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Cf)t Commontuealtl) of Massachusetts.

Department of Public Safety.

of RepresentativTo the Honorable Senate and Hou;

In compliance with the provisions of section 33, of chapter
30 of the General Laws, as amended by section 43, chapter
362, Acts of 1923, I have the honor to transmit herewith
such parts of the annual report of the Department of
Public Safety (Pub. Doc. No. 32) for the fiscal year ending
November 30, 1925, as contain recommendations for legisla-
tive action, accompanied by
legislation recommended.

drafts of bills embodying the

RECOMMI NDATIONS.

Land in Connection with

ATIONS FOR PIoUSING STATEthe Location of St
Police.

In view of the fact that the location of stations of the
State Police Patrol are permanently fixed and deeming it
for the best interests of the Commonwealth that it, as
represented by these officers of the law, be so situated and
operate independently of any local influence, and further as
a measure of ultimate economy when compared with neces-
sary rentals, I recommend that legislation be enacted
authorizing the acquisition of such property.

1. Relative to acquiring

2. Relative to the Disposition of Property recovered
by State Police or Otherwise committed to the
Charge of the Commissioner of Public Safety.

Legislation governing the disposition of property recov-
ered by the State Police, the ownership of which remains
unknown, is entirely lacking and as there is now an accumu-
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lation of such property, and as it will undoubtedly accumu-
late in the future, it is necessary that legislation be enacted
to cover such disposition.

Relative to presenting False Proof of Loss in
Support of a Claim upon a Policy of Insurance.

Legislation tending to improve loss adjustment practices
in the settlement of insurance claims arising from fires would
be a distinct aid to the work of this department in the sup-
pression of incendiarism. In the course of the investigations
and prosecutions made by the inspectors of the Division of
Fire Prevention, facts have been developed which indicate
a need of improvement in this direction.

In order to provide means of eliminating the practice of
padding insurance claims resulting from fire losses, and of
detecting and punishing those who make or offer false or
fraudulent documents in support of fraudulent claims, I
recommend the enactment of a law relative to presenting a
false proof of loss in support of a claim upon a policy of
insurance.

4. Relative to Time Limit for adjusting and paying

Fire Losses.

To insure adequate time in which to scrutinize the facts
and circumstances of all fires before final adjustment of the
insurance loss is made, I recommend the enactment of leg-
islation relative to a time limit for adjusting and paying fire
losses. A law of this character has been in operation in sev-
eral states of the nation for some time and has been found
to be of great practical value.

A. F. FOOTE,
Commissioner






