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By Mr. Sawyer of Ware, petition of Roland D. Sawyer direct-

ing the Department of Education to provide a manual of ethical in-
struction for public schools for such cities and towns as apply for
the same. Education. Nov. 11, 1925.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Six.

An Act providing a System of Ethical Instruction for
Public Schools, and directing the Department of Edu-
cation to provide a Manual of Ethical Instruction for
Cities and Towns applying therefor.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter sixty-nine of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof a new
3 section, as follows:
4 Section 28. The department shall provide any city or
•5 town applying therefor a Manual of Ethical Instruction
6 for Public Schools. Said manual shall provide for in-
-7 struction in the major moral mandates generally accepted
8 by mankind, and its use in the public schools shall be
9 lawful at such times and for such periods as the school

10 department of the city or town applying therefor shall
11 determine.

1 Section 2. To carry out the provisions of this act,
2 the department shall have printed and shall use the

3 accompanying Manual of Ethical Instruction for Public
4 Schools:

Cbc Commontoealtli of s^assaclnisetts.
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[Accompanying section two of chapter of the
acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-six.]

To the Teacher.
Education comprehends all instruction which informs

the mind, enlarges the understanding, makes surer the
judgment, aids to form and discipline habits and conduct,
and which in any way enriches the human consciousness.

Compulsory education is established in the state in order
that the child and youth may be fitted for a future position
in society.

The human race has developed a moral sense which ap-
proves behavior which is upright, generous, kind and just;
and which disapproves behavior which is base, mean and
selfish. This moral sense is an inner spirit and to an
extent emotional and intuitive, but it admits of culti-
vation and improvement. In every age there have been
men who escaped much of the stupidity and ignorance of
their time, and who taught their fellows in their succes-
sive periods of human history how human beings could
more fully'-

,
nobly, richly live.

Every child and youth has the right to be instructed in
the accepted code of ethical life, which will aid him or
her in forming and regulating habits and manners, and
principles of purpose and conduct, which are the result
of the sanest judgment, the best balanced desire, the
wisest choice, of the great moral teachers of all races and
ages. No race has a monopoly of the moral sense. In a

far remote day and in every race we find wise men who
detected and classified a table of virtues for mankind to
follow, if it would live our common human life at its
best. The ancient Greeks, who pushed all human in-
telligence to its highest point, called a life lived after
the judgment of the truest reason and the greatest excel-
lence the life of Wisdom and Virtue. It is important that
the child be taught that two and two make four, but it
is equally important that he or she be taught to be
honest, truthful, just, courageous, kind, wise, obedient
and loving.

MANUAL OF ETHICAL INSTRUCTION FOR
PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
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Exhumed tablets of antiquity, preserved writings of
ancient nations, show us that ancient peoples were
careful that their children and youth be instructed in
the ethical life.

Maxims of 1Visdom and Virtue were once proclaimed by
kings and rulers; lawgivers like Lycurgus and Solon
promulgated them as rules of behavior; religious founders
like Moses, Buddha, Zoroaster and Jesus made them a
part of religion; American founders like Franklin, Wash-
ington and Jefferson laid down their tables for the edu-
cation of the moral life.

Why should the young be taught the mathematic of
Thales and Euclid and not the ethics of Socrates and
Aristotle? Is not a popular knowledge of the great moral
values of life as essential to the state as popular intel-
ligence?

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts in the following
pages puts into your hand a code of the accepted great
moral mandates of the human race. By repetition, line
upon line, over and over, day after day, it is in your
power to bring home to your pupils these great moral
mandates, till the pupils become entirely familiar with
the ethical values of life, and go forth instructed in
Wisdom and Virtue, prepared for a richer individual life
and a steadier living in society.

Teacher, remember the ancient saying of the Greek
educator, that “Life is the gift of Nature; but beautiful
living is the gift of Wisdom and Virtue.”

