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Department of Civil Service and Registration, Division of Optometry.

To the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
In accordance with the provisions of Section 33 of Chapter

30 of the General Laws, as amended by section 43 of chapter
362 of the acts of 1923, I have the honor to submit herewith
such parts of the annual report (Pub. Doc. No. 97) of the
Board of Registration in Optometry for 1925 as contain
recommendations for legislative action, together with drafts
of bills embodying the legislation recommended.

Respectfully,

HOWARD C. DOANE,

€ije Commontoealti) of egassacftusetts.

Chairman.
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Educational Standards.
Owing to the fact that the educational standards for the

profession of optometry have been raised to a higher plane
throughout the States, and the fact that the examinations
given by this Board are of such a high order from a tech-
nical as well as practical standpoint, we find that applicants
who are not graduates of recognized optometry schools find
it difficult to pass the examinations, and that the sentiment
prevailing throughout the country is that all registered op-
tometrists should be graduates of recognized optometry
schools, this Board recommends that section 68, chapter 112
of the General Laws be amended so as to make it necessary
for all applicants for examination and registration to be
graduates of an approved high school and an approved op-
tometry school. The law as it now stands permits a person
to secure a student certificate, which permits him to study
with a registered optometrist for a period of three years or
longer, when he is then eligible to take the examination
given by this Board.

This proposed amendment will tend to raise the educa-
tional standards and secure higher standards of proficiency
for those entering the practice of optometry and be a further
protection to the public against incompetency.

There is no provision in the law at present for an estab-
lished fee to be charged for examination and registration.
We therefore recommend that this be incorporated in section
68, chapter 112 of the General Laws.

Reciprocity.
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years’ actual practice in some other State before granting a
certificate of registration.

House to House Canvassing.

There have been many complaints registered with this
Board against the prevailing practice of optometrists can-
vassing and soliciting from house to house as itinerant op-
tometrists. In the opinion of the Board these complaints
are justified, as such practice tends to lower the standards
of the profession and allows a greater opportunity for the
practice of fraud, misrepresentation and deceit.

We therefore recommend that Section 70, Chapter 112 of
the General Laws be amended making it unlawful to can-
vass or solicit from house to house as itinerant optometrists.

Certificates to be returned.

In order to make it less possible for one other than the
rightful holder of a certificate of registration, to practice
optometry, it is desirable that all certificates that have been
revoked should be returned to the Board.

Sale of Glasses as Merchandise.
Many complaints come to the Board of the selling of

eyeglasses as merchandise without examination. Great in-
jury is done many persons in this practice and we strongly
recommend that the clause in Section 73 which permits the
sale of merchandise from permanently located and estab-
lished places of business except on prescription of Physicians
or Surgeons, or from Optometrists be eliminated so that all
persons dispensing eyeglasses, spectacles, or lenses shall be
properly licensed.

In order to conduct the examination for candidates,
particularly in the Practical Demonstration required, it is
necessary to have proper instruments and other equipment
and such equipment needs replenishment and addition from
time to time. We therefore recommend that the annual
license fee be increased from two dollars to five dollars
which will furnish sufficient funds to cover additional
expenses.
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