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Reverend Albert J. Penner
Minister ofEd-wards Congregational Church, Northampton, Massachusetts

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we seek in Thee our refuge
and strength. We remember with grateful hearts the mercy of which
we in our land have been partakers through the years that have gone.
We thank Thee for the faith and vision which has inspired the leaders
of our Commonwealth and Nation; for the idealism which they have
built into the structure of our civic and social life. We bless Thee for
every advance of justice, goodwill and brotherhood that has been
made in the past, and we humbly confess our all too frequent failure
to provide for all, the ampler means of life.

This day, especially, do we honor the memory of one who has passed
from a faithful service of men, to a higher service in Thy divine Pres-
ence. We thank Thee that in Thy great mercy Thou didst give us
such a man in the leadership of State and Nation a man of integrity
and honesty, loyalty and devotion, uprightness of character and
strength of will. There was never any failure in the faithful discharge
of his duty, nor was there ever any hesitancy to follow the path of
right as he saw it. He was, indeed, a true servant of his Country.

And now we pray that we may dedicate ourselves anew to the high
duties and privileges of citizenship. May his faith in the people, in
democracy, in the future, and in Thee be ours as we assume the privi-
leges and responsibilities of the present and the future. If new occa-
sions teach new duties, may we approach them in the same spirit of
high devotion which animated those faithful ones who have laid down
the work, having finished the course.

To that end we beseech Thee to bless the Service here conducted.
May it be the true expression of a sorrowing but thankful people.
May we, the living, here dedicate our lives anew to the work of bring-
ing in Thy Kingdom upon earth; so that out of these present years of
distress and confusion there may arise a better America and a better
world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Snbocation
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Before Joint Session of General Court
March i, 1933

Services in Memory of

If there be any life beyond the grave,
It must be near the men and things we love,

Some power of quick suggestion how to save,
Touching the living soul as from above.

An influence from the Earth from those dead hearts
So passionate once, so deep, so truly kind,

That in the living child the spirit starts,
Feeling companioned still, not left behind.

If, as the poet sang, the benign spirits of the honored
dead Unger near the men and things they loved, surely the
gentle spirit of Calvin Coolidge broods above this historic
chamber, and with him, silent witnesses of our devotions,
must be John Hancock and Samuel Adams and James
Otis, Webster, Choate, Sumner, Hoar and Lodge. Here,
shy and unknown, Calvin Coolidge entered the service of
the state as a modest member of the House of Representa-
tives. On this spot, as President of the Senate, he pre-
sided over the joint conventions of the General Court.

CHANNING H. COX

Ctie Commontoealti) of Massachusetts

MEMORIAL ADDRESS

CALVIN COOLIDGE
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He became our Lieutenant Governor here. Here, too, he
raised his right hand and took the oath of office as Gov-
ernor of the Commonwealth, all unaware of the glorious
destiny which fate was spinning for him. How appropriate
it is that, assembled to express our deep gratitude for the
life and character of him whom so many of us called friend,
we should meet in the Hall which he knew so well!

And it is in accordance with a fine tradition that we thus
come together reverentially. When the people of Massa-
chusetts gathered in 1826 to honor the memory of that
native son, John Adams, who had recently died, another
great son of Massachusetts, Daniel Webster, said: “It is
lit that by public assembly and solemn observance, by
anthem and by eulogy, we commemorate the services of
national benefactors, extol their virtues and render thanks
to God for eminent blessings, early given and long con-
tinued to our favored country.”

John Adams! John Quincy Adams! Calvin Coolidge!
John Adams, in the eighteenth century; John Quincy
Adams, son of his flesh, in the nineteenth century; and
Calvin Coolidge, scion of his spirit, in the twentieth! A
great triumvirate of Presidents Massachusetts citizens
all, “national benefactors” all! Lift your heads, sons and
daughters of Massachusetts, when it is a question of state-
hood and national benefactions, and exclaim proudly: “I
am of the land of the Adamses and Calvin Coolidge! I
am a citizen of no mean Commonwealth!”

