
No. 340SENATE

To accompany the petition of Russell D. Chase for legislation
relative to the membership, powers and duties of the department of
public welfare of the city of Springfield. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Three

An Act to amend the Charter of the City of Springfield.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cfie Commontoealt!) of Massachusetts

1 Section 1. Section eight of chapter ninety-four of
2 the acts of eighteen hundred fifty-two entitled “An
3 Act to establish the City of Springfield” is hereby
4 amended by striking out therein the words “three
5 persons to be overseers of the poor”.

1 Section 2. The first paragraph of section eleven
2 of chapter ninety-four of the acts of eighteen hundred
3 fifty-two is hereby amended by striking out therein
4 the words “the persons chosen by the city council to
5 be overseers of the poor, shall, with the mayor, con-
-6 stitute the board of overseers of the poor, of which
7 the mayor shall be chairman; and they shall have
8 all powers and be subject to all the duties now by law
9 appertaining to the overseers of the poor for the town

10 of Springfield”.
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1 Section 3. Section three of chapter one hundred
2 twenty-six of the acts of eighteen hundred seventy-
3 three is hereby repealed and the following is sub-
4 stituted in place thereof:

Section 3. The mayor shall within two months
6 after the passage of this act, with the approval of the
7 city council, by concurrent vote, appoint five persons
8 to be members of a board to be known as the board of
9 public welfare, the same to consist of the present

10 members of said board of public welfare, who shall
11 remain members of said board until their term of
12 office shall expire and by the appointment of two
13 more persons who shall hold office, one for four year
14 and one for five years from the first day of April
15 nineteen hundred thirty-three and he shall annually,
16 within sixty days after the organization of the city
17 council, appoint one person, with the approval of the
18 city council by concurrent vote, as a member of the
19 said board of public welfare to hold office for five
20 years from the first day of April in the year of such
21 appointment.
22 Said board of public welfare shall have all the rights
23 and powers and be subject to all the duties which by
24 law appertained to the overseers of the poor of the
25 town of Springfield at the time of the enactment of
26 chapter ninety-four, acts of eighteen hundred fifty-
27 two and shall have rights and powers and be subject
28 to the duties prescribed in any and all acts and ordi-
29 nances pertaining to the overseers of the poor or the

of the city of Springfield now
to said overseers of the poor
welfare of the city of Spring-

30 board of public welfare
31 existing with reference
32 or said board of public
33 field.

appointed a member of said34 No person shall be
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35 board of public welfare who has not been a resident
36 of the city of Springfield for at least three years next
37 prior to his appointment; or who is a member of the
38 city council; or who holds any political office for
39 which he receives compensation.
40 In the event of the death, resignation, removal or
41 disqualification of any citizen so appointed during his
42 term of office, the mayor shall, as soon thereafter as
43 may be, appoint a successor subject to confirmation
44 of the city council by concurrent vote to fill the
45 vacancy for the unexpired term only.
46 A member of said board may be removed by the
47 mayor for cause, after due hearing, subject to the
48 approval of the city council by concurrent vote.
49 Removal from Springfield, membership in the city
50 council, or the holding of public office for which
51 compensation is received, shall automatically vacate
52 the office of a member of said board.
53 Said board of public welfare may make rules for the
54 government of its procedure. It shall choose one of
55 its members to be chairman and may prescribe the
56 length of his term.

1 Section 4. Chapter ninety-seven of the acts of
2 eighteen hundred seventy-eight is hereby repealed.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage




