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eXPLANATORY STATEMENT OF REPRESEN-
TATIVE ELIOT WADSWORTH OF BOSTON.
ISSUED ON BEHALF OF THE COMMITTEE
ON METROPOLITAN AFFAIRS, WITH REF-
ERENCE TO THE BILL REAPPORTIONING
THE COST OF LAYING OUT AND CON-
STRUCTING THE NORTHERN ARTERY, SO-
CALLED, AND ABOLISHING AND REMIT-
TING BETTERMENT ASSESSMENTS IN CON-
NECTION WITH THE LAYING OUT AND
CONSTRUCTION OF SAID ARTERY AND
THE SOUTHERN ARTERY, SO-CALLED
(HOUSE, NO. 1148).

;ed as a House Document
March 15, 1929.1
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The Department of Public Works was authorized to
carry out the work and required to assess betterments
on property specially benefited.

The sum of $1,800,000 was made available, and
$276,721.87 remains unexpended.

Betterments have been assessed amounting to $160,-
510.67 against 490 pieces of property in Boston and
$124,419.48 against 308 pieces of property in Quincy,
The amount paid in on betterments in cash to date is
$77,530.49.

Petitions for abatement have been filed in the case of
274 parcels in Boston and 308 parcels in Quincy.

The Northern Artery was constructed under authority
of chapter 489 of the Acts of 1924, and amendments
thereof.

The cost shall be paid for as follow
Per Ceni

25

A commission of three, appointed by the Supreme
Judicial Court, is created to allocate the cost among
the cities and towns benefited.

The Metropolitan District Commission was author-
ized to carry out the work and assess betterments.

The sum of $2,950,000 was made available, and $2,780,-
738.38 has been expended. It is estimated that $315,000
is needed to complete the work, pay interest and provide
$15,000 for the expenses of the special commission.

Betterments proposed in 1925 amounted to $241,-
727.82 in Somerville and $151,738.00 in Cambridge.
After revision and abatements, final betterments were
assessed in Somerville of $151,530.76 against 520 pieces
of property, and in Cambridge of $106,662.89 against
80 pieces of property. The amount paid in on better-
ments in cash to date is $105,225.86.

At hearings before the Joint Committee on Metro-
politan Affairs, owners of property against whom better-
ments have been assessed along both the Southern and
Northern Arteries protested that there is in fact no
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increase in value of property near a traffic artery, and that
the value is often decreased due to the continuous day
and night traffic of commercial and pleasure vehicles.

Representatives of Essex County protested against
the assessment of any part of the cost of the Northern
Artery against cities and towns in that county. They
asked for legislation which would prevent the commission
of three from allocating any part of the cost of the North-
ern Artery to any part of Essex County.

The city of Boston and other communities protested
against the allocation of any part of the cost of the
Northern Artery against them.

The Committee on Metropolitan Affairs has given
careful consideration to this situation and now files a bill
to accomplish the following purposes:

Betterments.
The bill repeals the provision for assessing better-

ments on the Southern and Northern Arteries and
provides for repayment of amounts already collected.

It appears to the Committee that not only is it diffi-
cult to fairly assess betterments on property adjoining
traffic arteries but there probably is little, if any, increase
in values, except in the case of industrial property.

The Committee is inclined to believe that a traffic artery
which provides an improved facility to all property
owners in a community and that a fairer allotment of the
cost between all the property can better be made through
local taxation. Local authorities may raise the assess-
ment on property specially benefited after the effect of
the artery is proven.

The Committee feels that the assessment of better-
ments in connection with through traffic arteries should
be carefully considered before being again imposed.

Southern Artery Cost,

The Committee recommends no further change in the
allocation of the cost of the Southern Artery.



[Mar. 1929.HOUSE — No. 1149.4

•e

Northern Artery Cost.
The bill provides for’ a definite allocation of the cost

on the following basis:
Per Ci

To the State Highway Fund .... 50

To the Metropolitan District .... 10
To the County of Middlesex . . • • 10

To the County of Essex 1°
To the city of Cambridge 1°

To the city of Somerville 1°

The Committee offers this division of the cost as being

generally fair to all interested parties. If it is adopted
there will be no need of the commission of three, which
it is estimated will cost $15,000, and the possibility of

court action against the decision of the commission,

with consequent delays, will be eliminated.
The charge against the Highway Fund is increased

from 25 per cent to 50 per cent. This is the beginning
of a new policy for meeting the cost of traffic arteries.

The Highway Fund is collected by a gasoline tax from
J. 11C
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all cars and should bring in an increasing income, i

Committee believes that the Highway Fund should
meet the cost of traffic arteries in the future so far as its

income allows, and hopes that ultimately the fund will

be sufficient to pay the entire cost, leaving only the expense

of maintaining such arteries upon cities and towns throug

which they pass. The allocation of the other half m

five parts is to a certain extent an arbitrary division, -a.

appears to the Committee as being reasonable.
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