The use of the great moral maxims in the following
pages is to clinch habits of good behavior, help the pupils
to clearly define moral virtues, and give intelligent under-
pinning to moral conduct, and challenge them to live the
moral life by the appeals of the great leaders of mankind.

To the Pupii.

Better a child be well taught than wealthy.” —Ep
ictus

“All the gold upon the earth or beneath it, is not enough
to give in exchange for Wisdom and Virtue.” — Plato.

“No one is good by accident: virtue must be learned
Seneca.
“You shall know the truth and the truth shall make

you free.” Jesus.
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Life has great menaces, and the wisest and truest souls
have maintained certain great affirmations against them.
Wise men have taught, and everybody knows, that Love
is better than Hatred and
than Wrong and Oppres:
causes one to arise above
that proper Personal Care
Sickness and Failure; that
ranee; that Courage L
Honesty and Truthfulness

Envy; that Justice is better
ion; that Personal Dignity
Lust, Vice and Degradation;

is better than Uncleanness,
Wisdom is better than Igno-
uperior to Cowardice; that
are twin virtues against the

Cheat and Liar; that Sincerity puts Hypocrisy to shame;
that Work and Service make the Shirker and the Self-
Seeker blush; that Kindness is better than Harshness;
that Modesty is better than Conceit; that Gentleness is
superior to Brutality; that Magnanimity excels Selfish-
ness; that Cheerfulness is richer than Surliness; that
Loyalty rises infinitely above Treachery; that Reverence
registers the backwardness of lack of due Respect; that
Gratitude is noble and Ingratitude is base; that
Charity shows a noble nature where Meanness shows

Faith records that the mind
ard to the better things of

only an animal nature; that
is looking forward and upw
experience and hope.

upon the great affirmations
we face, we can list, with

Because of this agreement u
as against the great menaces
the consent of the wise men ar
and ages, the following table of

and good women of all races

Twenty Moral Mandates.
Love Modesty
Justice Gentleness
Personal Dignity Magnanimity and Generosity
Personal Care Cheerfulness
Wisdom Sympathy
Courage Loyalty
Honesty and Truthfulness Reverence
Sincerity GratitudeGratitude
Work and Service Charity
Kindness Faith
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The Supreme Moral Mandates of Mankind.

No. 1 Love.
Definition.— The feeling of good will; the disposition

to do good, be kindly, just, benevolent, promote happi-
ness; the opposite of Hatred.

Maxims for Memory.
“Thou shalt not take vengeance nor bear any grudge,

but thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” Hebrew
Scripture.

“This is my commandment, that ye love one another.”
Jesus.

“Answer hatred with love.” Lao Tze, the Venerable
Philosopher.

“Humanity must be put in training for a love which
knows no sex, nor person, nor partiality, but which seeks
virtue and wisdom everywhere, to the end that it may
promote wisdom and virtue.” Emerson.

“Love is not a mere word, it is that which does good
for others.” Amiel.

Love is an alliance of friendships.” Colton.
“Let us love, not merely in word, but in deed and

truth.” St. John.
“Force subdues but love gains. He that forgives wins

the laurel.” William Penn.
Love is life lifted to its highest point

“Affection is nobler than action, nobler than intellect;
we may tire of acting, even of thinking, but we never tire
of loving.” Compte.

Lover suffers long and is kind
Love envieth not, is not boastful nor conceited
Love doth not behave itself unseemly.

Is not grasping, not easily provoked,
Rejoices not in evil and unrighteousnes:
But rejoice th in the truth.
Love beareth all things, believeth all thing;
Hopeth all things, endureth all things
Love never fails.” St. Paul.

Lesson. We should make it the rule of our lives to
seek at all times, and toward all persons, to do the loving
thing.
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No. 2 Justice.

Definition. —The highest form of love, fraternal love;
giving every person their due; conforming to principles
of highest honor in all dealings with our fellows.

Moral Maxims
Justice is the highest good in man.” Plat
Justice includes all good.” Aristotle.

“Justice is the chief concern of mankind.” —Daniel
Webster.