Any honor that we would do must seem feeble, indeed,
when so recently the whole nation has given unmistakable
expression of grief that he departed this life all too soon on
January 5, 1933. Whatever else may be said of Calvin
Coolidge, it will hardly be questioned that at the time of
his death he was the best loved and most trusted man in
America. Some may not have approved his philosophy,
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some may have differed from his policies, but his plain
words had been understood so well, the impression of his
unimpeachable character had reached into so many homes,
his devotion to public duty had been so thoroughly tested,
that all in all he was looked to more generally as embody-
ing the dominant qualities which Americans love to find
in a leader than any one who has lived in our generation.
When a whole people in full possession of all necessary
information speaks with such unanimity, the verdict is as
convincing as it is final.

The longer we ponder and the closer we approach, the
clearer it appears that this remarkable man came to hold
pre-eminent place in the confidence of the people quite as
much because of what he was as because of what he did.
Most men are so apt to conform to conventionalities!
They must do as others do. In youth most of us have
lofty visions, and we dream of some great ideals which we
hope to achieve. We do not dare to tell others of our
ambitions. We fear we might be ridiculed. Then as
manhood comes and we are compelled to face the hard
facts of a cold world, it becomes increasingly difficult to
retain belief in ourselves. Our youthful ambitions become
dimmed. We see others succeeding, and we are prone to
copy their methods and manners. We lose the courage to
develop our own philosophy or to do our own thinking.
We shudder at the possibility of being thought different.
Striving to be like others, we succeed in being merely
ordinary. “We fear to be eccentric, and we end in being
commonplace.”

Calvin Coolidge dared to be different. True, he said
that “The classic of all classics is the Bible,” and he may
have strived consciously to imitate its style. But he did
his own thinking. He framed his own creed. His manner
was his own. Throughout his whole life, with indomitable
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resolution and inflexible self-reliance, he dared to be
himself.

Calvin Coolidge was born on Independence Day, July
4, 1872, in Plymouth, a country village in the Vermont
hills, the son of John Calvin and Victoria Moor Coolidge.
He was descended from John and Mary Coolidge, who
had settled in Watertown, Massachusetts, about 1630, and
his ancestry ran through a long line of hardy farmers who
lived in Massachusetts until his great-great-grandfather
moved into Vermont.

His father, a former member of the Vermont Legisla-
ture, was the village storekeeper as well as a farmer, and
so the young Calvin had a double training under his care,
plowing and digging in the fields and selling and figuring
behind the counter. Here were crystallized the habits
of industry, frugality and self-reliance which shaped the
course of his life. The sweet glow of his mother’s love was
snuffed out when he was a lad of twelve, and, as he later
wrote: “The greatest grief that can come to a boy came
to me. Life was never to seem the same again.” Her
memory was a blessed, abiding influence which in mature
years supported his faith to testify:

No man was ever meanly bom. About his cradle is the wondrous
miracle of life. He may descend into the depths, he may live in in-
famy and perish miserably, but he is bom great. Men build monu-
ments above the graves of their heroes to mark the end of a great life,
but women seek out the birthplace and build their shrine, not where
a great life had its ending but where it had its beginning, seeking
with a truer instinct the common source of things not in that which
is gone forever but in that which they know will again be manifest.
Life may depart, but the source of life is constant.

Four years after the loss of his mother, the little world
in which he lived became even more lonely, as death
claimed his only sister, to whom he was especially devoted.
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Father and son were drawn more closely together, and
fortunately a warm bond of sympathy developed between
the son and his understanding stepmother.

Between “chores” on the farm and in the store, Calvin
was a pupil of the ungraded school at Plymouth, a single
room with a wood stove. Afterwards he attended Black
River Academy at Ludlow and the academy at St. Johns-
bury, and then went to Amherst College. Here he was a
keen student but only in a modest way did he enter into
the activities of college life. During his senior year, in
open competition with students of all American colleges,
he won the first prize, a gold medal, for the best essay on
the causes of the Revolutionary War. He was graduated
in 1895 with the degree of A.8., and at Commencement
was grove orator.

Had it been possible for him to go through a law school,
that fact might have changed his whole career. If George
Washington had gone to a school of engineering instead
of plunging into the wilderness and doing his own survey-
ing, would he have developed the same power to deal with
men and keep their spirit high in the face of overwhelming
odds? If Abraham Lincoln had not had the closest contact
with the plain people, and learned their ways so thor-
oughly at first hand, would he have been able to hold the
nation together in the great crisis?

