
House of Representatives, April 9, 1929.

The committee on Mercantile Affairs, to whom was
referred the preliminary and final reports of the special
commission (Commissioners of Labor and Industries and
Administration and Finance and the Attorney-General)
established to investigate into the laws relating to
hawkers and pedlers (Senate, No. 5), report the accom-
panying bill (House, No. 1227).

For the committee

JOHN HALLIWELI

HOUSE No. 1227

CJ)t Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-Nine.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

an Act relating to Hawkers and Pedlers.

Clic Commontoealtl) of egaosaclnisetts

1 Section 1. Section fifteen of chapter one hundred
2 and one of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out, in the second and third lines, the words
4 “having a permanent place of business in the com-

-5 monwealth and, so as to read as follows: Section
6 15. The provisions of this chapter relating to hawkers
7 and pedlers shall not apply to wholesalers or jobbers
8 selling to dealers only, nor to commercial agents or

9 other persons selling by sample, lists, catalogues or
10 otherwise for future delivery, nor to any person who
11 peddles only fish obtained his own labor or that of
12 his family, fruits, vegetables or other farm products
13 raised or produced by himself or his family, nor to
14 persons selling articles for charitable purposes under
15 section thirty-three.

1 Section 2. Said chapter one hundred and one is
2 hereby further amended by striking out section six-
-3 teen and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 16. The sale by hawkers or pedlers of
5 jewelry, furs, wines or spirituous liquors is prohibited.
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1 Section 3. Said chapter one hundred and one, as
2 amended in section seventeen by chapter two hun-
-3 dred and eighty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and twenty-three and by section one of chapter one

5 hundred and eighty-five of the acts of nineteen hun-
-6 dred and twenty-seven, is hereby further amended by
7 striking out said section seventeen and inserting in
8 place thereof the following:
9 Section 17. Hawkers and pedlers may sell without

10 a license newspapers, ice, flowering plants, and such
11 flowers, fruits, nuts and berries as are wild or unculti-
-12 vated. The aldermen or selectmen may by regula-
-13 tions, not inconsistent with this chapter, regulate the
14 sale or barter, and the carrying for sale or barter or
15 exposing therefor, by hawkers and pedlers, of said
16 articles without the payment of any fee; may in like
17 manner require hawkers and pedlers of meats, butter,
18 cheese, fish or fresh fruit or vegetables to be licensed
19 except as otherwise provided, and may make regula-
-20 tions governing the same, provided that the license
21 fee does not exceed that prescribed by section twenty-
-22 two for a license embracing the same territorial limits;
23 and may in like manner affix penalties for violations
24 of such regulations not to exceed the sum of twenty
25 dollars for each such violation. A hawker and pedler
26 of meats, butter, cheese, fish or fresh fruit and vege-
-27 tables licensed under this section need not be licensed
28 under section twenty-two.

1 Section 4. Section nineteen of said chapter one
2 hundred and one is hereby amended by striking out,
3 in the thirteenth and fourteenth lines, the words
4 “enumerated in” and inserting in place thereof the
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5 words: which may be sold without a license under,
6 —soas to read as follows: Section 19. The alder-
-7 men or selectmen may make regulations consistent
8 with the general laws relative to the exercise of the
9 trade of bootblacking by minors, and to the sale or

10 barter by minors of any goods, wares or merchandise
11 the sale of which is permitted without a license by
12 section seventeen, and may prohibit such trade or
13 such sales, or may require a minor to obtain from them
14 a permit therefor to be issued on terms and condi-
-15 tions prescribed in such regulations; provided, that
16 in the case of girls under the age of eighteen years and
17 of boys under the age of sixteen years the foregoing
18 powers in cities shall be vested in and exercised by the
19 school committee. No permit issued to a minor
20 under this section nor badge issued to him under sec-
-21 tions sixty-nine to seventy-three, inclusive, of chapter
22 one hundred and forty-nine shall authorize the sale
23 by a minor of any article, other than those which may
24 be sold without a license under section seventeen. A
25 minor who sells such article or exercises such trade
26 without a permit, if one is required, or who violates
27 the conditions of his permit or any provision of said
28 regulations, shall be punished by a fine of not more
29 than ten dollars.

