
CAUCUS OF WOMEN LEGISLATORS 

Women’s Caucus Newsletter Second Quarter – Page 1 
 

Co-Chairs 
Sue Tucker 

Harriett Stanley 
 

Members of Senate 
Harriette Chandler 

Cynthia Creem 
Susan Fargo 

Linda Melconian 
Joan Menard 

Therese Murray 
Pamela Resor 

Jo Ann Sprague 
Susan Tucker 
Marian Walsh 

Dianne Wilkerson 
Members of House 

Cory Atkins 
Ruth Balser 

Deborah Blumer 
Jennifer Callahan 
Christine Canavan 

Gale Candaras 
Geraldine Creedon 

Carol Donovan 
Gloria Fox 

Colleen Garry 
Susan Gifford 

Anne Gobi 
Shirley Gomes 

Mary Grant 
Patricia Haddad 

Lida Harkins 
Patricia Jehlen 

Rachel Kaprielian 
Kay Khan 

Barbara L’Italian 
Elizabeth Malia 

Shirley Owens-Hicks 
Marie Parente 
Anne Paulsen 
Alice Peisch 

Elizabeth Poirier 
Karyn Polito 
Susan Pope 

Kathi-Anne Reinstein 
Cheryl Rivera 

Mary Rogeness 
Mary Jane Simmons 

Joyce Spiliotis 
Karen Spilka 

Harriett Stanley 
Marie St. Fleur 

Ellen Story 
Kathleen Teahan 
Patricia Walrath 

Alice Wolf 

* Second Quarter * NEWSLETTER  
Co-Chairs:  Senator Sue Tucker and Representative Harriett Stanley  

Executive Director:  Jill VandenBosch 
Room 460, State House: 617-722-2266 

June 30, 2004                  
              

 
We have had a very successful 
year with CWL budget priorities 
and all were funded.  
 

Specific funding amounts are: 
 

• Family Health Services 
         4513-1000 
         $7,010,000.00 
 

• Residential Assistance for 
Families in Transition (RAFT)              

         7004-9316 
         $2,000,000.00 
 

• Massachusetts Commission on 
the Status of Women 

         0950-0000 
         $145,000.00 
 

• Employment Services Program  
         4401-1000 
         $18,998,978.00 
 

• Teen Pregnancy Prevention 

         4530-9000 
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         $990,000.00 
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BRINGING WOMEN TO  
THE TABLE 

     
After four hours, 
restaurant staff at 
Maggiano’s began 
flickering the lights! 

 
On May 20th, about 50 of 

Massachusetts’ leading women kicked 
off a new premier series for the 
Caucus – Bringing Women to the 
Table.   
In conjunction with the Massachusetts 
Commission on the Status of Women, 
the CWL hosted dinner at Maggiano’s 
to encourage leading women from 
around the state to get to know one 
another by being at the table together.   
 

The evening began with remarks from 
Lynn Lyford, President of the Boston 
Club, who presented fascinating 
statistics about the financial and 
leadership impacts of women in the US 
(see attachment).  She was followed 
by Ellen Zane, President and CEO of 
Tufts-New England Medical Center, 
who challenged us to examine 
leadership challenges faced by women 
today.  Given that food for thought, the 
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family style Italian dinner was brought out and
conversation was shared by all.   
(continued on  pg. .2) 

 

ach table had its own blend of women. 
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However, the room held 13 State Represe
including the leading women from both parties, 
Commissioner Christie Ferguson of DPH, and 
others from healthcare, business, education, a
journalism.  While conversations varied, there 
was one definite outcome – these conversations
need to happen again and soon! We have 
tentatively scheduled the next Bringing Wo
the Table for Monday, September 20.  Save the 
date and join us! 
                                                                                       

~Rep. Harriett Stanley, House Ch
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tive Committee of the MA Commission on t

Status of Women (MCSW) on June, 15. The group 
discussed the importance of working together to 
identify and develop a talent pool of women intere
in public service and the importance of mentoring in 
this process.    Everyone also agreed that it is vital to
the success of both groups that we continue to 

improve upon our efforts to work in a
partisan fashion.  In this spirit, we hope 
begin a tradition of annual meetings with 
the Administration, to discuss the priori
of both groups and the critical issues
women face.  The two Boards plan to 
meet quarterly to improve communication
between them, in order to improve the 
lives of the women in the Commonwealth. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                          
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                              

MMMMEERR  AACCTTIIVVIITTIIEESS  
                VVOOTTEERR  EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN  AANNDD  
RREEGGIISSTTRRAATTIIOONN  PPRROOJJEECCTT
 

he 
OM) on a 

oter education and registration project.  
 

 women, as well as registering 
 with 
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This summer we are working with t
MCSW and Women of Means (W
v
One of our interns, Felicia Berenson, is
working with two other interns in two 
women’s shelters, The Women’s Lunch 
Place and Rosie’s Place, to educate the 
guests on the importance of civic 
participation and registering them to 
vote.  
 

The goals of this project include 
empowering homeless and marginally 
ousedh

them to vote and connecting them
women legislators.  Acknowledging the
obvious problem of transportation to t
polls, WOM is working on setting up 

UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  EEVVEENNTTSS  

July 14~Work & Family Discussion 
July 26-29~ Young Wo en’s Le
Conference         
                 Man

  

m adership 

y legislators will be involved in t
                 conference as speakers and many st
                 members and interns will be attendin
                Please contact Jill if you would lik  to 
involved. 
August 10~Jill VandenBosch and Alyssa King, 

          

conomic Self Sufficiency Standard 
tive 

 

 

 

he ET
(S.130) is the sole surviving CWL Legisla
Priority.  It has passed the Senate and was given
a new bill number, S. 2391.  Thank you to the 
Senators for their support!  It is currently in the
Committee on House Rules.  Representatives, 
please lend your support to Rep. Bosley’s 
efforts to bring this to the House floor! 
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transportation to the polling places on Election D
 

The project came about after Dr. Roseanna Means, 
CWL appointed Commissioner noticed how 
isenfranchised most of these wd

Means, and the non-profit organization she founded, 
WOM, have been providing free health care
women in these shelters for the past five years, 
provided us with a connection to these shelters and 
their guests.    
 

If you would like to join us for a visit to the shelters 
to talk with the women about the issues of 

portance to tim
way, please contact Jill, 617-722-2266.  We are also 
hoping to expand this project to other distri
other shelters in the future and welcome any inpu
or suggestions you may have.    


