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OUTSIDE THE BUILDING 
 
Big news both Inside and Outside the 
building is the passage of H.5199, An 
Act Establishing a Permanent 
Commission on the Status of Women on 
May 19th. The bill is expected to be 
signed into law by Acting Governor 
Cellucci during the second week of June. 
It is anticipated that applications to be 
appointed to this statewide commission 
will be available by early July and that 
review of those applications by the four 
appointing authorities - the Governor, 
the Senate President, the Speaker and the 
Caucus of Women Legislators - will take 
place between September and October.   
 
Belief in the importance of increasing 
women’s economic literacy is expanding 
into critical areas.  The Massachusetts 
Affordable Housing Alliance, in 
conjunction with Bank Boston, initiated 
a five week first-time home-buying 
workshop geared specifically toward 
women beginning on June 6th.     
 
Caucus members demonstrated their 
support for the Program for Women in 
Politics and Public Policy during May 
by raising $375 for the Betty Taymor 
Scholarship Fund.  The Fund provides 
scholarships and stipends to students 
studying women in politics and public 
policy at UMass-Boston.  Betty Taymor, 
founder of the program, initiated the 
scholarship fund to enable students of all 
backgrounds to participate in the year-
long certificate program.   
 
The Executive Director continued to 
spread the word about Caucus activities  

and priorities during May.  As the 
featured speaker at the Massachusetts 
Health Council monthly board meeting, 
Suleyken Walker, described the function 
of the Caucus and reviewed legislation 
concerning women’s health issues.  The 
Mass. Health Council is a non-profit, 
non-partisan, statewide organization of 
more than 150 governmental and 
voluntary agencies, consumer and 
advocacy groups, professional societies 
and private corporations.  The Council 
provides an important forum for these 
organizations to work together to 
improve the health care needs of 
Massachusetts residents.   
 
Caucus Co-chair Senator Dianne 
Wilkerson and Councilor Peggy Davis-
Mullen convened their second annual 
Mothers’ Interfaith Prayer Vigil and Call 
for Healing on May 11th at the Copley 
Square Trinity Church.  The Vigil began 
as a commitment to come together and 
voice a commitment to nurture 
communities back to health and speak 
out against violence.    
 
 
INSIDE THE BUILDING 
Taking their signal from the Federal 
Government, the House and Senate both 
passed and enacted legislation relative to 
ROTH IRA’s.  By adopting federal 
guidelines concerning the ROTH, the 
legislature has enabled thousands of 
Massachusetts residents to take 
advantage of an IRA which allows them 
to access the funds for special purposes 
such as education expenses or home-
financing.   

The Senate passed a 
comprehensive tax-cut package in May 



which doubled the earned income 
exemption; cut the unearned income tax 
for middle-income seniors; increased the 
student loan deduction; and increased 
the capital gains exemption for the first 
sale of a home.  The plan must now be 
reconciled in Conference with the House 
tax-plan passed earlier this session.  

The House passed legislation 
which would grant a tax break to 
insurance companies in exchange for 
$150M in Community Reinvestment 
Funds - essentially $1 for every $3 saved 
under the plan.  Members were assigned 
to Brownfields Conference Committee 
and will now face the task of drafting 
common language acceptable to all 
parties.  On the Senate side the members 
are: Senator Robert Durand, Chairman 
Stanley Rosenberg, and Senator 
Matthew Amorello; and on the House 
side, the members are: Chairman Paul 
Haley, Representative Douglas Petersen, 
and Representative George Peterson.   

The State House was visited by 
over four-hundred Emergency Medical 
Service providers on May 19th for a first-
ever Legislative Awareness Day. The 
EMS workers were particularly 
concerned with the EMS 2000 bill which 
was passed unanimously by the Senate 
and is currently in House Ways and 
Means.  The bill would involve revisions 
to the Emergency Medical Services 
System and implement a statewide 
system designed to increase the 
efficiency of service delivery. 
 The House and Senate recesses 
on July 31st, which promises to make for 
an active Summer working on other 
items currently before Legislature, such 
as the Assault Weapons Ban, the Court 
House bond bill, and possible changes to 
the pension rates for public school 
teachers.   

 The Caucus sponsored a Doric 
Hall  photo exhibit of the Patriots Trail 
Girlscout Leading Women Award 
Recipients in May. The exhibit travels 
throughout Greater Boston area during 
the year and features women who reside 
in or around Boston and have 
demonstrated an outstanding 
commitment and contribution to their 
community, profession, or chosen field. 
The award recipients are: Kathy 
Delaney Smith, Anne Finucane, 
Alyssa Suen Lane Fong, Freida 
Garcia, Phyllis Papani Godwin, 
Esther A. H. Hopkins, Rosemary 
Jordano, Meizhu Lui, Kathryn 
Hannah Nedelman, Colette A.M. 
Phillips, Joyce L. Plotkin, and Lois E. 
Silverman.  
 