Mr. Coolidge was a profound student of the subjects
which interested him. The scholar glows in all his writ-
ing. He was a student until he died. That a law school
course of three years under learned instructors would
have absorbed his interest, there can scarcely be a doubt.
Possessing a mind that went to the root of things, it would
have been difficult for him to turn aside from the ever
engrossing science of law, once he had begun to study it
under the most favorable conditions. A law school would
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have drawn him immediately to a populous, sophisticated
community. Fortunately he did not know a big city
until he was thoroughly familiar with a small one. The
metropolis tends to de-individualize a person, to make him
like everybody else. The town or small city does not.
The contacts of a big city might have given him polish
and veneer, but at the expense of other characteristics
which made him distinctive.

As it was, he moved across the Connecticut River to
Northampton, where he found a position in the law office
of Hammond & Field, able counsellors and friendly men.
While his contemporaries were analyzing cases he was
doing the same, but he was also analyzing the life of the
general run of people. In those plastic years, did he not
obtain a shrewder sense of things than if he had been fol-
lowing a prescribed training, and conforming to the habits
and customs, intellectual and physical, of other young men
of the law? Did he not, in this way, come to understand
humanity better? His greatest strength was always with
the rank and file. Did not the beginning of that mutual
understanding come from these first years of contacts in
Northampton?

Within twenty months he was admitted to the bar
and began to practice. He never had time to prove to
the world whether he would have made a great lawyer,
as he was drawn almost immediately into public service,
and with brief intervals that was to be his life work. Less
than five years after he left college, he took his seat as a
member of the Common Council of Northampton, and
later served two years as City Solicitor. He was ap-
pointed in 1904 to fill an unexpired term as Clerk of
Courts in Hampshire County, but declined a nomination
to succeed himself.

Then came a year as a private citizen which marked
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a happy achievement, for on October 4, 1908, Calvin
Coolidge married Miss Grace A. Goodhue of Burlington,
Vermont. Her whole life has given truth to her own
beautiful words:

Love was not given the human heart
For careless dealing;

Its spark was lit that man might know
Divine revealing.

Shortly after their marriage they set up housekeeping
in a rented half of a two-family house in Northampton.
Here they found joy in the coming of John and Calvin,
Junior, in the companionship of friendly neighbors in a
pleasant city, and in useful toil. Here they lived, as one
honor after another came to them. Here they returned
when they left the White House. Here they made a
home to which a nation looked with pride and satisfaction
as everything a home should be. It was a perfect union
which grew stronger and lovelier as the years passed.
Each inspired the other and neither faltered. Side by
side they walked from lowly places to the heights. When
their manly son, Calvin, Junior, was taken from them in
1924, hand in hand they went down through the vale of
sorrow as a whole people mourned with them.

A year after his marriage, he was elected to the Massa-
chusetts House of Representatives, an old and notable
legislative body. Since the beginning of organized gov-
ernment in this country many have served here who later
became state and national leaders, but alas, the principle
of rotation in office is so generally followed that for the
great majority their service here is but a temporary
participation in public affairs.

There was nothing extraordinary in the conduct of
Calvin Coolidge to draw attention upon his arrival in
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Boston. He appeared to be modest and somewhat color-
less. The Speaker assigned him to the Committees on
Mercantile Affairs and Constitutional Amendments.
There was little of note during this first year of his service
in the lower branch of the General Court. He was, how-
ever, a faithful and sincere legislator, constant in at-
tendance at House sessions and committee meetings.
He remained on duty. He sought no publicity. He had
no startling cures for the ills of the universe. He de-
manded no sensational investigations. In his quiet way
he was busy and a listener rather than a talker. He was
studying the methods and needs of legislation and state
government. It was as if he had taken to heart the
advice of Polonius:

Give every man thy ear, but few thy voice.
Take each man’s censure, but reserve thy judgment.

He was re-elected to the House of Representatives, and
upon his return in 1908 was assigned to the important
Committees on Judiciary and Banks and Banking. Dur-
ing his second year his course did not differ greatly from
that of his first. He was industrious. He investigated
with greatest care the matters which came before his
committees. He had charge of reports upon some im-
portant bills, and on the few occasions when he took part
in debate it was evident that he knew what he wanted to
say. Further, he had come to know some men whose
acquaintance he was to renew in later legislative service.

