
HOUSE 215
At the request of Mr. Shattuck of Boston, the petition of Thomas

W. Proctor and another that provision be made for more effective
disciplinary work carried on through the voluntary efforts of bar
associations, was taken from the files of the preceding year. Joint
Judiciary. Dec. 10, 1925.

An Act to provide an Official and hence More Effective
Means of accomplishing the Disciplinary Work hereto-
fore done through the Voluntary Efforts of Bar Associ-
ations.

1 Section I. The justices of the supreme judicial
2 court shall from time to time appoint, in each county,
3 a member of the bar, residing or practicing in such
4 county, who shall be known as the bar counsel for
5 that county; and whose duty it shall be to hear and
6 make preliminary investigation respecting any com-
7 plaints made to them of any malfeasance, dereliction
8 or failure on the part of any member of the bar within
9 their respective counties to live up to the high stand-

-10 ards of their profession. Any such appointment may be
11 at pleasure recalled.

Ctk Commontocaltl) of e^assaclnisctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Six.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 2. The justices shall also, from time to time
2 appoint three or more members of the bar, residing or
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3 practicing in each county, who shall be known as bar
4 masters, and any such appointments may be at pleasure
5 recalled.

1 Section 3. It shall be the duty of the bar counsel
2 to convene, from the bar masters in their respective
3 counties, sittings for inquiry into any case or cases of
4 alleged professional misconduct or failure to live up to
5 the high standards of the bar, which after their prelimi-
-6 nary investigations they deem proper for more extended
7 inquiry. Such boards of inquiry shall consist of at least
8 three bar masters selected as they may be found avail-
-9 able by the bar counsel and he shall designate one of

10 the board to be presiding officer.

1 Section 4. The bar masters so convened shall con-
-2 duct careful inquiry into any and all cases brought to
3 their attention by the bar counsel, and witnesses may
4 be summoned to attend and testify, and to produce
5 books and papers before them, and shall be sworn as
6 provided for other hearings by section eight of chapter
7 two hundred and twenty-three of the General Laws.
8 Witnesses so summoned shall be entitled to fees and
9 subject to the same penalties for default as therein

10 provided.

1 Section 5. The bar counsel shall, at least seven
2 days before the sitting, furnish the person complained
3 of, notice of the time and place set for the sitting, and
4 also a written statement sufficient reasonably to ac-
-5 quaint him with the full nature of the charges and
6 enable him to prepare himself for the inquiry; and the
7 bar counsel shall present at the inquiry all material
8 and competent facts and evidence, within his possession
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9or knowledge, relating thereto. The masters may ad-
-10 journ their hearings from time to time. The person
11 complained of, if appearing, shall be fully heard, by
12 counsel if desired, and the inquiry shall be conducted
13 as nearly as practicable in the same manner as hearings
14 by masters in equity.

1 Section 6. The bar masters may appoint an official
2 stenographer to report any hearings before them and
3 may order transcripts of the record as judges of the
4 superior court may do. The stenographer shall be
5 sworn by the presiding officer.

1 Section 7. The bar counsel shall keep accurate
2 records of all cases presented by them respectively to
3 the bar masters showing the nature of the charge, the
4 date or dates of hearing and the disposition of each case,
5 and such shall be public records to be filed by each
6 bar counsel at the end of each calendar year with the
7 clerk of courts in his county, or the clerk of the su-
-8 preme judicial court in Suffolk county.

1 Section 8. The bar masters shall either (a) dismiss
2 the case, if, in their judgment, or the judgment of a
3 majority, no charge meriting censure has been sub-
-4 stantiated; or (b) administer to the person charged such
5 censure in writing as they, or a majority of them, may
6 deem proper; or (c) report their findings of fact in full
7 to the justices of the supreme judicial court.

1 Section 9. Any such report of findings shall be con-
-2 elusive of the facts reported, and, upon the filing of
3 the same, and after such hearing thereon, if any, as the
4 court shall enter its order or decree either (a) dismissing
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5 the case, or (b) censuring the person complained of as
6 it may deem proper, or (c) suspending the person from
7 the bar for a time stated, or (d) removing the person
8 from the bar; and such orders or decrees shall remain
9 in full force until modified or revoked by the same court.

1 Section 10. Bar counsel and masters serving in ac-
-2 cordance herewith shall be entitled to compensation at
3 the rate of four dollars per hour for each hour of actual
4 service and to reimbursement for actual expenses of
5 travel, the same to be paid by the treasurers of the
6 respective counties on presentation of proper itemized
7 statements approved by a judge of the superior court.
8 Stenographers employed, officers serving subpoenas,
9 and witnesses attending shall be paid by the county

10 treasurers upon presentation of itemized statements
11 certified to be correct by either the presiding officer or
12 the bar counsel.

1 Section 11. Since the maintenance by the legal
2 profession of the highest ethical standards is of grave
3 importance to society, and all departures therefrom
4 should be exposed and properly dealt with, all state-
-5 ments made by any informers or witnesses, as provided
6 for by this chapter, shall be privileged to the same
7 extent as statements made to a district attorney, grand
8 jury, or as witnesses in a criminal case are privileged.

1 Section 12. The justices of the supreme judicial
2 court may from time to time make and promulgate
3 such rules as they may think proper for the adminis-
-4 tration of this act.


