
SENATE 261
To accompany the petition of Joseph Finnegan that a bi-partisan

election board be established for service at state elections. State
Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three

An Act establishing Bi-partisan Election Boards for
Service at State Elections.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter fifty-four of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 one hundred and six the following new section:
4 Section 106A. There is hereby established a bi-
-5 partisan election board for the commonwealth,
6 which shall consist of four members, two to be
7 enrolled members of each of the major political
8 parties to be appointed by the governor, to hold
9 office for the term of two years from the date of

10 their appointment, and until their successors are
11 chosen.

1 Section 2. Among the duties of this board shall
2 be the preparation, distribution of ballots to the
3 various precinct officers throughout the common-
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4 wealth, and the collection of unused ballots fur-
-5 nished said precinct officers.

1 Section 3. Section forty-five of chapter fifty-
-2 four of the General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking out in the first line the word “ sixty ” and
4 inserting in place thereof the word; fifty-one,
5 and by adding thereto the following:-—-All unused
6 ballots shall be returned immediately after the close
7 of the polls to the bi-partisan board, referred to in
8 the preceding section, — so as to read as follows:
9 One set of ballots not less than fifty-one for every

10 fifty registered voters, and for every fraction of
11 fifty thereof, shall be provided for each polling
12 place at which an election for state, city or town
13 offices is held. Said bi-partisan board may provide
14 a duplicate set of ballots for any polling place where
15 it deems it necessary.
16 A sufficient number of partial ballots in state
17 elections shall be prepared for persons entitled to
18 vote for a part only of the officers to be voted for.
19 A statement shall be printed on the back of such
20 ballots in addition to the official endorsement, in-
-21 dicating the class of voters for whose use the ballots
22 are furnished and such ballots only shall be fur-
-23 nished to those voters. All unused ballots shall be
24 returned immediately after the close of the polls
25 to the above mentioned bi-partisan board.


