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By Mr. Eaton of Brockton, petition of Frank W. Eaton relative

to the support of families of persons confined in penal institutions
for desertion, non-support or bastardy. Joint Judiciary. Jan. 7.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Six.

An Act relative to the Support of Families of
Persons confined in Penal Institutions for
Desertion, Non-Support or Bastardy.
Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section nine of chapter two hundred and sev-
-2 enty-three of the General Laws, as amended by
3 chapter three hundred and eighty-one of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-four, is
5 hereby further amended by inserting after the
6 word “child” in the tenth line the words:
7 , or, if there is no wife or the wife makes no
"8 claim, a sum equal to fifty cents for one depen-
-9 dent minor child and an additional amount

10 equal to twenty-five cents for each other such
11 minor child, —so as to read as follows:
12 Section 9. If the court imposing a sentence
13 under section one, finds the wife or child, as
14 the case may be, of the defendant to be in
15 destitute or needy circumstances, the superin-
-16 tendent, master or keeper of the reformatory
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or penal institution where he is confined upon
such sentence shall pay over to the probation
officer of such court at the end of each week,
out of the annual appropriation for the main-
tenance of such reformatory or penal institu-
tion, a sum equal to fifty cents for the wife and
an additional amount equal to twenty-five cents
for each dependent minor child, or, if there is
no wife or the wife makes no claim, a sum
equal to fifty cents for one dependent minor
child and an additional amount equal to twen-
ty-five cents for each other such minor child,
for each day’s hard labor performed by the
person so confined, and shall state the name of
the person for whose labor the payment is
made. The probation officer shall pay over
said sum in the manner provided in section five
for the payments therein provided for.
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