1 Section 5. Said chapter one hundred and one is
2 hereby further amended by striking out section
3 twenty-two and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing:

5 Section 22. The director may grant a license to

6 go about carrying for sale or barter, exposing therefor
7 and selling or bartering any goods, wares or mer-
-8 chandise, the sale of which is not prohibited by section
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9 sixteen, to any person who files in his office a certificate
10 signed by the mayor or by a majority of the select-
-11 men, stating that to the best of his or their knowledge
12 and belief the applicant therein named is of good
13 repute as to morals and integrity, and is, or has de-
-14 dared his intention to become, a citizen of the United
15 States. The mayor or selectmen, before granting
16 such certificate, shall require the applicant to make
17 oath that he is the person named therein, and that
18 he is, or has declared his intention to become, a
19 citizen of the United States. The oath shall be certi-

-20 tied by any officer duly qualified to administer oaths
21 and shall accompany the certificate. The director
22 shall cause to be inserted in every such license the
23 amount of the license fee and the name of the town
24 for which it is issued. The licensee may go about
25 carrying for sale or barter, exposing therefor and sell'
26 ing or bartering in any town mentioned in his license
27 any meats, butter, cheese, fish, fruits, vegetables or
28 other goods, wares or merchandise, not prohibited in
29 section sixteen, upon payment to the director of the
30 following fees: for each town containing not more
31 than one thousand inhabitants, according to the then
32 latest census, state or national, four dollars; for each
33 town containing more than one thousand and not
34 more than two thousand inhabitants, seven dollars;
35 for each town containing more than two thousand
36 and not more than three thousand inhabitants, nine
37 dollars; for each town containing more than three
38 thousand and not more than four thousand inhabi-
-39 tants, eleven dollars; and for each city and each other
40 town, eleven dollars, and one dollar for every one
41 thousand inhabitants thereof over four thousand;
42 but the fee shall in no case exceed twenty-six dollars,
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43 and the amount paid shall be certified on the face
44 of the license. The director shall retain one dollar
45 for every city and town named in each of the above
46 described licenses, and shall pay over to the respective
47 cities and towns at least semi-annually the balance of
48 said fees so received. The director may grant, as
49 aforesaid, special state licenses upon payment by
50 the applicant of fifty dollars for each license; and the
51 licensee may go about carrying for sale or barter, ex-
-52 posing therefor and selling or bartering in any city or
53 town in the commonwealth any meats, butter, cheese,
54 fish, fruits, vegetables, or other goods, wares or mer-
-55 chandise, the sale of which is not prohibited by
56 statute. A hawker or pedler licensed under this
57 section need not be licensed under section seventeen
58 or twenty-three in any city or town which is embraced
59 within the territorial limits for which the license
60 under this section is issued.

1 Section 6. Said chapter one hundred and one, as
2 amended in section twenty-three by section two of
3 chapter one hundred and eighty-five of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and twenty-seven, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out said section twenty-three
6 and inserting in place thereof the following:
7 Section 23. The director may also grant as afore-
-8 said special county licenses for each county mentioned
9 therein; and the licensee may go about carrying for

10 sale or barter, exposing therefor and selling or barter-
-11 ing within such county any goods, wares or merchan-
-12 dise manufactured by himself or by his employer and
13 not prohibited by section sixteen, upon paying to the
14 director the amounts following: for Suffolk, Essex,
15 Middlesex and Worcester, each, ten dollars; for Nor-
-16 folk, Plymouth, Bristol, Berkshire and Hampden, each,
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17 eight dollars; for Franklin, Hampshire and Barnstable,
18 each, six dollars; and for Dukes county and Nan-
-19 tucket, each, four dollars. The license shall describe
20 the manufactured articles to be sold or bartered under
21 it, and shall not authorize the sale or barter of any
22 other article by the licensee. In case the licensee is
23 selling or bartering goods, wares or merchandise manu-
-24 factured by his employer, the name of such employer
25 shall be stated upon the license. The director shall
26 retain one dollar for every county named in each of the
27 above described licenses, and shall pay over to the
28 treasurers of the respective counties at least semi-
-29 annually the balance of said fees so received. A hawker
30 or pedler licensed under this section need not be
31 licensed under section twenty-two in any city or town
32 embraced within the territorial limits for which the
33 license under this section is issued.

