
HOUSE 823
By Mr. Cavanagh of Cambridge, petition of James E. Finnegan

that boards of public welfare be authorized to remove to infirm-
aries certain poor and indigent persons. Public Institutions.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

An Act making Provision for the Removal of Certain
Persons to an Infirmary by the Board of Public Wel-
fare.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section two of chapter one hundred and seven-
-2 teen of the General Laws is hereby amended by add-
-3 ing at the end thereof the following: They may
4 also remove to an infirmary such poor and indigent
5 persons as they consider incapable of caring for them-
-6 selves. If any such person refuses to submit to
7 removal, the overseers, or any of their officers or
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16 place, shall hear and examine upon oath such person
17 or persons, and shall hear such other evidence as may
18 be material. If, upon hearing, it appears that the
19 person sought to be removed is unable to support
20 himself and that his necessities, or the public interest,
21 require his removal, the court shall issue an order in
22 writing, directed to a duly constituted officer or agent
23 of said overseers, reciting that such person appears to
24 be a pauper, and that his necessities, or the public
25 interest, require his removal and commanding such
26 officer or agent to remove him to an infirmary, and
27 such officer or agent shall thereupon make the removal
28 as ordered. After the removal is made, such officer
29 or agent shall file such order, with his return thereon,
30 with the clerk of the court from which it was issued,
31 so as to read as follows: Section 2. The overseers
32 of the poor, hereafter in this chapter called the over-
-33 seers, shall have the care and oversight of all such
34 poor and indigent persons so long as they remain at
35 the charge of their respective towns, and shall see
36 that they are suitably relieved, supported and em-
-37 ployed, either in the workhouse or almshouse, or in such
38 other manner as the town directs, or otherwise at the
39 discretion of the overseers. They may remove to the
40 almshouse children suffering destitution from extreme
41 neglect of dissolute or intemperate parents or guardi-
-42 ans, except as otherwise provided. They may also
43 remove to an infirmary such poor and indigent per-
-44 sons as they consider incapable of caring for them-
-45 selves. If any such person refuses to submit to re-
-46 moval, the overseers, or any of their officers or agents,
47 may apply to the district court of the district where
48 such person resides for an order directing that such
49 removal be made. Upon such application, the court
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50 shall forthwith cause a summons to be served upon
51 the person so refusing, and if he is a minor, upon his
52 parent or guardian, requiring the attendance of the
53 person so summoned at a time and place appointed
54 therein for hearing; and, at such time and place, shall
55 hear and examine upon oath such person or persons,
56 and shall hear such other evidence as may be material.
57 If, upon hearing, it appears that the person sought
58 to be removed is unable to support himself and that
59 his necessities, or the public interest, require his
60 removal, the court shall issue an order in writing,
61 directed to a duly constituted officer or agent of said
62 overseers, reciting that such person appears to be a
63 pauper, and that his necessities, or the public interest,
64 require his removal and commanding such officer or
65 agent to remove him to an infirmary, and such
66 officer or agent shall thereupon make the removal as
67 ordered. After the removal is made, such officer or
68 agent shall file such order, with his return thereon,
69 with the clerk of the court from which it was issued.




