
HOUSE 144

Department of Public Health.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of chapter
30 of the General Laws, as amended by section 43 of chapter
362 of the acts of 1923, I have the honor to submit herewith
such parts of the annual report (Pub. Doc. No. 34) of this
Department for 1925 as contain recommendations for legis-
lative action, together with drafts of bills embodying the
legislation recommended.

Respectfully,

GEORGE H. BIGELOW, M.D
Commissioner of Public Health.
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This proposed legislation relative to subsidies to cities and
towns for cases of pulmonary tuberculosis amends section
76 of chapter 111 of the General Laws. The reasons for
these changes are:

(1) In order to facilitate the paying of this subsidy
through increasing the personnel which the Commissioner
may direct to examine these cases; and

(2) The inserting of the word “pulmonary” will clear up
an existing uncertainty as to the type of tuberculosis cases
entitled to this subsidy.

The Department feels that in view of the fact that a
number of communities in the State have required that only
tuberculin tested or pasteurized milk shall be offered for
sale, and since other states have enacted such legislation,
the time has come when such a step must be taken by
Massachusetts in order to protect the public health. It is
felt that under the proposed legislation this can be done
without seriously jeopardizing the industry.

In view of the rapid increase in the volume of this work
to the extent that it interferes with other activities of the
Department, being itself of no direct significance to the
public health, and in view of the fact that the courts may
order that this work be done elsewhere, the Department
feels that it should be relieved of this activity by the repeal
of section 54 of chapter 138 of the General Laws and
amendments thereto.

I. Legislation relative to Subsidies to Cities and
Towns for Cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

111. Examination of Liquor by the Department of
Public Health.

RECOMMENDATIONS

11. Legislation relative to the Sale of Milk.






