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By Mr. Jones of Peabody, petition of George M. Kline for legisla-

tion relative to payments to the Treasurer and Receiver-General of
unclaimed funds known as “patients’ funds.” Ways and Means
(Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty.

An Act to provide for Payment to the State Treasurer
of Unclaimed Funds known as “Patients’ Funds.”

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and twenty-three of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after
3 section thirty-nine the following new sections;
4 Section 39A. So much of any funds known as
5 “Patients’ Funds” as represent monies belonging
6 to, or deposited for the benefit of, patients who have
7 been discharged or escaped from any state hospital,
8 and which shall have remained unclaimed for more
9 than ten years, shall be paid to the state treasurer by

10 the superintendents of state hospitals to be held
11 subject to be paid to the person establishing a
12 lawful right thereto, with interest at the rate of three
13 per cent per annum from the time when it was so paid
14 to the state treasurer to the time when it is paid by
15 him to such person. So much of any money so paid
16 as may be necessary to reimburse the department for
17 any balance due for the support of the person by
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18 whom or for the benefit of whom such money was
19 originally deposited shall be credited to the de-
-20 partment for that purpose. After six years from the
21 date when any such monies were paid to the state
22 treasurer the balance of the same then remaining in
23 his hands may be used as a part of the ordinary
24 revenue of the commonwealth. Any person may,
25 however, establish his claim after the expiration of
26 the six years above mentioned, and any claim so
27 established shall be paid from the ordinary revenue
28 of the commonwealth.
29 Section SOB. Any person claiming a right to money
30 deposited with the state treasurer under the preceding
31 section may establish the same by a petition to the
32 probate court; provided, that in cases where claims
33 amount to less than fifty dollars, the claims may be
34 presented to the comptroller, who shall examine the
35 same and allow and certify for payment such as may
36 be proved to his satisfaction.






