
By Mr. Erickson of Worcester, petition of Thure Hanson for an
amendment of the law relative to the solemnization of marriages by
clergymen having established congregations in this Commonwealth.
Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act relative to the Solemnization of Marriage.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section thirty-eight of chapter two hundred and
2 seven of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “resides” in the third line
4 the following words; or has an established congre-
-5 gation, — so as to read as follows; Section 38.
6 A marriage may be solemnized in any place within
7 the commonwealth by a minister of the gospel, or-
-8 dained according to the usage of his denomination,
9 who resides or has an established congregation in

10 the commonwealth and continues to perform the
11 functions of his office; by a rabbi of the Israelitish
12 faith, duly licensed by a congregation of said faith
13 established in the commonwealth, who has filed with
14 the clerk or registrar of the town where he resides a
15 certificate of the establishment of the synagogue, the
16 date of his appointment thereto and of the term of
17 his engagement; by a justice of the peace if he is also
18 clerk or assistant clerk of a town, or a registrar or
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19 assistant registrar, in the town where he holds such
20 office, or if he is also clerk or assistant clerk of a court,
21 in the city or town where the court is authorized to
22 be held, or if he has been designated as provided in
23 the following section and has received a certificate of
24 designation and has qualified thereunder, in the
25 town where he resides; it may be solemnized among
26 Friends or Quakers according to the usage of their
27 societies; but no person shall solemnize a marriage
28 in the commonwealth unless he can read and write
29 the English language.