“The greatest evil a man can commit is to be unjust
to others.” Ibsen.

When every word is written and the angels cull to
find

The one that most expresses the soul of human kind,
I fancy that with tender hand, and quill from angel’s

wing,

They will scroll the word “Justice” o’er the throne of
Heaven’s King

“God hath shown thee what is required of thee, O
man; it is, to do justly, love mercy, walk humbly with
God.” Micah.

“ The divinely annointed Leader shall not fail till he
hath established justice in the earth.” Isaiah.

“Do unto others as ye would they should do unto you.’
- Jesus.

Lesson. We should make it the rule of our lives to be
just toward all persons at all times in every affair of life.
Justice demands that at all times 1 shall respect the
liberty, the property, the reputation of all mankind.

No. 3 Personal Dignity.

Definition. To think, behave and live with an high
sense of the honorable position the upright individual
man or woman holds in modern democratic society.

Moral Maxims.

“The human individual had reached the place in history
where he is a self-conscious, self-directing being; he should
maintain that self-respect, exercise that self-control, live
with that self-reliance, which befits his position. This is
personal dignity.”
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“Know thyself and control thyself.” — Ancient Greek
saying.

“ What shall it profit a man to gain the whole world,
if he lose his own self?” — Jesus.

“And man became a living soul.” — Hebrew Scripture.
“ The reverence of a man’s self is, next to religion, the

chiefest bridle of all vices.” Bacon.
Self-reverence, self-knowledge, self-control,
These three alone lead life to sovereign power

Tennyson

“ He who reigns within himself, and rules passions, de-
ires and fears, is more than a king.” Milton.

Life is not an apology, but a life.” Emerson.
“No matter how much harm anger may do another, it

does more harm to the person angry.” Socrates.
When chastity surrenders to lust self-respect is lost
My strength is as the strength of ten because my soul

is pure.” Sir Galahad.
Lesson. We should ever maintain that sense of self-

honor, that personal balance and poise, which is not
turned aside by temptations, by anger or passion, nor
cast down by misfortune or sorrow this is Personal
Dignitv.

No. A Personal Car
Definition. To train the mind to exercise oversight of

myself as a physical being. To watch my health, my
habits. To be clean, temperate, chaste, and of wisely
ordered habits.

Moral Maxim
Be kind to thyself; keep thy body strong and well

Amen-em-apt (1200 8.C.).
body have a value above all“Health and a good

gold.” Hebrew Scripture
St. Paul.Keep thyself pure.”

h the appetites than be punished“ Choose rather to puni
by them.” Epictetus.

Eat not to fullness, drink not to elevation.” Franklin.
“Purify thy thought; without evil thought there will

come no evil deed.” Confucius.
“Virtue never dwelt with filth. Cleanliness is essential

to moral character.” Rumford.
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“Even from the body’s purity, the mind
Receives a secret, sympathetic aid.” Thomson.

“Tolerate no uncleanness in body, clothing or habita-
tion.” Franklin.

“Hold in highest honor your body and your faculties.
Mazzini.

Lesson. Our happiness in life and our usefulness to
humanity depend upon our being physically fit. We
should regulate our habits of sleep, eating, exercise to be
always fit. We should care for our teeth, our clothing,
our bodies, to keep them clean and strong. We should
rigidly keep from habits which harm us, wdiich may lead
to impurity and disease.

No. 5 Wisdom.
Definition. The application of intelligence to the

problems of human life. Correct information, keen insight,
wise judgment, in directing our activities in life.

Moral Maxims
The first step to be wise, is to avoid folly.” Horace

“Knowledge is our greatest good; ignorance is our
greatest evil.” Socrates.

“Knowledge makes the youth temperate and comforts
old age.” Diogenes.

“ I have but one lamp by which my feet are guided,
and that is the lamp of experience.” Patrick Henry.

“ The first step to be wise, is to be wise enough to hold
thy tongue.” Francis Quarles.

“Empty your purse into your head and then no one
can take it away.” • Franklin.

