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Department of Education,
State House, Boston, January 12, 1929.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts in General Court assembled.

In accordance with section 6 of chapter 3 of the Gen-
eral Laws, as amended by chapter 51 of the Acts of
1923, and by chapter 170 of the Acts of 1924, the De-
partment of Education transmits herewith the peti-
tion of Roland W. Boyden to authorize the Harvard-
Yenching Institute to grant such degrees as may ap-
propriately be granted by a graduate school of arts
and sciences.

The Department does not recommend giving the
Harvard-Yenching Institute the power to grant de-
grees under the bill submitted.

The institution is incorporated under the General
Laws of Massachusetts. Its charter provides for nine
members of the corporation, three of whom shall be
agreeable to the President of Harvard College, three
agreeable to the Board of Trustees of Peking Uni-
versity, and three agreeable to the trustees under the
will of Charles M. Hall, late of the City of Niagara
Falls, New York.

The charter also provides:
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In respect of the three members agreeable to the President of
Harvard College and their successors, from a list of at least three
candidates for each vacancy submitted by the president for the time
being of The President and Fellows of Harvard College, so long
as the name “Harvard” is included in the name of the corpora-
tion; provided that upon thirty days’ written notice by the said
president to the effect that the cooperation of Harvard with the
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Institute is no longer practicable, the memberships of the three
members agreeable to said president or their successors shall be-
come vacant (except that such members shall have the right to
vote in favor of a change in the name of the corporation for a
reasonable period thereafter) and this subparagraph shall become
void; provided further that said president may at any time re-
move any of these three members or their successors.

The word “Harvard” may be stricken from the name of the
corporation at any time upon the affirmative vote of a majority of
such of its members as have been appointed by the said president.
Similarly, the word “Yenching” may be stricken from the name of
the corporation at any time upon the affirmative vote of a majority
of such of its members as have been appointed by the board of
trustees of Peking University, a corporation organized and existing
under the laws of New York.

In case Harvard College severs its relation with
this institution, thereby removing the three members
nominated by the President of Harvard College and
striking the word “Harvard” from the name of the
corporation, it would be possible for the institute to
function without any connection with an institution
within the Commonwealth and to be controlled entirely
by persons outside Massachusetts.

If the bill is redrafted so that the power to grant
degrees is limited to such time as the name of the
Harvard-Yenching Institute is unchanged, the Depart-
ment will recommend that the petition be granted.

Very truly yours,

PAYSON SMITH,
Commissioner of Education.
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Petition of Roland W. Boyden that the Harvard-Yenching Insti-
tute be authorized to grant degrees. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act to empower Harvard-Yenching Institute to
grant Degrees.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Harvard-Yenching Institute, a corporation cre-
-2 ated under and by virtue of the provisions of chap-
3 ter one hundred and eighty of the G-eneral Laws,
4 is hereby given power to grant to students for
5 work performed under its direction degrees of such
6 kinds as may appropriately be granted by a gradu-
-7 ate school of arts and sciences, and to confer hon-
-8 orary degrees upon such other persons as the
9 board of trustees of such corporation may deem

10 appropriate.
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