
SENATE No. 12

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS RELATIVE TO THE DREDG-
ING OF COMMERCIAL POINT CHANNEL,
SO CALLED, IN DORCHESTER BAY AND A
CHANNEL LEADING THEREFROM TO THE
LANDING OF THE DORCHESTER YACHT
CLUB.

[Harbors and Public Lands. Deo. 1, 1927.]

State House, Boston, December 1, 1927,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 14 of the
Resolves of 1927, the Department of Public Works presents
herewith its report upon its investigation relative to the
cost of dredging the Commercial Point Channel, so called,
in Dorchester Bay and a channel leading therefrom to the
landing of the Dorchester Yacht Club.

Chapter 14 of the Resolves of 1927 follow

Cljc Commontoealtl) of epasgacfnisetts.

Resolve providing for an Investigation by the Department of
Public Works relative to the Dredging of the Commercial
Point Channel, so-called, in Dorchester Bay, and a Chan-
nel LEADING THEREFROM TO THE LANDING OF THE DORCHESTER
Yacht Club.

Resolved, That the department of public works is hereby authorized
and directed to investigate as to the cost of dredging, to a depth of
twelve feet and to a width of one hundred feet, the Commercial Point
channel, so-called, in Dorchester bay, between the Old Colony boule-
vard and the tracks of the New York, New Haven and Hartford
Railroad, and also of dredging, to a depth of six feet and to a width
of fifty feet, the channel leading from said Commercial Point channel
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to the landing of the Dorchester Yacht Club. Said department shall
report to the general court its findings and recommendations, if any,
together with copies of plans, estimates and drafts of such legislation
as may be necessary to carry its recommendations into effect,, by
filing the same with the clerk of the senate on or before December
first in the current year.

No appropriation was made to cover the expense of this
investigation other than the regular appropriation for the
activities of the Department.

Commercial Point Channel lies northerly of Commercial
Point and is accessible from the Main Ship Channel in
Boston Harbor in a distance of about three miles, through
the Neponset River Channel in Dorchester Bay, which
has been dredged by the Federal government to a depth
of about 17J/o feet at mean low water. The length of Com-
mercial Point Channel, as laid out, is about 3,000 feet, of
which about 2,300 feet would have to be dredged to give
a depth of 12 feet at mean low water. The present depth
of this channel varies from about 4 feet at the westerly end
to 12 feet at or near the line of the proposed bridge of the
Old Colony Boulevard.

The channel leading from the Commercial Point Channel
to the Dorchester Yacht Club has now a depth varying
from about 2.3 feet at the southerly end to about feet
at its junction with the Commercial Point Channel.

Previous improvements in these two channels have been
made under authority of former legislative acts, the most
recent of which was chapter 602 of the Acts of 1914, under
which the Commercial Point Channel, connecting with the
Neponset River Channel, was widened and deepened to
provide a depth of 12 feet at mean low water for a width
of 100 feet; and the channel to the Dorchester Yacht Club
was dredged for a length of about 350 feet to a depth of 6
feet at mean low water for a width of 50 feet.

The present use of these channels appears to be limited
to the barges of the Standard Oil Company, which has a
wharf near the westerly end of the Commercial Point
Channel, and the business of George F. Lawson, who
maintains a boat yard for building and repairing boats and
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to the pleasure boats of the Dorchester Yacht Club. The
barges using these channels have drafts of not more than
about 12 feet. For the safe navigation of these barges, it
is necessary that they be towed at about full tide to their
berth at the wharf, where the depth of water is about equal
to the present depth of water in the channel. While at the
berth during low tide the oil barges are grounded.

The pleasure boats using these channels have depths of
7 feet or less.

The drawway in the new bridge of the Old Colony Boule-
vard is located a little to the north of the channel which
was dredged in 1914 and 1915, so that there is required a
small amount of dredging outside of the original channel lines
to meet this condition.

A hydrographic survey of these channels has been made
and a plan prepared to indicate the present depths, and
this, together with the report of the Engineer, which gives
details of the estimated cost of the dredging, is on file in
the office of the Department.

The estimate of the cost of dredging these channels to
substantially their former lines is given below:

Cost of dredging Commercial Point Channel, 100 feet wide
on the bottom and 12 feet deep at mean low water, and
widening to coincide with new drawway opening, 71.000
cubic yards @ $0.40cubic yards @ $0.40 $28,400

Cost of dredging Dorchester Yacht Club Channel, 50 feet
wide on the bottom and 6 feet deep at mean low water,
8,000 cubic yards @ $0.40 3,200

$31,600
Add 10 per cent for engineering and incidentals .

.

. 3,160

Total estimated cost $34,760

The survey indicates that the channel as herein outlined
ends at a point about 100 feet easterly of the easterly side
of the wharf of the Standard Oil Company, so that if this
channel were to be of benefit to that wharf the channel
would have to be extended, involving the dredging of about
5,000 cubic yards, thus increasing the cost by $2,200.
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The Department has authority to undertake the dredg-
ing of minor channels in Boston Harbor, whenever an appro-
priation is made therefor, but believes that any plan of
improvement should be undertaken only in those cases
where there is clearly a public benefit and a substantial
contribution by individuals or others at interest to the
extent of at least 25 per cent of the cost of the work.

The Department, therefore, makes no recommendation
for further legislation.

Respectfully submitted,

William F. Williams,
Commissioner of Public Works.

Richard K. Hale,
Frank E. Lyman,

Associate Commissioners.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.


