
HOUSE No. 80

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF CONSERVATION RELATIVE TO THE
MAINTENANCE BY THE COMMONWEALTH
OF FISH-REARING STATIONS IN THE
COUNTY OF ESSEX.

[Conservation.]

Department of Conservation
Division of Fisheries and Gam

State House, Boston, November 26, 1928,

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of Massa-
chusetts in General Court assembled.

On April 10, 1928, the following resolve, chapter 17,
was approved by the Governor:

Cfte Commontoealtf) of Massachusetts.

Resolved, That the department of conservation is hereby authorized
and directed to investigate relative to the advisability, feasibility and
cost of the establishment and maintenance by the commonwealth of
one or more fish rearing stations in the county of Essex, having in view
the present expenditure programme of the division of fisheries and
game, exclusive of the expenditures proposed therein on shellfish and
deep sea fisheries, and the probable revenue from license fees. The
department shall report the results of its investigation and its recom-
mendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation to carry the
same into effect, to the general court by filing the same with the clerk
of the house of representatives on or before December first in the cur-
rent year.

The Department of Conservation has investigated the
subject matter of the resolve and herewith submits its
report.
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The resolve calls for an investigation and report
relative to the advisability, feasibility and cost of the
establishment and maintenance by the Commonwealth
of one or more fish-rearing stations in the County of
Essex. Independently of this resolve this proposition
has been before the Division of Fisheries and Game of
this Department for a number of years. On various
occasions during that period expert fish culturists of that
Division have investigated possible sites for the es-
tablishment of trout-rearing stations, and for groups of
ponds in which such species of pond fish as pickerel,
horned pount, perch and bass could be reared.

Subsequent to the passage of the foregoing resolve,
the Director of the Division of Fisheries and Game
caused the following statement to be published in the
papers of Essex County, and a copy of it was sent to all
the local fish and game clubs in Essex County (of which
there are 19) and to its wardens located in said county
(of which there are 5);

Chapter 17 of the Resolves of 1928 directs the Department of Con-
servation “to investigate relative to the advisability, feasibility and
cost of the establishment and maintenance by the commonwealth of
one or more fish-rearing stations in the county of Essex.”

We have delayed taking action on this matter since the passage of
the resolve, owing to the presence of foliage on trees and bushes making
it difficult to investigate prospective sites. The resolve is broadly
drawn and applied to rearing stations of any and all species of fish,
although from the beginning those interested have discussed only
trout.

For trout culture there should be a water supply of at least a thou-
sand gallons of spring water a minute. The temperature should run
from 48° to 60° in extremes of cold and hot weather. The contour of
the ground must permit of a four-foot fall to every hundred feet, in
order to obtain proper aeration in the pools. The area for pool sites
must be sufficiently free from large bowlders, stumps, quicksand, or
deep muck, to make possible the construction of pools at a reasonable
cost. The location must be reasonably near a good road to permit the
use of trucks in operating the plant.

For pond fish (pickerel, perch, horned pout, and bluegills) there
should be a series of ponds from ten to twenty-five acres each, brook
or spring fed, but so situated that the ponds can be drawn absolutely
dry and the fish easily collected at the outlet of each pond. Such ponds
shouldrun from ten feet to nothing in depth. They should all be on the
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same brook (or tributaries) to permit of economic operation. The
location should permit of putting at least a hundred acres under water,
divided into ponds as above. The contour of the ground must be such
as to permit the construction of dams at a reasonable cost. The unit
must also be near a road that will permit the use of trucks in operating
it. The temperature is relatively unimportant, though for pond fish
it can be much warmer than for trout.

During the past three years local clubs and representatives of this
Division have investigated all of the locations for a trout-rearing
station that have been brought to our attention, and a suitable location
has yet to be found. The same may be said of the site of a pond cul-
tural unit.

The Division will be pleased to receive communications from any
individual or group in the county, with specifications on any location
which may appear to meet the above requirements for either groups
of fish. We earnestly urge every one to be very careful in suggesting
any locations. A thousand gallons a minute means a large water
supply for trout. For the pond cultural units the complete and perfect
drainage and adequate water supply are basic requirements.

Address all communications on this subject to the Division of Fish-
eries and Game, State House, Boston, Mass.

Throughout the ensuing period the Director, through
the fish culturist experts of his Division, caused to be
examined all proposed locations brought to the attention
of the Division.

Our previous investigations and those made since the
passage of the resolve have failed to disclose any loca-
tion which would be suitable, as to volume of water,
quality of water, and contour of the ground, for the
establishment of any type of fish-rearing station in said
county that would meet the requirements and justify
expenditures on behalf of the Commonwealth.

Irrespective of whether or not future instructions are
given to this Department by the Legislature, we shall
continue to remain on the alert to investigate any lo-
cations which may come to our notice, in the hope that
as time goes on it will be possible to establish one or
more fish-rearing stations in Essex County.

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM A. L. BAZELEY,
Commissioner of Conservation.




