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By Mr. Perry of Belmont, petition of Joseph Atkinson that certain

officials of the Salvation Army be authorized to solemnize marriages.
Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty.

An Act relative to the Solemnization of Marriage.

1 Section 1. Section thirty-eight of chapter two
2 hundred and seven of the General Laws, as amended
3 by chapter one hundred and sixty-nine of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and twenty-nine, is hereby further
5 amended by inserting after the word denomination
6 in the sixth line the following; ; by any duly com-
-7 missioned officer of the Salvation Army who resides
8 in the commonwealth and who has filed with the clerk
9 or registrar of the city or town where he resides a

10 true copy of his commission, —so as to read as
11 follows: Section 38. A marriage may be solem-
-12 nized in any place within the commonwealth by a

13 minister of the gospel who resides in the common-

-14 wealth and who is recognized by his church or de-
-15 nomination as duly ordained and in good and regular
16 standing as a minister of such church or denomination;
17 by any duly commissioned officer of the Salvation

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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18 Army who resides in the commonwealth and who
19 has filed with the clerk or registrar of the city or
20 town where he resides, a true copy of his commission;
21 by a rabbi of the Israelitish faith, duly licensed by a
22 congregation of said faith established in the com-
-23 monwealth, who has filed with the clerk or registrar
24 of the city or town where he resides a certificate of
25 the establishment of the synagogue, the date of his
26 appointment thereto and of the term of his engage-
-27 ment; by a justice of the peace if he is also clerk or

28 assistant clerk of a city or town, or a registrar or

29 assistant registrar, in the city or town where he
30 holds such office, or, if he is also clerk or assistant
31 clerk of a court, in the city or town where the court
32 is authorized to be held, or, if he has been desig-
-33 nated as provided in the following section and has
34 received a certificate of designation and has qualified
35 thereunder, in the city or town where he resides; and
36 it may be solemnized among Friends or Quakers
37 according to the usage of their societies; but no person

38 shall solemnize a marriage in the commonwealth
39 unless he can read and write the English language.
40 Churches and other religious organizations shall
41 file in the office of the state secretary information
42 relating to persons recognized or licensed as afore-
-43 said, in such form and at such times as the secretary
44 may require.

1 Section 2. Section forty of said chapter two hun
2 dred and seven is hereby amended by inserting after
3 the word “minister” in the first line the words: —,

4 commissioned officer of the Salvation Army, and
5 by inserting after the word “gospel” in the eighteenth
6 line the words: —, commissioned officer of the Sal-
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7 vation Army, —so as to read as follows: Section
8 40- Every justice of the peace, minister, commis-
-9 sioned officer of the Salvation Army, rabbi and clerk

10 or keeper of the records of a meeting wherein mar-
-11 riages among Friends or Quakers are solemnized shall
12 make and keep a record of each marriage solemnized
13 by him, or in such meeting, and of all facts relative to
14 the marriage required to be recorded by section one

15 of chapter forty-six. He shall also, between the
16 first and tenth days of the month following each
17 marriage solemnized by him, return each certificate
18 issued under section twenty-eight to the clerk or
19 registrar who issued the same; and if the marriage
20 was solemnized in a town other than the place or
21 places where the parties to the marriage resided,
22 return a copy of the certificate, or of either certificate
23 if two were issued, to the clerk or registrar of the
24 town where the marriage was solemnized. Each
25 certificate and copy so returned shall contain a
26 statement giving the place and date of marriage,
27 attested by the signature of the person who solem-
-28 nized the same or of said clerk or keeper of the records
29 of a Friends or Quaker meeting. The person who
30 solemnized the marriage shall add the title of the
31 office by virtue of which the marriage was solemnized,
32 as “justice of the peace,” “minister of the gospel,”
33 “commissioned officer of the Salvation Army,”
34 “clergyman,” “priest” or “rabbi,” and his residence.
35 All certificates or copies so returned shall be recorded
36 by the clerk or registrar receiving them.

1 Section 3. Section forty-two of said chapter two
2 hundred and seven is hereby amended by inserting
3 after the word “gospel” in the third line the words: -
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4 , commissioned officer of the Salvation Army, so as
5 to read as follows: Section J+2. A marriage solem-
-6 nized by a person professing to be a justice of the
7 peace having authority to solemnize marriages, a
8 minister of the gospel, commissioned officer of the
9 Salvation Army or a rabbi, or solemnized among

10 Friends or Quakers according to their usages, shall
11 not be void, nor shall the validity thereof be in any
12 way affected by want of authority in such person or
13 society, or by an omission or by informality in the
14 manner of filing the notice of intention, if the marriage
15 is in other respects lawful and is consummated with a
16 full belief of either of the persons so married that
17 they have been lawfully married.


