observation in the first instance, and either of these
41 facts appear in the final order of commitment, and no
42 certificate shall be valid or received in evidence if signed
43 by a physician holding any office or appointment, other
44 than that of consulting or advisory physician, in an
45 institution for the insane to which such person is coni-

-46 mitted.