At the close of the 1908 legislative session, he returned
to his home and was busy in the practice of law until he
took office as Mayor of Northampton in 1910. At the
end of a year he was renominated and re-elected. Mayor
Coolidge served to the satisfaction of his fellow towns-
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men. It stands to his credit that in his two administra-
tions he reduced the city debt $90,000 and lowered taxes.
He had begun to practice economy in government. His
prestige had grown, and in 1912 he was elected to the
State Senate from the Berkshire, Hampshire and Hamp-
den District.

In two years of service, Senator Coolidge showed in-
creasing capacity for major tasks. Finally there came
an opportunity for service that attracted wide attention.
The city of Lawrence was torn by industrial conflict.
A strike among the mill workers became so aggravated
that Senator Coolidge was made chairman of a special
legislative committee to investigate conditions. In short
order, largely through his mediation, the strike was
settled with general satisfaction, and Chairman Coolidge
was publicly thanked for his part in restoring industrial
peace. By his devotion to committee work, by his
ability to analyze measures, to explain them, and to draft
bills, he came to have a strong hold upon his associates.
Moreover, he was beginning to show a rare aptitude for
friendship. Men liked to be in his company.

Without opposition he was chosen President at the
beginning of his third senatorial year, in 1914. Upon
taking the chair he surprised an audience which now
reached beyond the Commonwealth, as he advised his
colleagues:

Do the day’s work. If it be to protect the rights of the weak, who-
ever objects, do it. If it be to help a powerful corporation better to
serve the people, whatever the opposition, do that. Expect to be
called a standpatter, but don’t be a standpatter. Expect to be called
a demagogue, but don’t be a demagogue. Don’t hesitate to be as
revolutionary as science. Don’t hesitate to be as reactionary as the
multiplication table. Don’t expect to build up the weak by pulling
down the strong. Don’t hurry to legislate. Give administration a
chance to catch up with legislation.
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It was a notable address, bristling with other para-
graphs which made people pause and think. “The
people cannot look to legislation generally for success.
Industry, thrift, character, are not conferred by Act or
Resolve. Government cannot relieve from toil; it can
provide no substitute for the rewards of service. . .

.

Self-government means self-support.” And again: “Stat-
utes must appeal to more than material welfare. Wages
won’t satisfy, be they never so large; nor houses; nor
lands; nor coupons, though they fall thick as the leaves
of autumn. Man has a spiritual nature. Touch it and
it must respond as the magnet responds to the pole.
To that, not to selfishness, let the laws of the Common-
wealth appeal.”

Here was something unexpected and startling in po-
litical addresses. Here must be an unusual man. People
wanted to know more about him. They watched him
as he presided over the Senate with dignity and fairness.
They were astonished again the next year, when, after
a second election as President, on taking the chair he
employed only forty-four words:

Honorable Senators, my sincerest thanks I offer you. Conserve
the firm foundations of our institutions. Do your work with the
spirit of a soldier in the public service. Be loyal to the Common-
wealth and to yourselves. And be brief; above all things be brief.

Probably few men who have been called upon to make
so many public addresses as Mr. Coolidge ever found
less enjoyment in the undertaking. It is to be doubted
if he ever felt at ease as he stood before audiences unless
he had in hand a carefully prepared manuscript. His
voice was not strong and he neither possessed nor acquired
the graces of oratory. So in his first campaign of great
importance for the Republican nomination for Lieutenant
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Governor in 1915, when he was opposed by a young man
of ability and character who was easily one of the best
public speakers in Massachusetts, friends of Mr. Cool-
idge were apprehensive of the result.

Nor were they reassured as the campaign progressed.
When the contestant advocated his cause, always well
and with great vigor, it seemed as if he swept his hearers
along with him. It was not comfortable for Mr. Cool-
idge’s friends to hear him speak on the same platform.
His manner, however, was dignified, and his very lack of
emotional appeal created an impression of reserve power
in the man. Certainly there was always substance to
his addresses, and there was something in his appear-
ance which his listeners took away with them. Some-
how or other they sensed the character behind the words
and were moved by his sincerity. They seemed to
realize that they had met a man of sterling qualities,
whom they trusted and would be glad to follow. In any
event, Mr. Coolidge was easily elected Lieutenant Gov-
ernor three times and Governor twice. In each cam-
paign he took an active part and spoke in every section
of the Commonwealth.

