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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DIVISION OF MET-
ROPOLITAN PLANNING RELATIVE TO THE
CONSTRUCTION OF CERTAIN BRIDGES OVER
THE TRACKS OF THE NEW YORK, NEW
HAVEN & HARTFORD RAILROAD IN THE
HYDE PARK DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF
BOSTON.

Nov. 21, 1927.][Metropolitan Affairs

Division of Metropolitan Planning,
44 School Street, Boston, November 4, 1927.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled.

The Legislature of 1927 passed the following resolve

Cfje Commontoealti) of spassaclnisetts

Chapter 11.

Resolve providing for an Investigation relative to the Con-
struction of Certain Bridges over the Tracks of the
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad in the
Hyde Park District of the City or Boston.

Resolved, That the division of metropolitan planning of the metro-
politan district commission is hereby directed to investigate and study
the feasibility, desirability and cost of constructing a bridge and
approaches over the Providence division of the New York, New
Haven and Hartford Railroad at Clarendon Hills station in the Hyde
Park district of the city of Boston in Metropolitan avenue northwest
of Hyde Park avenue, and a bridge and approaches in said district
over land of the commonwealth, the Neponset river and the Midland
division of said railroad from Metropolitan avenue at or near River-
side square to Metropolitan avenue at or near Erie street, or to Yose
avenue. Said division of metropolitan planning shall report its
findings and recommendations to the general court by filing the same
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with the clerk of the senate on or before December first in the current
year, together with drafts of such legislation as may be necessary
to carry the sarne into effect. [Approved March 30, 1927.

Description of Street
Metropolitan Avenue is the name given to three sections

of a street partly public and partly private starting from
Washington Street in the West Roxbury district of Boston
and extending southeasterly through the Hyde Park dis-
trict of that city and into the town of Milton as far as
Brush Hill Road in the last-named town. It is broken at
two places, near the Clarendon Hills station on the
Providence Division of the New York, New Haven &

Hartford Railroad, a short distance to the west of Hyde
Park Avenue; and again in the Fairmount section of Hyde
Park by the Neponset River and the Midland Division of
the New York, New Plaven & Hartford Railroad. It is a
public way from Washington Street to the West Roxbury-
Hyde Park line; probably private thence to the main line
of the railroad; public to Hyde Park Avenue; public from
Hyde Park Avenue to Pierce Avenue near the Neponset
River. The left or westerly bank of the Neponset River is
Commonwealth land in charge of the Metropolitan District
Commission. From a point just west of the Midland
Division of the railroad to Beacon Street, it is a private
way, thence a public way through the balance of Hyde Park
and through Milton to Brush Hill Road.

Its commencement on Washington Street is at a point
about one-half mile southwest of Ashland Street in Roslin-
dale, whence it rises from an elevation of 140 feet on a
maximum gradient of over 9 per cent to an elevation of 213
feet and then falls with a maximum grade of 8 per cent to
Clarendon Hills station at grade 50, a fall of 163 feet.
Between Clarendon Hills station and the Neponset River
the gradients are less severe; the difference in height
between the river and Beacon Street in Fairmount is about
100 feet. From Beacon Street to Brush Hill Road the
grades are moderate.

From Washington Street to Pierce Avenue on the left
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bank of the river it is 50 feet wide; from the Midland
Division to Brush Hill Road its width is from 40 to 45
feet. Its total length is about 14,500 feet.

Crossing at Clarendon Hills.

The project of a bridge over the railroad at Clarendon
Hills is not a new one. In 1917, in particular, detail plans
and estimates were prepared by the bridge and ferry divi-
sion of the city of Boston for submission to the city council,
but no action was taken.

There is in existence a footbridge over the railroad at this
station, open at all times. To provide a crossing for vehicles,
the preferable way would be to carry. the street over the
railroad by a rising grade of about 5 per cent from the
northwest and a descending grade of about 7 per cent into
Hyde Park Avenue. Should a flatter grade from the rail-
road to Hyde Park Avenue be adopted, it would mean rais-
ing this avenue several feet at a greatly increased cost,
both for construction and for land damages. We estimate
the cost of the crossing at this point without changing the
grade of Hyde Park Avenue at 8175,000.

Crossing at Fairmount.
The difference in elevation between Pierce Street and

Riverside Square on the left bank of the Neponset River
and Beacon Street on the Fairmount side of the railroad is
about 80 feet. To overcome this elevation, a viaduct 750
feet in length on a gradient of 6 per cent would be probably
the most economical solution of the situation.

The resolve calls for a crossing of the river and the rail-
road to connect with either Metropolitan Avenue or Vose
Avenue. The physical cost of a connection to either street
would be not essentially different, but a connection with
Vose Avenue would entail a greater expense for land
damages on the Fairmount side of the railroad and a some-
what steeper grade on the viaduct.

We estimate the cost of a viaduct and approaches 50
feet in width, including land damages, at $500,000.
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Metropolitan Avenue does not appear to be a street well
adapted for use as a main thoroughfare. Its width and
gradients are unfavorable, its commencement and terminus
are not at either strategic or centralized locations, and while
portions are closely built up, its general character is unlikely
to change materially for a considerable period.

Such pedestrian traffic as exists at Clarendon Hills is
adequately and conveniently served by the footbridge.
Vehicular traffic can readily cross the railroad at West
Street, 3,200 feet southwest of Clarendon Hills, and at either
Canterbury or Ashland street, 2,900 feet and 3,400 feet,
respectively, to the northeastward. Ashland Street is now
being widened and reconstructed to a width of 60 feet by
the city of Boston. Either of these routes north or south
of Metropolitan Avenue furnishes convenient means of
intercommunication between Hyde Park Centre and Roslin-
dale. On completion of the Ashland Street widening, the
route via Hyde Park Avenue and that street will be superior
to both the existing West Street and the proposed Metro-
politan Avenue routes as to alignment, width and gradient.

There is a convenient and adequate bridge on the line of
Fairmount Avenue about 2,100 feet southwest of the pro-
posed Neponset River and Midland Division crossing which
takes the traffic from Hyde Park Centre for distribution
over the Fairmount section and vice versa. The terminus of
Metropolitan Avenue is now at Brush Hill Road, a narrow
street, poorly adapted for any substantial amount of in-
creased travel. There is no contemplation at present of
extending Metropolitan Avenue to Blue Hill Avenue, the
main north and south thoroughfare across Milton, nor
evident early necessity therefor. ,

In view of the unlikelihood of Metropolitan Avenue being
used as an important thoroughfare, owing to its physical
situation and grades; the relatively small use which would

Summary.

Conclusions
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be made of it by local traffic; the readiness with which the
breaks in it can be by-passed by vehicles; and the cost of
doing the work, the Division makes no recommendations
for legislation relative to the proposed improvements. Fur-
thermore, it does not believe that either or both these
improvements if consummated should be considered as
metropolitan improvements, but rather as local improve-
ments to be made, when warranted, by the city of Boston.

There are on file in the office of the Division maps and
drawings of the proposed route.

Respectfully submitted,

Henry I. Hareiman, Chairman.
A. C. Ratshesky.
Ralph S. Bauer.
Richard K. Hale.
Everett E. Stone.
Frank G. Hall.
James B. Noyes.
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