“Any man may make a mistake, but only the fool will
continue it.” Franklin.

“ The good life is one where love reigns, ruled by knowl
edge.” Bertrand Russell.

“Teach the children to read intelligently and all the
knowledge of the world is then open to them.” Jean
Jawes.

“Wisdom is the shelter from lies, the destroyer of evil;
all good things are garnered up in the good mind.”
Zoroaster.
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“No man is a worthy parent who does not seek above
all else to have his child educated.” Plutarch.

“It is in thy power to fan noble thoughts into a
flame.” Marcus Aurelius.

“ Knowledge makes youth temperate and comforts old
age; it is riches to the poor and an ornament to the rich —■

Diogenes.

Lesson. The ignorant pay all the bills of life. We
hould seek by education, reading and thinking, by obser-

vation and inquiry, to make our minds strong and wise,
that we may act wisely at all times.

No. 6 Courage.

Definition. That quality of the mind which enables
one to face hardship, difficulty or danger with firmness
and resolution.

Moral Maxims.
Presence of mind, and courage in distre
Are more than armies, to procure success.” Dryden.

‘True courage is not the brutal force
Of vulgar heroes, but the firm resolve
Of virtue and of reason.” Whitehead.

“Courage is of two kinds: physical courage, which
despises danger, makes a man brave in one way; moral
courage, which despises adverse opinions, makes a man
brave in another way.” Colton.

“Virtue consists of three parts Temperance, Courage,
•Justice.” Epicurus.

“The things in a man that live are —• His goodness, his
virtue, his courage.” Zeno.

Lesson. Courage is the oldest virtue in man. Primi-
tive mankind, surrounded by dangers, found the life of
the clan or tribe often in danger it required the united
bravery of all to survive, and thus courage was exalted
and cowardice made the most despicable thing. Early
civilization was based on states made powerful by war,
hence the Moral Codes of ancient kings and leaders put
courage at the top of all lists of virtues, and as late as the
day of Plato and Aristotle this was also true, for both
these teachers place courage at the top of their list.
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The orderly and advanced society of today has less
physical dangers, but life buffets us at many points, we
have days of pain, difficulties and sorrows —we must
make it the rule of our life to be brave and hopeful.
Only as we have courage and hope can we successfully
battle with life and make personal improvement. Coward-
ice leads to depression, and depression leads to despair.

No. 7 Honesty and Truthfulness
Definition. Uprightness and fairness in dealing and

speaking. These two virtues with courage make up the
moral code of primitive peoples. Thus they have been
recognized as a moral mandate from days preceding civ-
ilized life, and their violation has ever been held a con-
temptible creature. The thief, the cheat and the liar
have been held to be so contemptible that for a man to
be thus accused is often held to be the challenge to
physical battle.

Moral Maxims.
“Thou shall not lie.” Buddha.
“Thou shalt not steal.” Moses.
“Keep thy tongue from lying and slander.” Amen-

em-apt.
“Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neigh-

bor.” Hebrew Scripture.
“ God turns his face away from four persons the liar

the perjurer, the hypocrite, the arrogant.” Talmud.
“Teach even the children to delight in what is hon

orable and worthy, and to detest whatever is base.”
Greek saying.

“Truth, honesty, self-control and kindness are simple
and practicable virtue, yet they are the foundation of all
character; and on them we build all fine and noble quali-
ties.” Ruskin.

“Let honesty be the very breath of thy soul.” Frank-
lin.

“An honest man is the noblest work of God.” Gold-
smith.

“ Truth can no more be soiled by any outward thing
than can a sunbeam.” Milton.
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“Now every man takes great care lie is not cheated by
his neighbor; things will be better when every man takes
great care he does not cheat his neighbor.” Emerson.

“ The highest, clearest, truest, which a man can see and
contemplate, is for that man the truth.” Tolstoy.

“Never lie: it is infamous. Be careful to speak the
truth.” Zoroaster.

