
HOUSE No. 829

By Mr. Stratton of Cambridge, petition of Grover C. Hoyt that the
Division of Highways be given authority over ordinances and regula-
tions of cities and towns relative to the use of public ways. Highways
and Motor Vehicles. Jan. 20.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Six

An Act relative to Regulation of the Use of Public Way.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-two of chapter forty of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by adding at the
3 end thereof the following: Upon petition of not less
4 than ten citizens, the division of highways in the de-
-5 partment of public works shall have authority to amend,
6 modify or annul such ordinances, by-laws, rules or orders,
7 and any order of the division shall be final, so as to

8 read as follows: Section 22. Except as otherwise
9 provided in section eighteen of chapter ninety, a city

10 or town may make ordinances or by-laws, or the board
11 of aldermen, or the selectmen may make rules and
12 orders, for the regulation of carriages and vehicles used
13 therein, with penalties for the violation thereof not
14 exceeding twenty dollars for each offence; and may
15 annually receive one dollar for each license granted to a
16 person to use any such carriage or vehicle therein. Such
17 rules and orders shall not take effect until they have
18 been published at least once in a newspaper published
19 in the city, town or county. Upon petition of not less
20 than ten citizens, the division of highways in the de-
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21 partment of public works shall have authority to amend,
22 modify or annul such ordinances, by-laws, rules or orders,
23 and any order of the division shall be final.

1 Section 2. Section ten of chapter eighty-five of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by adding at the end
3 thereof the following; Upon petition of not less than
4 ten citizens, the division of highways in the department
5 of public works shall have authority to amend, modify
6 or annul such ordinances, and any order of the division
7 shall be final, —so as to read as follows: Section 10.
8 Towns may make ordinances and by-laws to prevent
9 the pasturing of cattle or other animals, either with or

10 without a keeper; relative to the passage and driving of
11 sheep, swine and neat cattle; prohibiting persons from
12 riding or driving beasts of burden, carriage or draught,
13 at a rate of speed inconsistent with public safety or
14 convenience; regulating the passage of street cars, or
15 other vehicles, or the use of sleds for coasting; regulating
16 and controlling persons who frequent public places play-
-17 ing on hand organs, drums, trumpets or other musical
18 instruments, upon or through any public way, and may
19 affix penalties of not more than twenty dollars for each
20 violation thereof. Thev mav, bv ordinance or by-law,

21 regulate the transportation of the offal of slaughtered
22 animals upon or through any public way and affix a
23 penalty of not more than one hundred dollars for each
24 violation thereof. Upon petition of not less than ten

25 citizens, the division of highways in the department of
26 public works shall have authority to amend, modify or
27 annul such ordinances, and any order of the division
28 shall be final.






