
HOUSE . . . .  No. 1233

C i)t C om m ontoea ltf) o f  ^ a s s a c f ju s e t tg

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  April 3, 1930.

The committee on Election Laws, to whom were re
ferred the petition (accompanied by  bill, House, No. 612) 
of* Charles L. Page that applicants for registration as 
voters be registered as such if present at the place of 
registration before the hour designated for closing the 
same; and the petition (accompanied by  bill, House, 
No. 866) of Charles H. M cGlue for legislation to author
ize the registration as voters of persons who are present 
at the place and time appointed before the closing hour, 
report the accompanying bill (House, No. 1233).

For the committee,

H O W A R D  FALL.



C fie  C om m on toea lt !) o { ^ a s s a c liu s e t ts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty.

An Act to fix the Time within which Persons m ay Register
to Vote.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-six of chapter fifty-one
2 of the General Lawrs, as amended by  section one of
3 chapter two hundred and four of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and twenty-four and b y  section one of chapter
5 one hundred and three of the acts of nineteen hundred
6 and twenty-eight, is hereby further amended by  strik-
7 ing out, in the fifth line, the word “ section”  and in-
8 serting in place thereof the w ords: —  sections thirty-
9 four and, —  so as to read as follows: —  Section 26.

10 The registrars, for the purpose of registering voters in
11 the manner hereinafter provided, shall hold such day
12 and such evening sessions as the town b y  by-law or the
13 city by  ordinance shall prescribe, and such other ses-
14 sions as they deem necessary; but, except as provided
15 in sections thirty-four and fifty, there shall be no
16 registration of voters between ten o ’clock in the even-
17 ing on the twentieth day preceding, and the day fol-
18 lowing, the biennial state primary and the biennial
19 state election, nor in any city between ten o ’clock in
20 the evening on the twentieth day preceding and the
21 day following the city  election, nor in any town be-



22 tween ten o ’clock in the evening on the W ednesday
23 next but one preceding and the day following the an-
24 nual town meeting. The time and place of registra-
25 tion shall be the same for male and female applicants.

1 S e c t i o n  2. Said chapter fifty-one is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section thirty-four and in-
3 serting in place thereof the following: —
4 Section 34. After ten o ’clock in the evening on a
5 day on which registration is to cease, the registrars
6 shall not register any person as a voter until after the
7 next election, except that all persons who apply there-
8 for at the place of registration between nine thirty and
9 ten o ’clock in the evening on said day shall be fur-

10 nished with a card or slip of identification b y  the regis-
11 trars or an officer designated by  them and if otherwise
12 qualified shall be registered before registration ceases.
13 The registrars may, however, enter or correct on the
14 registers the names of persons whose qualifications as
15 voters have been examined between April thirtieth
16 preceding and the close of registration.
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