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Caucus of Women Legislators 

Caucus of Women Legislators Welcomes 
the Girls’ Coalition of Greater Boston 

In honor of International Women’s Day 2005, the Massachusetts Caucus of 
Women Legislators (CWL) hosted an event at the State House with the Girls’ 
Coalition of Greater Boston on Tuesday, March 8.  Caucus Co-Chair Ellen Story and 
CWL Executive Director Erica Mattison, along with Executive Director of the Girls’ 
Coalition Katie Wheeler welcomed over 80 attendees.  Elected officials Rep. Gale 
Candaras, Rep. Gloria Fox, Rep. Lida Harkins, Rep. Barbara L’Italien, and Rep. Alice 
Peisch were also present.  The two main topics of this event were girls in the media 
and the commercial sexual exploitation of girls.   Professor Diane Levin of 
Wheelock College gave a presentation on the overtly sexual nature of images of 
females that are portrayed throughout the media.     

 Continued on next page 

Program participants (from left to right): Joanne Pena, Angel, Sandra McCroom, Rep. Ellen Story, 
Katie Wheeler, Diane Levin, Deborah Fortson, Susan Goldfarb, and Keith Mascoll. 
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Eating Disorder Briefing 

By Erica Mattison 

In Honor of National Eating 
Disorder Awareness Week, 
Representative Kay Khan, the 
Caucus of Women Legislators, 
The Public Health Committee, 
and The Mental Health and 
Substance Abuse Committee 
held a Briefing on Eating Dis-
orders in March. 
 According to Rep. 
Khan, who has filed legislation 
this session to include “eating 
disorders” in Chapter 80 Acts 
of 2000 Mental Health Parity 
Law, “Eating disorders are 
mental illnesses and should 
be included as a biological 
disorder under the Mental 
Health Parity Law.”  
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“Messages about sex contribute 
to confusion and stereo-
types…How you look is becom-
ing the basis of girls’ self-
esteem.”  She pointed out how 
something seen as frequently as 
a MacDonald’s Happy Meal box 
features images that reinforce 
notions of girls as sexual beings 
and boys as violent beings. 
 The serious issue of 
teen prostitution which plagues 
numerous Boston neighbor-
hoods was introduced and made 
real through a dramatic enact-
ment performed by Tempest 
Productions.  The actors depicted 
a common situation where a man 
takes vulnerable young girls such 
as runaways under his wing, and 
then cultivates them as prosti-
tutes for his financial benefit.  
 Further insight into the 
issue of neglect among young 
girls was addressed by Sandra 
McCroom, Executive Director of 
Roxbury Youthworks, Inc.  “These 
girls are victims and there are 
people who need to be held ac-
countable,” said McCroom.
 Roxbury Youthworks is a 
haven where youth who are in 
trouble or headed for trouble can 
get attention and help to turn 
their lives around. It combats the 
roots of juvenile delinquency in 
the inner city neighborhoods of 
Boston by providing support ser-
vices to court-involved and other 
youth up to 21 years of age.
 Susan Goldfarb, Executive 
Director of Children’s Advocacy 
Center in the District Attorney’s 
office of Suffolk County, stated 
that teen prostitution is a growing, 
yet rarely discussed problem.  The 
Teen Prostitution Project is a col-
laboration aiming to improve 
safety and assist victims of child 
abuse and teen prostitution.  This 
project also works towards in-
creasing the accountability of of-

fenders.  
 Rep. Gloria Fox urged 
event attendees to appeal to their 
legislators for funding in the up-
coming budget that would allow 
these programs to continue and 
further develop.  Rep. Barbara 
L’Italien also commented on the 
seriousness of the issue, saying, 
“When one young woman is vic-
timized, we 
are all victim-
ized.” C r e -
ated in 1992, 
the Girls’ Coa-
l i t i o n  o f 
Greater Bos-
ton is a di-
verse consor-
tium of Bos-
ton-area indi-
viduals and 
organizations campaigning for the 
positive advancement of girls.  
The mission of the Girls’ Coalition 
is to support and empower female 
youth by increasing the resources 
and knowledge of the adults who 
work with and on behalf of girls.  
For more info, please visit 
www.girlscoalition.org.  
    
 By Erica Mattison & Tabitha 
Hernandez 

Rep. Lida Harkins (left), with CWL Co-Chair 
Rep. Ellen Story, addresses the attendees. 

Rep. Gloria Fox speaks at 
Girls’ Coalition Event. 