At the end of his second term as President of the
Senate, Mr. Coolidge had to give a definite decision as
to his future course. The suggestion was made that he
offer himself for appointment to a permanent position
in the public service, which would insure him a salary
adequate to maintain himself and his family. He de-
clined. He was also offered a lucrative business position
at a salary which must then have seemed fabulous to
him, for he had never won large financial returns. Again
he refused, and promptly. Here were two momentous
decisions. Each was made apparently against self-in-
terest, as he knew that he could not support himself on
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his legislative salary unless he restricted his expenditures
to bare necessities. We can do no more than speculate
on the intellectual process by which he concluded that
his proper place was in public life.

It may also be recorded that Mr. Coolidge looked
back upon his legislative experience as most helpful in
his later work as Chief Executive of the Commonwealth
and the Nation. As a legislator he learned the ways of
legislators. He knew that they represented a separate
branch of the government, with their own prejudices and
convictions, and that often they could not be driven or
hurried. They had certain prerogatives which he did
not care to violate. He knew how to be patient and bide
his time, believing that if what he advocated were right,
his measures would win approval ultimately. It may be
of further interest these days, when so much criticism is
leveled against legislative bodies, to know Mr. Coolidge’s
opinion upon present-day representative assemblies. He
had studied our history, had talked with his own father
of contacts in the Vermont Legislature, and had read
the letters which his father sent home from Montpelier.
Near the end of Mr. Coolidge’s life he had come to the
conclusion that legislative standards are really just as
high now as they were a generation ago. In his studies
he had found that, in days gone by, accusations had
been made that the legislators were careless, lazy, ex-
travagant, unmethodical, lacking in concern for the
general welfare. It is not surprising, then, that one who
held such views could say calmly, when asked if he were
not disgusted by the endless amount of talk in Congress:
“Oh, well, don’t forget that when they are talking they
are not spending our money.” He knew the symptoms.
He knew that the patient would live, come to his senses
and finally respond to healing treatment.
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As Lieutenant Governor Mr. Coolidge attended to the
duties of the Executive Council with painstaking fidelity.
He was always to be found at the State House. He was
devotedly loyal to Governor McCall, as the latter fre-
quently testified. Meanwhile he was so well understood
by the people of the Commonwealth that he was the
unopposed candidate of his party for Governor of Massa-
chusetts in 1918 and he was elected.

Governor Coolidge entered upon his duties shortly
after the conclusion of the World War. Many laws
designed to meet popular demands at that time were
approved, including considerable legislation of benefit to
the service men. More notable, however, was the
dispatch with which he carried out the mandate of the
recently adopted Constitutional Amendment to reduce
the number of state departments, which was 118, to not
more than 20. This was no easy undertaking but it
was effectively and speedily accomplished, and many
upstanding citizens were called into the state service
who have enriched its wr ell-being.

At this point it is worthy of note that Mr. Coolidge,
as he looked back, regarded the reorganization of the
state government as the greatest of all his contributions
to Massachusetts. He was generous enough to say that
most Governors would have acted as he did in the Boston
Police strike. Honestly and with reason he felt that the
whole revision of the state government, the abolition of
many positions, the necessary demotion of many other
officials, and the selection of new men for important
work, required endless study, persuasion, diplomacy,
force and courage. On more than one occasion his suc-
cessor was reminded, good-naturedly, that he had been
saved from a “pretty mess.” Governor Coolidge dis-
charged this great service within three months after
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assuming office, although he could have left the matter
to be disposed of by his successor. That was not Cal-
vin Coolidge’s way. He also approved the state budget
method of making appropriations, an early and distinc-
tive improvement in the administration of state finance.
He also made notable reductions in the state debt.

