
HOUSE No. 84

PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE SPECIAL
COMMISSION ESTABLISHED TO INVESTI-
GATE MUNICIPAL EXPENDITURES AND
UNDERTAKINGS AND THE APPROPRI-
ATION OF MONEY UNDER MUNICIPAL
AUTHORITY, AND REPORT OF SAID COM-
MISSION ON APPOINTMENTS BY TOWN
BOARDS OF ANY OF THEIR MEMBERS TO
OTHER TOWN OFFICES AND POSITIONS.

[Rules. Towns.]

State House, Boston, November 30, 1928.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The General Court of 1928 passed the following
resolve, which was approved May 14, 1928:

Cbc CommontoealtJ) of £passac|nisctts

Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, consisting: of one
member of the senate to be designated by the president thereof,
three members of the house of representatives to be designated by
the speaker thereof, and three persons to be appointed by the
governor, shall investigate municipal expenditures and undertakings
in the commonwealth and the laws relative to the appropriation and
expenditure of money under municipal authority, with a view to
recommending such changes as may appear to be necessary and
desirable. Said commission shall hold healings and may call upon
the commissioner of corporations and taxation, the director of the
division of accounts, and other departments, commissions and officers
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of the commonwealth and of the several counties and municipalities
for such information as may be needed in the course of its investi-
gation. Said commission shall be provided with quarters in the
state house or elsewhere, and may expend, after an appropriation
has been made, for expert, clerical and other services and expenses
such sums, not exceeding in the aggregate five thousand dollars, as
may be approved by the governor and council. The commission
shall report to the general court the results of its investigation and
its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation
necessary to carry its recommendations into effect, by filing the
same with the clerk of the house of representatives not later than
December first in the current year.

At its organization meeting, September 20, 1928, the
Commission elected Senator Harvey A. Gallup of
North Adams chairman, and Representative Frank
W. Osborne of Lynn vice-chairman.

Under chapter 371 of the Acts of 1928 the Com-
mission was further authorized and directed to con-
sider the matter of the appointment by town boards of
any of their respective members to other town offices
and positions, with the view of ascertaining to what
extent town offices and positions are now filled by
appointment as aforesaid, and of recommending such
changes in the laws relating to such appointments as
it may deem necessary and expedient.

The Commission forwarded 1,100 questionnaires to
officials, civic organizations and citizens in all the
towns of the Commonwealth, and on the basis of the
replies received recommends the enactment of the ac-
companying bill.

At its meetings the Commission discussed at length
various amendments to the statutes with the objective
of reducing municipal expenditures, and in a number
of instances voted that the conclusions reached be
drafted into statutory form and submitted to the Gen-
eral Court.

Due to the large volume of work developing and the
limited period in which to do it, the Commission finds
that additional time will be required in which to draft
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its further recommendations. These, it is believed,
can be presented for the consideration of the General
Court in January, at which time the Commission, ex-which time the Commission ex-
pects to file its final report.

Respectfully submitted,

HARVEY A. GALLUP.
FRANK W. OSBORNE.
LOUIS N. M. DesCHENES.
HENRY S. DENNISON.
ROGER W. BABSON.
DANIEL J. COAKLEY.
ERNEST H. VAUGHAN.
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An Act relative to the Appointment of its Members by a
Town Board to Other Town Offices or Positions.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows
Chapter forty-one of the General Laws is hereby amended

by inserting after section four the following new section:
Section 4A. A town board may, if authorized by vote of the
town, appoint any of its members to another town office or
position, but not for a term exceeding one year unless the
statutory term of such office or position exceeds one year, in
which case the appointment shall be for the statutory term.
The salary of any such appointee shall be fixed by vote of
the town, notwithstanding the provisions of section one hun-
dred and eight.

Ordered, That the time be extended to January ,
nine-

teen hundred and twenty-nine, within which the general court
will receive the report of the special commission established
(under chapter forty-eight of the resolves of nineteen hun-
dred and twenty-eight) to investigate municipal expenditures
and undertakings and the laws relative to the appropriation
and expenditure of money under municipal authority.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

ORDER GRANTING EXTENSION OF TIME