BROWN BAG LUNCH SPEAKER: 
Representative Harriett Stanley spoke to 
Caucus members on personal finance 
and investment planning during this 
months Brown Bag Lunch on 
Wednesday, May 20th.  A former Wall 
Street investment banker, Representative 
Stanley reviewed the ABC’s of  long-
term financial planning for Caucus 
members and their staff.  Given that 50% 
of all marriages end in divorce and that 
2/3 of the sixty million women in the 
workforce are not covered by private 
pensions (and those that are make half 
of what men will make due to lower 
wages), it is essential that women 
increase their financial “literacy.”  
Representative Stanley recommended 
that both legislators and staff look into 
the deferred compensation plan and 
attempt to invest at least 5% of their 
salary a year.  For those who are 
thinking bigger - but still safely  - try an 
Annuity Plan which will get you a 
guaranteed monthly income for a 
defined number of years.  Either way, 



according to Stanley, what you should 
not do is rely on Social Security to 
protect you from poverty.    
 
Caucus members are working to support 
women in the economy in other ways as 
well.  The Vision In Every Workplace 
Award (VIEW) applications are being 
distributed to over 1,000 companies 
statewide and by members of the 
Legislature to their local Chambers of 
Commerce.  Initiated by 
Representative Barbara Gardner and 
co-sponsored by the Caucus of Women 
Legislators, the Center for Women in 
Enterprise, and the Alliance for 
Women’s Business and Professional 
Organizations, and the Women’s 
Educational and Industrial Union, will 
be given to profit and non-profit 
businesses and organizations for 
developing and implementing 
outstanding Work/Life programs and 
policies that benefit all their employees.  
Applications are due in the early 
Summer in order to be reviewed by a 
Steering Committee in time for an 
Award Ceremony in the Fall.  The 
VIEW Program is an important 
contribution to a more broad effort to 
promote workplace policies which 
support families. Many of the workers 
who benefit from these policies are 
women. 
 
ALLIANCE DAY: 
 Women in Business and 
Professional Organizations from 
throughout the Commonwealth came to 
the State House on May 27th, for their 
Second Annual Legislative Day.  The 
event, which was sponsored by the 
Caucus and the Therese Hynes 
Foundation, was a great success which 
included workshops in the morning and 
round-table discussions over lunch.  Co-

chairs of the Caucus, Senator Dianne 
Wilkerson and Representative Maryanne 
Lewis kicked of the luncheon with 
welcoming remarks which 
communicated the Caucus’ support for 
women’s economic empowerment.   
 
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 1999 - 
UPDATE 
House 5501, the House of 
Representatives $19.5 billion spending 
plan for FY’99, was passed on May 7th, 
and included many Women’s Caucus 
priorities. The Commission on the Status 
of Women was allocated $190,000 in 
Chairman Haley’s budget, and the 
Center for Women and Enterprise was 
allocated $50,000 to help expand their 
work education and supporting women 
to start and grow their own business.  
Along with these two top-ticket items, 
the Caucus Steering Committee had 
advocated for increased funding for 
Direct Care workers - many of whom are 
women - and, increased funding for 
child care which is so critical to 
supporting women in the work-force or 
who are enrolled in education or training 
programs.  Enclosed is an analysis of the 
updated Women’s Caucus FY99 Budget.  
The Senate is scheduled to debate the 
Senate Ways and Means budget on June 
1st.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
The Women and Poverty Committee: 
 For the second year in a row the 
Women in Poverty Committee was 
active during the debate over the FY99 
budget to expand education and training 
opportunities for women on welfare.  
While no significant changes were 
achieved during the House debate, 
members were pleased at the $15M 
allotted to the Department of 



Transitional Assistance to support 
women who will lose their benefits 
during 1999.   

The Women and Poverty 
Committee also endorsed the Women’s 
Educational and Industrial Union Family 
Economic Self Sufficiency (FESS) 
Project this past month.  This statewide 
project will determine “self sufficiency 
standards” for families in Massachusetts 
and advocate for strategies that enable 
low-income families to earn enough to 
move out of poverty.  Part of  
nationwide effort to promote meaningful 
dialogue on the issue of poverty, the 
Massachusetts Organizing Committee 
will develop self-sufficiency budgets for 
a range of family sizes and compositions 
in each county of Massachusetts, using a 
methodology developed by Dr. Diana 
Pearce.  Stay tuned for more information 
or call the Caucus office for details.    
 
The Adolescent Health Committee, in 
coordination with the Women and 
Poverty Committee, looks forward to 
meeting with the Alliance for Young 
Families Teen Parent Policy Advisory 
Board to learn about the four priority 

concerns for Teen Parents: housing, 
child care, education, and support 
services.  The meeting will take place on 
June 18th, at 3:00.  The Teen Parent 
Policy Advisory Board meets twice a 
month to advise the Alliance on issues of 
concern to Teens. It also helps to grow 
their own communication and leadership 
skills.   
 The Executive Director is also 
keeping her eye on two other items of 
interest to the Adolescent Health and 
the Women’s Health Committee.  
Representative Kay Khan is moving 
forward with a bill which would ban the 
advertising of tobacco products within 
100 feet of a school; and, the 
Massachusetts Coalition on New Office 
Technology announced Spring event to 
raise awareness on the growing epidemic 
Repetitive Strain Injuries and other 
office technology health hazards.  
Readers can anticipate updates on these 
areas of interest during the months 
ahead.  
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