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PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COM-
MISSION DIRECTED TO INVESTIGATE THE ES-
SENTIAL NEEDS OF THE CITIES AND TOWNS
SERVED BY THE BOSTON ELEVATED RAILWAY.

[Rules.]

Boston, Mass., December ], 1928.

To the General Court of Massachusetts.
In accordance with the provisions of chapter 66 of the

Resolves of 1928, approved July 25, 1928, the Special Rapid
Transit Commission submits herewith a preliminary report
of its activities, and will file a complete report showing the
results of the Special Commission’s investigations, its recom-
mendations and drafts for legislation within the next few
weeks.

Chapter 66 of the Resolves of 1928, creating the Special
Commission on Rapid Transit, reads:
Resolve providing for an Investigation by a Special Commis-

sionrelative to Rapid Transit Needs in Boston, Chelsea,
Revere and Vicinity.

Cbc CommontocaltJ) of 9@assac!)usetts

Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, consisting of one
member of the senate to be designated by the president thereof, three
members of thehouse of representatives to be designated by the speaker
thereof, four persons to be appointed by the governor and one person
to be appointed by the mayor of the city of Boston, shall investigate
the essential needs of the cities and towns served by the Boston elevated
railway system, including the cities of Chelsea and Revere, for addi-
tional rapid transit lines, or improvements in existing lines, and the
cost, route or routes, and economies, if any, which might result from
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such construction over such routes of such lines, if any, as shall be
recommended, giving alternative routes if in the opinion of the com-
mission there is a choice of routes; and that the said commission shall
also consider ways and means for financing the cost of such extensions
and improvements as are recommended, including the allocation of the
cost between the car rider, the municipality and other interests, if any.

The commission shall report to the general court the results of its
investigation and its recommendations, together with drafts of legisla-
tion necessary to carry the same into effect, by filing the same with the
clerk of the house of representatives on or before December first of the
current year.

The transit department of the city of Boston and the trustees of the
Boston Elevated Railway Company shall furnish the said commission
with all information on the subject matter of this resolve which they
have in their possession, and said trustees shall also give the said
commission such other assistance as it shall require. After an appro-
priation has been made, the said commission may expend for services
of a secretary and for incidental traveling expenses a sum not exceeding
fifteen hundred dollars.

The Special Rapid Transit Commission organized Friday,
September 21, 1928, at the offices of the Metropolitan Plan-
ning Board, 44 School Street, Boston, and unanimously
elected, as chairman, Senator Gaspar G. Bacon of Boston.
Richard T. Howard of Boston was chosen secretary.

The members of the Special Commission include Senator
Gaspar G. Bacon of Jamaica Plain (Boston), Henry I. Hard-
man of Newton, Charles R. Gow of Brookline, Maurice Caro
of Chelsea, Roscoe Walsworth of Revere, Representative
George A. Gilman of Roslindale, Representative William H.
Hearn of East Boston, Representative Newland H. Holmes
of Weymouth, and Robert J. Bottomly of Jamaica Plain.»
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Senator Bacon was designated as the representative of the
Massachusetts Senate, and Representatives Gilman, Hearn
and Holmes from the Massachusetts House were designated
to represent that body. Messrs. Harriman, Gow, Caro and
Walsworth were named by His Excellency the Governor of
the Commonwealth, and Mr. Bottomly was appointed by
His Honor the Mayor of Boston.

Immediately after organizing, the Special Commission took
up the work assigned, and arranged for public hearings in the
various districts interested, holding the district hearings eve-
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nings in order to give the greatest number of citizens an op-
portunity of appearing at the most convenient time of the
day. Public hearings were held at Chelsea, Revere, Roslin-
dale, Jamaica Plain, Hyde Park, Malden and Everett. The
Special Commission also gave a public hearing at the State
House.

Because of the importance and magnitude of the rapid
transit problem in the district served by the Boston Elevated
Railway system, and also in the cities of Chelsea and Revere,
and because of the anxiety of the Commission to get the best
possible solution, the members felt that better results would
be obtained by further and more exhaustive studies of rapid
transit needs, and for that reason deferred making a com-
plete and final report until later in the present month.

Respectfully,

CASPAR G. BACON, Chairman
For the Committee.
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Ordered, That the time be extended to January , 1929,
within which the General Court will receive the final report
of the special commission directed to investigate the essen-
tial needs of the cities and towns served by the Boston Ele-
vated Railway (including the cities of Chelsea and Revere)
for additional rapid transit lines or improvements in existing
lines and ways and means for financing the cost of such exten-
sions or improvements.

ORDER GRANTING EXTENSION OF TIME.