“ Woe to him that makes the measure small and deals
with crooked weights.” Amos the Prophet.

Lesson. —We should be honest in every act, truthful
in every word. No self-respecting person will for a

minute play the sneak, the thief, the cheat, the liar. The
American Indian insisted upon an honest man and straight
tongue in his tribe; present-day Americans must be as
upright as the untaught Indian. We should scorn all
temptations to steal, to cheat or to lie; and be carefully
honest in every act, especially in dealings with money,
and carefully truthful with every statement we may make.
The thief and the liar are the meanest menace that a

school or a community can have.

No. 8 Sincerity

Definition. Inner honesty; really being what one
appears to be; not pretending or being a hypocrite.

Moral Max
well-doing, then you let others
iithaqoras.

“ Be satisfied only with
say what they will.” I

an think only good of you atLive so that people c
your grave.” Talmud

ithin thy bosom that little
conscience.” Washington.

“ Labor to keep alive w
ipark of celestial fire called
“ A good man out of th :ood treasure of his heart

good; but the evil man out
art, bringeth forth that which

bringeth forth that which i
if the evil treasure of his 1

art the mouth speakethis evil; for out of the
Jesus.

sincerity as the first principlesHold faithfulness an
f life.” Confuc

Blessed are they that are sincere in the way of life
Hebrew I
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‘Sincerity is the end and beginning of all good things
Confucius.
“Use no hurtful deceit; think innocently and justly

when you speak, speak accordingly.” Franklin.
Lesson. There can be no strong morality, no energy

or zeal in effort, no usefulness to others, without down-
right and absolute sincerity. We must be sincere toward
life, sincere with others, sincere toward ourselves.

No. 9 Work and Service.
Definition. —To be usefully occupied; to be of benefit

to others; to help do the work and carry the burdens of
human life.

Moral Maxims.
“To be occupied is to be happy.’
“Comfortable health, contented domestic surroundings,

and interesting and useful employment are the three
essentials to the happy life.”

“Modern majesty consists in work. What a man can
do is his greatest ornament.” Carlyle.

“He who has an honest trade has an honorable estate;
and he who has a calling hath an office of honor.”
Franklin.

“Never ask another to do what you can do yourself;
and never put off till tomorrow what can be done today.”

Jefferson.
“Idleness is the sink of all bad thoughts; let all labor

lest through idleness their tongue and heart go astray.”
St. Francis.
“Idleness is the stupidity of the body; and stupidity

the idleness of the mind.” Confucius.
Daily work is as necessary as daily bread.” St. Basil.

“ Divide thy day between work, and reading, and rest
St. Benedict.
“I have worked with my hands and will continue so

to do, and I would that all my followers should work at
some honest trade. Let those who have no trade learn
one, not only that they may help mankind and receive
the price of toil but that they may avoid the menace of
idleness.” St. Francis.
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“Never be unemployed, or triflingly employed; never
fritter away time.” John Wesley.

“Be neat, be industrious, be faithful, my sisters.
Mother Ann Lee.

“ The meanest crime under the sun is to be of no use
to any one.” Tolstoy.

“The habit of wasting time uselessly is the worst habit
in our land. It is most important we break any such
habit.” Lincoln.

“If you would avoid committing suicide in old age be
sure and have some form of interesting employment to
keep you busy.” Voltaire.

Live for something, be not idle,
Look about thee for employ:
Sit not down to idle dreaming,
Labor is the sweetest joy.”

Lesson. We will be of service to our fellows, build up
our minds and characters, and live happy lives if we have
some interesting and useful way of being employed and
helping the world. Let us join with the great army who
have felled forests, bridged streams, blazed the way by
hard study and great ideas for all mankind.

No. 10 Kindness.
Definition. The disposition to be patient with others;

to lend a hand to make them happy; to show good-will
toward others by our thoughts, our words, our acts.

Moral Maxims.

God desires kindness r ather than sacrifice.” Hosea.
the wicked; the virtuous are
virtuous.” Persian Prayer.