1 Section 7. Said chapter one hundred and one, as
2 amended in section twenty-five by chapter one hun-
-3 dred and nineteen of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 twenty-seven, is hereby further amended by striking
5 out said section twenty-five and inserting in place
6 thereof the following:
7 Section 25. A license granted under section twenty-
-8 two or twenty-three may be transferred by the di-
-9 rector, upon application therefor, accompanied by a

10 fee of one dollar and upon evidence furnished by the
11 applicant like that required for the original granting
12 of such license, and the transferee of a license granted
13 under said section twenty-three may go about carrying
14 for sale or barter, exposing therefor and selling or
15 bartering any articles described therein within the
16 county therein set forth. The director may make
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17 rules and regulations consistent with law covering the
18 transfer of licenses granted under said section twenty-
-19 three.

1 Section 8. Section twenty-seven of said chapter
2 one hundred and one is hereby amended by striking
3 out, in the eighth and in the twelfth lines, the word
4 “foot”, and by striking out the last sentence and
5 inserting in place thereof the following: Each
6 wagon or other vehicle shall have attached to the
7 front or side thereof, in a place where it may readily
8 and plainly be seen, the plate or tag provided by the
9 director with the license number attached thereto,

10 so as to read as follows: ■— Section 27. Every person
11 licensed as a hawker or pedler shall endorse his usual
12 signature upon his license. He shall produce his li-

-13 cense for inspection whenever demanded by a mayor,
14 alderman, selectman, director or inspector of stand-
-15 ards, sealer of weights and measures, city or town
16 treasurer or clerk, constable, police officer or justice
17 of the peace; and if he fails so to do, he shall be sub-
-18 ject to the same penalty as if he had no license. The
19 director shall, at the expense of the licensee, provide
20 a badge for each pedler and plates or tags for each
21 pack, parcel or vehicle used in hawking or peddling.
22 Such badges, plates or tags shall bear the number of
23 the license, the word “pedler”, and such other infor-
-24 mation as the director may deem necessary. Each
25 pedler shall wear his badge in a conspicuous place.
26 Each wagon or other vehicle shall have attached to
27 the front or side thereof, in a place where it may
28 readily and plainly be seen, the plate or tag provided
29 by the director with the license number attached
30 thereto.
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1 Section 9. Section thirty of said chapter one hun-
-2 dred and one, as amended by chapter one hundred
3 and fifty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 twenty-three and by chapter two hundred and four-
-5 teen of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-eight,
6 is hereby further amended by inserting after the word
7 “public” in the eleventh line the words;-—, or for
8 any other sufficient cause, so as to read as follows:
9 Section 30. Any license granted by the director to

10 a hawker or pedler may be revoked by him upon
11 conviction of the licensee of any crime which in the
12 judgment of the director warrants such revocation,
13 or upon the submission to the director of evidence
14 satisfactory to him that, during the term of the li-
-15 cense, the licensee has accepted or solicited money
16 otherwise than through the bona fide sale or barter of
17 goods, wares or merchandise or has violated any pro-
-18 vision of section ten A of chapter two hundred and
19 sixty-four, or has in any manner begged or solicited
20 alms from the public, or for any other sufficient
21 cause. Whenever any person is convicted of a viola-
-22 tion of any provision of this chapter, relative to
23 hawkers and pedlers, or a person holding such a license
24 is convicted of any crime, the clerk of the court in
25 which, or the trial justice by whom, such person was
26 convicted shall notify the director.