It’s been an eventful winter and 
early spring for the Caucus of 
Women Legislators!  
 The Girls’ Coalition vis-
ited the State House in early 
March.  Later in the month, sev-
eral members of the Caucus 
and their aides joined members 
of the National Association of 
Women Judges District 1 to visit 
MCI Framingham, the only state 
prison for women in MA.  Please 
see page 8 for further details. 
     

 Annual Meeting   
On March 29, the Caucus gath-
ered for its Annual Meeting.  
Members had the opportunity to 
share their ideas, questions, 
and concerns regarding pending 
stem cell research legislation.  
The Caucus plans to reconvene 

later this month to lay out its legisla-
tive and budget priorities for the 
year.  

 Upcoming Events 

Things don’t seem to be slowing 
down at all for the Caucus as we 
head into warmer days.  We have 
been busily planning several events, 
such as a networking seminar for 
State House interns, a brown bag 
lunch series with the Treasurer’s Of-
fice, and our bi-annual Bringing 
Women to the Table, a networking 
dinner for Massachusetts’ leading 
women.  Please see the calendar of 
events on pages 4 and 5 for more 
info. 

 

Thanks for taking time to read the 
CWL Newsletter. 

   -Erica Mattison 

Message from the  
Executive Director 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Tabitha Hernandez 

Originally from El Paso, Texas,  I moved to 
Boston in Fall 2004 after receiving my B.A. in 
Political Science from St. Mary’s University in 
San Antonio, TX.  Currently I am a graduate 
student at Suffolk University pursuing my MS 
in Political Science-Professional Politics.  
Interning with the CWL has been an amazing 
experience that has introduced me to Massa-
chusetts government.  I applied to intern with 
CWL for my graduate internship because I 
wanted to get a sense of what issues are 
important to female legislators in this state.  
Furthermore, I wanted to observe the efforts 
behind lawmaking.  The educational experi-
ence of working in the State House is provid-
ing me with real-world knowledge as I aim 
toward a career in the political realm. 
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By Julie Holstrom 

 Cape Cod, Martha’s Vineyard, 
and Nantucket are much more progres-
sive in electing women to municipal 
offices, according to a recent analysis 
done by the Center for Women in Poli-
tics and Public Policy (CWPPP) at 
UMass Boston.     
 Approximately 25% of the 106 
selectmen or town councilors on Cape 
Cod and the Islands are women, com-
pared to the statewide average of only 
17%.  These statistics are a source of 
pride for many on Cape Cod but resi-
dents realize that more must and can 
be done.   
 On Monday March 28, 2005 
approximately 120 women from all over 
Cape Cod gathered at Cape Cod Com-

munity College to listen to a panel dis-
cussion regarding the status of women 
in politics on the Cape and to discuss 
steps towards promoting more women 
into public office.  

 This panel discussion was 
moderated by Senator Robert O’Leary 
and included local officials such as 
Barnstable County Commissioner Mary 
LeClair;  Barnstable School Committee 
member Debra Dagwan;  State Repre-
sentative Shirley Gomes; and Paula 
Peters, member of the Mashpee Wam-
panoag Tribe.  Senator Therese Murray 
was unable to attend; however, she 
sent a pre-recorded greeting offering 
her encouragement for women to get 
involved.   
 Julie Holstrom, aide to Senator 
O’Leary and student in CWPPP, con-
ceived of and organized the conference.
 Many women left the event 
energized and ready to engage in the 
next step of the discussion: “Who is the 
best woman for the job?” Sen. O’Leary moderating the panel. 
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Educational Forum on Family Homelessness 

Date and time: Tuesday April 12, 1-2pm 

Location: Room A-2 

Speakers will discuss realities of family homelessness in MA and steps to end the crisis of homelessness. 

Sponsored by:   Speaker DiMasi, Senate President Travaglini, Committee on Children and Fami-
lies,  Committee on Housing,  Caucus of Women Legislators—Women in Poverty Task Force, and the 
Children's Caucus. 

Please call Christine in Rep. Paulsen’s office at 722-2140 with questions. 

 

Aide Mentor Training 

Date and time: Friday April 15, 12-1pm 

Location: Room 460  

For people who previously signed up to participate as a mentor in the Aide Mentoring Program, please join 
us for training with Senator Karen Spilka.   

 

2005 Financial Literacy Brown Bag Lunch Series 

Presented by State Treasurer Tim Cahill & The Mentoring Program Committee of the Caucus of Women 
Legislators 

Date and time: Friday April 22, 12-1pm 

Location:  House Members' Lounge 

Take Your Credit Pulse! 

with Brendan Vigorito from Consumer Credit Counseling Service of New England 

Do you worry about how to establish GOOD credit on a limited budget with credit card debt? If you want to 
learn more about how to handle credit and manage your credit scores, join us! 