“ Show kindness even tc
already rewarded by bein^

Kant.Kindness is our duty
anyone harms three persons:

him to whom you speak; and
“To speak unkindly of

him of whom you speak;
most of all, he who speak St. Basil

Be ye kindly affectioned one to another.” - St. Paul
Whoever restores a young bird to a limb,
Or gladdens the life of dumb creatures in need,
Is one of Christ’s helpers, whatever his creed.’
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“You should never be glad, save when you have treated
your brother kindly.” Gospel to the Hebrews.

“Kind hearts are more than coronets.”
“Let us be kind;

The way is long and lonely
And human hearts are asking for this blessing only
That we be kind.

“ But deep this truth impressed my mind
Through all his works abroad
The heart benevolent and kind,
Most resembles God.” Burns

“ I would not enter upon my list of friend
Though graced with polished manners and fine sense
The man who needlessly sets foot upon a worm

Cowper.

“Man’s inhumanity to man makes countless thousands
mourn.” Burns.

Lesson. Kindness is the mark of advancing civili-
zation. Just as man really makes progress he drops his
cruelty. We should show that we are members of civi-
lized society by being kind to every living creature, and
kind in -word, thought and deed toward every one of our
fellow human beings.

No. 11 Modesty.

Definition. Restrained and unassuming manners and
behavior. The opposite of being proud, boastful and
arrogant.”

Moral Maxim
“Blessed are the unassuming, for they shall inherit the

earth.” Jesus.
“ Modesty seldom resides in a breast not enriched with

the noblest virtues.” Goldsmith.
“We need greater simplicity of life. We should dress

more for comfort and less for show; live more to enjoy
life, and less to keep up appearances.” Robert Louis
Stevenson.

‘A man’s life consisteth not in the things he possesses
Jesus.

“Simplicity of manners and bearing has ever been the
nark of real greatness Jefferson and Washington never
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sought elevation by vulgar manners or wearing robes of
authority, or insignia of rank. And look upon the plain
and modest manners of Lincoln

A bronzed, lank man: his suit an ancient black
A famous high-top hat, and plain worn shawl,
.A great, quaint figure that men will love,
The simple prairie lawyer master of us all.”

“ Between humility and pride comes the virtue of
modesty.” Aristotle.

Lesson. Modest manners and behavior on our part
means that we are living the type of life which has been
followed by all the truly great. Simple manners, dress
and a frank and friendly conduct have been the outward
life of every great soul.

No. 12 Genilehes
Definition. The mildness, tenderness, which is one

of the great marks of the refinement of civilization. The
gentleman is one who has outgrown the rough harshness
of a barbaric age. Every great teacher in advance of his
people has exhorted his people to be more gentle and less
harsh.

Moral Ma
“ I will be agreeable to friends, gentle and yielding to

enemies.” Seneca.
“When one does you an injury, or speaks evil of you,

remember he does so thinking it is right; that is, he
follows the things as it appears to him, not as it is, hence
the injury to him is greater than to you. Bear toward
him a gentle mind.” Epictetus.

“Quarrel not at all. No person resolved to make the
most of himself can afford to spend any time for personal
contention. Better give your path to a dog than be bitten.
Even to kill the dog would not cure the bite.” Lincoln.

“ If a lame man jostle me from the sidewalk I am gentle
with him. I have patience with his lameness. Just so,
if a man angry, or mean, or vicious, jostle me and abuse
me, I am gentle with him. I have patience with his
lameness, for he is lame in the head.” Socrates.

“Pity makes the world gentle for the weak, and gives
nobility to the strong therefore show thyself gentle and
good.” Asoka
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“The good I meet with goodness. The not-good I
meet with goodness. Be gentle to all.” Lao Tze.

“Force can but subdue, love gains; he that forgives
wins the laurel.” William Penn.

