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To the General Court of Massachusetts.
I have the honor to submit to the Legislature the

report required by the provisions of chapter 26 of the
Resolves of the year 1928, entitled “Resolve relative to
the Sanitary Conditions in the Merrimack River.”

Respectfully

GEORGE H. BIGELOW, M.D.
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In accordance with the requirements of chapter 26 of
the Resolves of the year 1928, the Department of Public
Health during the past year investigated the condition
of the Merrimack River and the pollution thereof within
the Commonwealth to determine whether the condition
of the stream has changed materially since previous
investigations, especially within the last five years, and
presents herewith its report.

REPORT.
The resolve is as follows:

Resolved, That the department of public health is hereby authorized
and directed to investigate the condition of the Merrimackriver and
the pollution thereof within the limits of the commonwealth and to
determine whether the condition of the stream has changed materially
since previous investigations thereof, especially within the last five
years, at any point within the aforesaid limits. Said department may
examine in connection with this investigation all sewers discharging
into said river and its tributaries within any of the cities and towns
bordering thereon within the commonwealth and may enter the
premises of any manufacturing establishment for the purpose of
making an examination of the amount and character of any sewage
or waste discharged therefrom into the river or any tributary thereof
within such cities and towns.

The department shall report to the general court the results of its
investigation and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts
of legislation to carry the same into effect, by filing the same with
the clerk of the house of representatives on or before December first
in the current year, and for the purposes of this resolve, the depart-
ment may expend such sum, not exceeding one thousand dollars, as
may hereafter be appropriated.

The summer of 1928 has been characterized by a very
high flow in the Merrimack River, the flow in the three
months of June, July and August being nearly double
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the normal. On the other hand, there was a marked
reduction in the industrial operations carried on in the
principal cities in the Merrimack valley between the
years 1923 and 1928 corresponding with a depression in
the principal industries of those cities. There has also
been a decided reduction in the quantity of water used
in the cities of Lowell and Haverhill since 1923, while in
Lawrence and Methuen the water consumption has not
changed materially.

In consequence of these conditions there is no doubt
that the amount of pollution entering the Merrimack
River has been less during the past year than in the
year 1923, while, on the other hand, the dilution by
reason of the high flow of the river has been far greater
than in the latter year. Analyses of the water of the
river at various points between the New Hampshire State
line and Newburyport show that there has been a very
marked reduction in the quantity of organic matter in
the water and consequently a material improvement in
the condition of the river.

Under the circumstances, the Department recommends
that the observations of the river be continued until the
industrial conditions have improved and flow of the
stream has returned to normal.

Financial Statement.
Sanitary Condition, Merrimack River, Chapter 26, Resolves of 1928.

Appropriation $l,OOO C$l,OOO 00
Expended to November 30, 1928

$220 00Services
Travel 47 30

$267 30
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Resolve authorizing the Department of Public Health
TO CONTINUE ITS INVESTIGATION OF THE MERRIMACK
River and the Pollution thereof.

Resolved, That the department of public health is hereby
authorized and directed to investigate the condition of the
Merrimack river and the pollution thereof within the limits
of the commonwealth and to determine whether the condi-
tion of the stream has changed materially since previous in-
vestigations thereof, especially within the last six years, at
any point within the aforesaid limits. Said department may
examine in connection with this investigation all sewers dis-
charging into said river and its tributaries within any of the
cities and towns bordering thereon within the commonwealth
and may enter the premises of any manufacturing establish-
ment for the purpose of making an examination of the amount
and character of any sewage or waste discharged therefrom
into the river or any tributary thereof within such cities and
towns.

The department shall report to the general court the results
of its investigation and its recommendations, if any, together
with drafts of legislation to carry the same into effect, by
filing the same with the clerk of the house of representatives
on or before December first of the current year, and for the
purposes of this resolve, the department may expend such sum,
not exceeding one thousand dollars, as may hereafter be ap-
propriated.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION


