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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am herewith returning, without my approval, House
No. 478, entitled “An Act Providing for an Additional
Judge of Probate and Insolvency for the County of
Hampden and Abolishing the Office of Special Judge of
Probate and Insolvency in said County.”

This measure provides for two Judges of Probate in
the County of Hampden and involves an annual expense
to the county of sixty-five hundred dollars in addition
to the present expenses of this court. There is no evi-
dence of the need of an additional official of this kind,
and there has been no demand, so far as I can learn, on
the part of Hampden County officials for this legislation.

The volume of business transacted by the Probate
Court of Hampden County is indicated by the amount
of fees received. The fees during 1927, the last year for
which records are available, amounted to $7,028.50.
The amount of fees received in the Probate Court of
Bristol County for the same period was $8,754.63.
Hampden County has a population of 327,088 as com-
pared with 383,795 for Bristol County. Notwithstand-
ing the greater volume of business transacted in Bristol
County and the larger population, the Probate Court in
Bristol is administered by one Judge. In my opinion,
the volume of business transacted and the population
of Hampden County do not require the services of an
additional Judge of Probate.

At the present time there is provision for a Judge and
Special Judge of Probate and Insolvency in Hampden
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County. A special Judge of Probate and Insolvency
performs the duties of a Judge of Probate in cases of
vacancy in office, sickness, disability on account of in-
terest of such Judge, or whenever the Judge in a writing
filed with the Register requests a Special Judge to per-
form his duties; or, in case of the absence of the Judge
from the county. lam confident that this arrangement
provides adequately for handling the business in the
Hampden County Probate Court. There appears, there-
fore, to be no existing exigency requiring the legislation
in question.

FRANK G. ALLEN.