Lesson. The angry snarl, the clinched fist, the harsh
word, the revengeful deed are relics of the life man lived
long ago. We should show that we have come along with
the higher souls of the race, and we should control our
temper even under great provocation, and seek to be
real gentlemen and gentlewomen under every circumstance.

No. 13 - Magnanimity and Generosity.

Definition. ■— These words once meant about the same,
but now Magnanimity means that nobleness of mind
which elevates one above meanness, and leads to a gen-
erous temper in dealing with or judging others; while we
use Generosity to refer to liberality if giving money or
favors and aids.

Moral Maxims.
“Do all the good you can

By all the means you can,
In all ways you can,
In all places you can,
At all times you can
To all the people you can
As long as ever you can.” John Wesley.

“Wrath is cruel and anger is outrageous, and who can
tand before jealousy.” Hchreiv Proverb.
“Love your enemies, pray for them who persecute

you.” Jesus.
“ Every man goes down into his grave clutching in his

dead hands only that which he has given away.” —-

Rousseau.
“It is hard to be poor without envy; and it is hard to

be rich without arrogance.” Lao Tze.
It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Jesus,

Lesson. We should seek that nobleness of mind which
is charitable and kindly in its judgments of men, and
which is kindly and liberal in dealings with men, and
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ready to aid every good cause. We should seek a gen-
erous spirit and temper in all dealings with others, whether
they be those which deal with mental judgment or ex-
change or gift of time and money.

No. 14 A Cheerful Disposition.

Definition. A sunny temper; habitually good-natured;
moderately joyful; the opposite of being sour and morose.

Moral Maxims.
“Be of good cheer.” — Jesus
“A merry heart doeth good like a medicine.” Hebrew

Proverb.
“ The mind that maintains a cheerful state will meet

even the bitter things of life with a smile.” Horace.
“ Cheerfulness, affability, mildness and good nature are

the bread of life for mankind.” Dryden.
Lesson. —We should cultivate cheerfulness till it be-

come an ever-present good nature. By doing this we will
be happier by far, and certainly more pleasant persons
with whom to live.

No. 15 Sympathy.

Definition. The quality of fellow-feeling; being af-
fected by the pains of any other thing which feels pain.

Moral Maxims,
“To be insensible of the sufferings of our fellows is

humanity’s worst disease.” Zoroaste
“ I am convinced that in the feeling of love and pity

lies the secret of true life.” Tolstoy.
“The sole meaning of life is to help humanity

Tolstoy.
“ Blessed are the merciful they shall find mercy

Jesus.

Lesson. If any one can see pain without feeling for
it there is something wrong with him or her. We should
maintain and. cultivate tenderness toward all, and es-
pecially toward the unfortunate and the suffering.
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No. 16 Loyalty.
Definition. —Faithful to obligation; as a faithful stu-

dent, husband, wife, child, parent or citizen.
Moral Maxin
“ Loyalty to the institutions of one’s country is every-

where esteemed a capital virtue; loyalty to a nation’s
laws is the truest patriotism.” Hume.

“I will be loyal for there are those who trust me.’
“ Loyalty is the heart of all virtues, the central duty of

all duties, the fulfillment of the whole moral law.”
Royce.

“Make Loyalty the political religion of the nation
Lincoln.

“Judas Iscariot betrayed his Master, Benedict Arnold
betrayed his country: to betray a friend or any confidence
is to join their ignoble company.”

Lesson. Human life is bound up with obligations. We
should be loyal to our family, to our school, to our town,
to our state, to our nation, to humanity. Unless we are
loyal and reliable we will fail regardless of other virtues.

No. 17 Reverence
Definition. To highly respect, to esteem, to venerate.
Moral Maxims.
“ Honor thy father and thy mother that thy days may

be long.” Moses.
“Let us honor brave and f

who begot us.” Ben Sira.
amous men, and our fathers

gods and noble men.’“We should venerate the
Pythagoras.

who aspire to him; hence“ God never deserts those
follow the upward voice in thy soul.” Hypatia.

“Teach thy children to reverence what is honorable
and worthy as well as to detest what is base and mean.”
• Greek saying.

