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By Mr. Moriarty of Lowell, petition of Daniel F. Moriarty that the

chief of police be authorized to cast the deciding vote in cases of tie
votes or other disagreements in the election commission of the city of
Lowell. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty.

An Act authorizing the Chief of Police of the City of
Lowell to cast the Deciding Vote in Case of a Tie
Vote or Other Disagreement in the Election Com-
mission.

1 Chapter one hundred and fifty-four of the acts of
2 nineteen hundred and twenty, as most recently
3 amended by chapter one hundred and thirty-one of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-three, is
5 hereby further amended in section four by striking
6 out, in the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth lines, the
7 words “the state secretary or one of his deputies
8 designated by him” and inserting in place thereof:
9 the chief of police of the city of Lowell, so as to

10 read as follows: Section 4- The commission shall,
11 under the provisions of law, have general supervision
12 of all elections, of the appointment, supervision and
13 compensation of precinct officers, and of the location
14 of polling booths; and may employ such persons as

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

€bc Commontocaltl) of



[Jan. 1930.HOUSE No. 372.

15 they may deem necessary in the performance of
16 their duties; provided, however, that among the
17 persons so employed after the passage of this act,
18 the two dominant political parties shall at all times
19 be equally represented; and provided, further, that
20 nothing contained herein shall be construed as af-
-21 fecting present employees of the registrars of voters,
22 who were employed by them as of January first, nine-
-23 teen hundred and twenty. The commission shall
24 daily during its office hours hold sessions for the
25 registration of voters, excepting where limited by the
26 provisions of the general laws. Whenever, in its
27 opinion, public convenience or necessity so requires,
28 the commission may order sessions for the registering
29 of voters to be held in any of the several voting pre-
-30 cincts, or at the principal office of the commission, and
31 it may require suitable accommodations and neces-
-32 sary records in connection therewith, and it may,
33 furthermore, prepare voting lists of the voters in the
34 several voting precincts by streets or in alphabetical
35 order as provided in section fifty-five of chapter fifty-
-36 one of the General Laws. The commission shall at
37 all times maintain suitable records which shall,
38 unless it is otherwise provided by law, be open to
39 public inspection. In case of a tie vote or other dis-
-40 agreement in said commission, the chief of police of
41 the city of Lowell shall, for the purpose of settling the
42 disagreement or breaking the tie vote, be a member
43 of said commission and shall preside and cast the
44 deciding vote. Each election commissioner shall re-
-45 ceive two thousand dollars annually or such salary,
46 not to exceed two thousand dollars, as the mayor
47 and city council may by ordinance prescribe.
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