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By Mr. Kennedy of Boston, petition of Thomas S. Kennedy relative
to the commitment of minors under eighteen years of age to certain
institutions under control of the Department of Public Welfare.
Public Institutions. Jan. 19.

An Act relative to the Commitment of Boys and Girls
under Eighteen Years of Age to Certain Institutions
under Control of the Department of Public Welfare.

1 Section 1. Section seventy-six of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and nineteen of the General Laws is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in lines eight and nine, the words
4 “until the child becomes twenty-one years of age” and
5 inserting in place thereof the following; for a term of
6 three months for the first commitment; and, for a
7 subsequent commitment, until the child becomes eighteen
8 years of age, —so as to read as follows: Section 76.
9 The court or trial justice before whom a child is brought

10 on a complaint under the preceding section, upon request
11 of the department of public welfare, may authorize said
12 department to place him in charge of any person; or,
13 if such child proves unmanageable, to commit the child,
14 if a boy under fifteen years of age, to the Lyman school,
15 if a boy between fifteen and eighteen years of age, to
16 the industrial school for boys, or if a girl under seven-
-17 teen years of age, to the industrial school for girls, for a
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IN term of three months for the first commitment; and,
19 for a subsequent commitment, until the child becomes
20 eighteen years of age. Said department may provide
21 for the maintenance, in whole or in part, of any such
22 child so placed in charge of a person. The department
23 may discharge from custody any child committed to its
24 care under this section.

1 Section 2. Section thirteen of chapter one hundred
2 and twenty of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out the words “until they become twenty-one”,
4 in the fourth line, and inserting in place thereof the
5 following: for a term of three months for the first
6 commitment; and, for a subsequent commitment, until
7 they are eighteen, and by striking out the word
8 “twenty-one” in the eleventh line, and inserting in
9 place thereof the word: eighteen, —so as to read as

10 follows: Section 13. All boys and girls committed to
11 the Lyman school, the industrial school for boys or the
12 industrial school for girls shall be there kept, disciplined,
13 instructed, employed and governed, under the direction
14 of the trustees, for a term of three months for the first
15 commitment; and, for a subsequent commitment, until
16 they are eighteen or are paroled, legally transferred or
17 discharged. The trustees may grant an honorable dis-
-18 charge to any person in their custody who, in their
19 opinion, for meritorious conduct is worthy and deserving
20 thereof, and whom they believe permanently reformed.
21 The court of commitment shall be so notified in writing
22 and thereupon shall make an entry to the foregoing
23 effect in its records concerning this particular person.
24 If a person is honorably discharged by the trustees or
25 becomes eighteen, he shall be completely released from
26 all penalties or disabilities incurred in consequence of
27 commitment.