Registration required - nselvaggio@tre.state.ma.us or 617-367-6900 

Just bring lunch and your desire to take control of your financial future - we will supply the cookies! 

Disclaimer: Only events specifically labeled as sponsored by The Caucus of Women Legislators have the endorsement of the organization.  This calendar is a 
compilation of some CWL-sponsored events as well as other non-sponsored related topic events. 



Would you like to contribute to the next issue of the CWL Newsletter?   

Photo and writing submissions are welcome.   

To discuss options, please contact the Executive Director by April 25. 

Erica Mattison, Executive Director 

Phone: 617-722-2266  E-mail: Erica.mattison@state.ma.us Room 460 
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If you would like the Caucus of Women Legislators to consider collaborating, please 
submit your proposal to the Executive Director with as much lead time as possible. Planning an 

event?   

Networking Seminar 

From your State House internship to…???? 

CALLING ALL INTERNS!!!  CALLING ALL INTERNS!!!  CALLING ALL INTERNS!!! 

Date and time: Thursday April 28, 2-3pm 

Location: Room 222 

Your internship might be finishing up, but there are some important next steps!  Come mingle and get ad-
vice about how to follow up, network, and acquire additional valuable experiences. 

The panel will include: 

Erica Mattison - Executive Director, Caucus of Women Legislators               
Mike Power - Aide, Office of Rep. Kathleen Teahan              
Megan Tierney - Legislative Director, Office of Senator Michael Knapik 

Open to State House staff and interns. 

Brought to you by The Caucus of Women Legislators and The Legislative Education Office 

 

Bringing women to the Table 

Members of CWL, please join fellow Massachusetts’ leading women for a networking dinner. 

Date and time: Wednesday May 11, 6-9pm 

Location: Maggiano’s Little Italy, Boston 

Invitations with ticket information are forthcoming.  Space is limited. 

Brought to you by the Caucus of Women Legislators and the MA Commission on the Status of Women. 
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April 1, Secretary Herzfelder held a press conference at Chatham Town Hall to announce the 
coastal grants for Cape Cod.  Association to Preserve Cape Cod (APCC) was awarded a $10,000 
grant from the Wetland Restoration Program. 

Pictured above (from left to right): Maggie Geist, Executive Director of (APCC), Meg Colcough of 
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA), EOEA Secretary Herzfelder, and Rep. Gomes 
(Fourth Barnstable). Photo provided by Rep. Gomes’ office. 

On April 4, the MA Association of Jewish Federations 
and the Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater 
Boston held its Eighth Annual Legislative Reception.  
The Legislative Achievement Awards went to Sen. Bar-
rios, Sen. Tolman, Rep. L’Italien (pictured above), and 
Rep. Toomey.  The Legislative Staff Achievement Award 
was awarded to Barbara Doyle, Executive Secretary to 
Speaker DiMasi and the Executive Achievement Award 
was bestowed upon Ann Reale, Senior Policy Advisor to 
Governor Romney. 

Wednesday March 2, 2005 at the 25th Anniversary 
Celebration of the Local Cultural Council Program, Rep. 
Walrath was awarded with the Outstanding Legislator 
Award.  Above, she is congratulated by the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council Chairman, Peter Nessen.  Senate 
President Travaglini received the Statewide Leadership 
Award.  To learn more about the MA Cultural Council, 
visit www.massculturalcouncil.org. 

Have a photo you would like to submit to the CWL Newsletter?  Please email a 
file to erica.mattison@state.ma.us by April 25 for consideration in the May 

issue.  Don’t forget to include a caption! 

Photo provided by Rep. Walrath’s office. 
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On Tuesday March 22, The Women’s Union 
visited the State House to conduct a Legislative 
Briefing.  Pictured at left (from left to right): 
Marie Turley (Executive Director, Boston 
Women’s Commission), Sheelah Feinberg 
(Director of Advocacy, The Women’s Union), 
Rep. Gloria Fox, Mary Lassen (President and 
CEO, The Women’s Union, Linda Brantley 
(Executive Director, MA Commission on the 
Status of Women), and Rep. Marie St. Fleur. 