“Before the hoary head thou shalt rise, and to the
aged thou shalt be reverent.” Hebrew Scripture.

Lesson. We should have reverence for the spiritual
powers that sustain our inner life. We must respect all
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who are wiser than ourselves, and esteem all who are
better than ourselves, and have reverence for all that is
good and true and beautiful.

Ar o. 18 — Gratitude.
Definition. A feeling of good will toward those who

have aided us; and a disposition to show the same in
some way

Moral Maxir
“ Gratitude is a virtue of

generous spirit and a warm
highest excellence, showing a
feeling.” Webster.
man more than lying, vain-
or any taint of vice whose

“I hate ingratitude in a
ness, babbling, drunkenness.
strong corruption inhabits our frail blood.” Shakespeare.
“If you pick up a dog in the street, feed him, care for

him, restore him to prosperity —he won’t bite you.
That is the difference between a dog and a human being.”

Mark Twain.
“He that urges gratitude pleads the cause of God; for

without it we can be neither religious or human.” —•

Seneca.
“ Without gratitude neither happiness or generosity is

possible.”

Lesson. The common opinion of mankind is that the
most ignoble trait a person can have is that of ingratitude.
The higher animals, like the dog, do their best to show
gratitude to the hand that feeds them; if we fail to have
gratitude and to show it, we go below the higher animals.

No. 19 Charity.

Definition. The disposition to think kindly of one’s
fellows and to do good; to aid the unfortunate; benevo-
lent, beneficent, good. In the English language this word
is now commonly used to denote the benevolent feelings
and beneficent acts which the kindly and generous possess
and manifest.

Moral Maxims.
“ Charity shall cover a multitude of sins.” —• St. Peter.
“ Charity is the scope of all God’s commands

Chrysostom.
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“It is another’s fault if he be ungrateful of my gift, but
it is mine if I fail to give.” Seneca.

“ A poor man served by thee shall make thee rich
Mrs. Browning.

“When thou givest thine alms, let not thy right hand
know what thy left hand doeth.” Jesus.

“ Charity resembles fire it inflames all it touches.”
Erasmus.

“True religion is to aid the fatherless and the widows
St. James.

Lesson. It is not enough that we seek to aid and help
our parents, children, relatives and friends; we are all
one brotherhood together; all races, nations, creeds;
nothing is more ennobling to us than to kindly judge, and
liberally help, our fellowmen. A kindly judgment and a

generous deed bring their own reward. Charity de-
mands that we aid the needy, comfort the sad, console
the bereaved.

No. 20 Religious Faith.
Definition. Belief and trust in a Supreme Being; con-

fidence in his power and desire to guide and help man-

kind; belief that he has revealed himself through the
chosen founders of great systems of religion; a sense of
accountability to him for our acts; trust that he has
provided for mankind a life beyond the grave.

Moral Maxims.

“From faith alone can we derive the strength and
courage we need to meet the battles of life.” Professor
Eucken.

“Faith is the force of life.” Tolstoy.
“Faith creates the virtues in which it believes.”

Mme. De Sevigne.
“Faith is the substance of things hoped for.” —Chris-

tian Scriptures.
“Faith is among men what gravity is among planets.
Dr. Parkhurst.

“None live so easily, so hopefully, as those who live by
faith.” Matthew Henry.
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“For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight,
His can’t be wrong whose life is in the right.” Pope.

“ The steps of faith,
Though seeming to fall on void
Find the rock beneath.” Whittier.

“We trust that somehow good will be the final goal of
ill.” Tennyson.

“ Religious faith has been the strongest of all forces to
influence human conduct for the better.” Charlotte
Gilman.

Lesson. To possess and cultivate a sincere religious
faith is to follow in the steps of the wisest and best of
race, and to be guided and sustained by that which has
best guided and sustained the great continuing stream of
human kind.

Section 3. This act shall take effect as of September
first, nineteen hundred and twenty-six.