On March 16, students from the Family Resource Center, a New 
England homeschooling group, stopped by the Caucus of 
Women Legislators office.  The students came to the State 
House in recognition of Liberty Day, a national commemoration 
of James Madison's birthday, which honors the US Constitution. 
All over the country, students went to state capitols to quiz peo-
ple about the Constitution. You may have seen several children 
donned in red t-shirts circulating through the building with trivia 
questions in hand.  Visiting the Caucus of Women Legislators 
were Ayla Rich, Daniel Kazenel, Elodi Schwendener, Jules 
Schellenberg, Sarah Martin, and Sila Peters.  They quizzed Ex-
ecutive Director, Erica Mattison, and she engaged them in a con-
versation about the MA Legislature and the Caucus, in addition to 
providing them with educational materials about MA government. 

Continued from page 1 

David Herzog, M.D. Psychiatrist and founder of the 
Harvard Eating Disorder Center at Massachusetts General 
Hospital discussed prevalence, diagnosis, and medical com-
plications of eating disorders.   
 More than 8 million Americans have Anorexia Ner-
vosa or Bulimia Nervosa.  Among psychiatric illnesses, ano-
rexia actually has the highest mortality rate, Herzog informed 
the audience.  Many people with eating disorders also suffer 
from another mental disorder such as depression, anxiety, 
obsessive compulsive disorder, or substance dependency. 
 Medical complications associated with eating disor-
ders most often relate to the heart, brain, and bones.  Treat-
ment options are widespread but not always made available 
because of complications with health insurance coverage.  
“Boston has more services available than most parts of the 
country, but oftentimes people can’t access the services,” 
said Herzog.     
 Following his presentation, a woman spoke about 
her difficulty trying to get services for her daughter who suf-
fers from an eating disorder.  She and her husband had to 

dedicate an extensive amount of time to getting their daugh-
ter access to treatment.  “It can be a full time job,” she said, 
referring to dealing with health insurance companies.  
“Obstacles to receiving adequate care should not be placed 
in their way,” she said of people with eating disorders.
 Sarah Forman, M.D., Pediatrician from Boston Chil-
dren’s Hospital talked about the difficulty of providing all 
necessary care to individuals with eating disorders since it 
requires the coordination of multiple specialists to treat both 
the physical and mental components of the illness.  “We 
need to make these illnesses equal to any of those covered 
by Mental Parity.”  She argued that “Adequate care requires 
a patient to be treated by at least three specialists including 
a primary care doctor, a therapist, and a nutritionist.” 
 Clare McGorian, an Attorney at Health Law Advo-
cates (HLA), described HLA’s efforts to encourage the De-
partment of Mental Health to incorporate eating disorders 
into Parity.  Together with a coalition of advocates, legisla-
tors, and care providers, the Eating Disorders Taskforce sub-
mitted a petition to DMH Commissioner Elizabeth Childs ask-
ing for the inclusion of eating disorders.  According to the 
2000 law, Commissioner Childs has the authority to expand 
Parity and DMH has begun the process to evaluate how ex-
pansion might occur. 

Eating Disorder Briefing 

Youngsters on their visit to the Caucus of Women Legislators 



In an effort to learn more about 
how incarcerated women experi-
ence the state prison system, a 
group of 35 women visited the 
only MA women’s prison.   
 The group was comprised 
of members of the National Asso-
ciation of Women 
Judges District 1 and 
members of the Caucus 
of Women Legislators 
and their aides.  The 
prison cannot handle 
groups larger than 35, 
so the number of peo-
ple on the trip had to be 
limited. 
 We heard from 
the Superintendent, the 
directors of mental 
health, programming, 
and family services 
among others.  We also 
heard from Department 
of Corrections Commis-
sioner Kathleen Den-
nehy, who explained 
that most of the women incarcer-
ated at MCI Framingham suf-
fered from substance addictions 
and abusive relationships. 
 While sitting in the gym-
nasium hearing from the speak-
ers, one might have forgotten 
that the setting was that of a 
prison.  We were reminded, how-
ever, by a blaring and indecipher-
able announcement over the 
loudspeaker system every ten 
minutes.   
 As we walked through 
various buildings, we encoun-

tered women who looked like 
they were no more than 18 years 
old and women who could be 
considered senior citizens.  The 
population was as diverse in race 
as it was in age.   Many were cu-
rious who we were, and when 

someone from our group told 
them, they were often pleased.
 This visit provided the 
Caucus the unique opportunity to 
see the inside of a prison and to 
interact with staff and inmates.
 One of the most interest-
ing programs we learned about 
was a small program in which  
inmates get to train dogs to help 
disabled people.  This program 
seemed to be a source of pride 
for the participants, helping them 
fill their time while also feeling 
that they were doing something 

meaningful.   
 There are so many issues 
that come into play when dis-
cussing women in prison.  One is 
the wide-reaching and devastat-
ing impact on thousands of chil-
dren each year in MA whose 

mothers are incarcer-
ated.    
 Women in prison 
is an issue that the Cau-
cus of Women Legislators 
continues to discuss and 
work on.  The efforts are 
particularly handled by 
our Women in Prison 
Taskforce, chaired by 
Rep. Kay Khan, and the 

Women in Prison Work-
ing Group, a branch of 
the Taskforce.   
 The final version 
of “Women in Prison in 
Massachusetts,” a re-
search report being 
conducted by the Cen-
ter for Women in Poli-

tics and Public Policy at UMass 
Boston will be released later this 
month.  As Commissioner Den-
nehy said in her remarks to us, 
more research and statistics are 
necessary in order to make deci-
sions about what to fund, what to 
work on, and what to expand.
 Due to the high level of 
interest and concern over issues 
pertaining to women in prison, 
the Caucus plans to conduct an-
other prison visit in the fall. 

  -Erica Mattison 
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The Women’s Union continues its focus on what it really takes to be self-sufficient in Massachusetts through advocacy, 
research and programming.  Some highlights include: 

•   In January, the Union released Achieving Success in the New Economy: Which Jobs Help Women Reach Economic 
Self-Sufficiency in Massachusetts?, a report analyzing 25 high demand jobs that offer career advancement and pay at 
or above the Massachusetts Family Economic Self-Sufficiency Standard (MassFESS).  The 
highlighted professions require a short duration of training or an associate degree. 

• In March, the Union released a first-in-the-nation neighborhood-level report, Dudley Fami-
lies First: A Framework for Economic Self-Sufficiency, which documents the self-
sufficiency challenges faced by families within the Dudley area of Boston. 

• On April 25, The Women’s Union will welcome over 20 new participants into Woman to Woman (WTW), a technology 
training, career development and mentoring program. 

Moving forward, The Women’s Union will continue to engage in public policy issues related to economic self-sufficiency, 
health sufficiency and workforce development at both the legislative and community level.  For additional information on 
The Women’s Union, please contact Sheelah Feinberg, Director of Advocacy at 617/536-5651, x107 or 
sfeinberg@thewomensunion.org. 

The Women’s Union 

League of Women Voters 
 The League of Women voters of Massachusetts is undertaking a major new initiative – the Empowering Voters Pro-
ject - an advocacy and public education effort to strengthen and renew the basic tenets of American democracy. It is a stra-
tegic, comprehensive project to ensure that voting in Massachusetts is easy and fair and that voters are informed and en-
gaged. The Project will especially focus on those constituencies that are underrepre-
sented in the electoral process and are the most vulnerable to voting problems. 
 The advocacy component of this project advocating for reform to voting laws 
and procedures was launched on March 23, 2005 at the State House. 
 For more information, please call the MA League of Women Voters at (617) 523-2999 or visit www.lwvma.org. 

MA Commission on the Status of Women 
The Massachusetts Commission on the Status of Women (MCSW) is extremely busy this season with its Second Annual 
Eleanor Roosevelt Unsung Heroine Award April 1, holding regional statewide briefings on its budget analysis report Real 
Cuts – Real People – Real Pain, establishing a new Women’s Commission in the Berkshires and mounting a campaign to 
have its operating budget restored to its original level of $195,000. 
  On April 1, the MCSW honored four women, who have, as Eleanor Roosevelt said, “Done the thing that they 
thought couldn’t be done” for the women of Massachusetts. The award recipients were: Marie Celestin of Boston; Linda 
Herman of Hull; Deborah Netto of Falmouth; and Lee Nugent of Revere.  All event proceeds went towards creating a Massa-
chusetts Women's Resource and Referral Network, an interactive, Web-based system that will place the services, resources 
and information Massachusetts women and families need, at their fingertips. 
 Upcoming regional briefings, designed to educate elected officials, advocacy groups and those 
who work with women of the Commonwealth, will be held April 8 at UMASS Dartmouth, April 22 on Cape 
Cod, and April 29 in Lawrence. Meetings, which will be held from 8:30 – 10 a.m., are open to the public. 
 The MCSW is also requesting the assistance of its appointing authorities (the Caucus of Women 
Legislators, the Governor, Senate President, and Speaker of the House) and all state legislators to help 
restore its budget to the 1998 original appropriation of $195,000 from the current $145,000 level. 
 For more information contact the MCSW at 617-626-6520 or visit www.mass.gov/women. 

Throughout the year, the Caucus offers organizations the opportunity to submit updates.  This month, we have three organizations providing us 
with updates.  The information below was provided by the organizations and is not necessarily endorsed by the Caucus. 
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