If Governor Coolidge had never done anything else,
however, one single act would have sufficed to make his
name forever cherished by the people of Boston and
Massachusetts. When others hesitated and shuddered,
he led the way in demonstrating that “There is no right
to strike against the public safety by anybody, any-
where, any time.” That proclamation will go ringing
down the ages, and wherever it is declaimed a new hope
will spring in the souls of faltering men and they will
disdain to temporize with wrong, and they, too, will
courageously assert the majesty of a free people. Other
leaders in other days will resolve, if need be, that “The
authority of the Commonwealth cannot be intimidated
or coerced. It cannot be compromised.”

The Chief Executive of Massachusetts had done the
things which the people wanted him to do. He had
said the things which millions had yearned to hear. The
effect of Governor Coolidge’s resolute and courageous
stand in a great emergency was galvanic throughout the
country. Calvin Coolidge became the spokesman of
Americanism and eventually Vice President.

From the expiration of his term as Governor of Massa-
chusetts in January, 1921, until he became Vice Presi-
dent on March 4, Mr. Coolidge enjoyed two months as

w.

a private citizen, his first respite in eleven years. His
chief duty as Vice President was to preside over the
Senate. As in the Massachusetts Senate, he presided
well, always with dignity and without partisanship. He
did the day’s work. He did not seek publicity. He
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spent a good deal of time in the preparation of the many
formal addresses he was called upon to make. He kept
informed upon all national matters. He made a careful
and correct appraisal of the Senators who sat under
him. There was, however, almost no occasion when it
seemed appropriate for him to discuss current problems
or policies.

After Congress adjourned in 1923, and before President
Harding started on his long projected trip to Alaska, Mr.
Coolidge returned to his native Vermont to visit his
father. During the night of August 2he was awakened
by his father and told of the unexpected and tragic death
of President Harding. Immediately he knelt in prayer
for God’s guidance. Before dawn, August 3, in the
family sitting room, by the light of a kerosene lamp,
using the family Bible, and before his father, Colonel
Coolidge, as a Notary Public, he took the oath of office
as President of the United States. Literally, the country
boy who had followed the horse and plow was summoned
to lead 120,000,000 people.

Mr. Coolidge probably was better equipped by ex-
perience and knowledge to take up his duties as Chief
Executive than any of his predecessors who had been
called to that office by the death of a President. He
had sat in Cabinet meetings, where he obtained first-
hand information on the varied affairs of the govern-
ment and the reasons which had prompted President
Harding in his decisions on major problems, domestic
and foreign. His first announced determination was to
carry out the policies inaugurated by Mr. Harding, and
in the accomplishment of that task to retain Mr. Hard-
ing’s advisers.

The impression made by President Coolidge in the first
few hours and weeks of his administration was reassuring.
In a single night the eyes of all the world were turned on
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him. They saw a modest man evidently capable of
prompt and wise action. The routine of national ad-
ministration was resumed quietly and surely, after an
interval designed to express respect and sorrow for
President Harding.

Only a few months passed before Mr. Coolidge found
himself facing a situation in government which might
have tried the soul of a man lacking his fundamental
calm and belief in the unerring judgment of the American
people. Revelations of scandal in high places rocked the
nation. Mr. Coolidge met each situation with delibera-
tion, ordering prosecutions and taking such action as in
his mind would best conserve the public interest. So
effectively did he deal with the sordid matters which
came to light that he emerged strongly entrenched in the
regard of the people. The conviction now became gen-
eral that Mr. Coolidge was a man of high integrity, in-
sisting steadfastly on rigid honesty in government.

Apart from continuing the policies of the Harding
administration, he gave much attention to economy in
government and to reducing the tax burden from which
the country was suffering. He stated his own purposes
clearly and forcefully in his first message to the Congress
in December, 1923. From then on he made his own
program, and the people approved to such an extent that
his nomination and election in 1924 came almost as a
matter of course. During the campaign he remained in
Washington, making but few speeches or public state-
ments. In August preceding the election in November,
he was thoroughly confident that the result would be
favorable to the cause he represented. He continued to
do the day’s work.

In his administration of six years, President Coolidge
had to deal principally with the American attitude toward
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the League of Nations, the World Court, the tariff, farm
relief, national defence, armament limitations, and al-
ways, because he so willed, with economy and taxation.
He believed that the American people saw in the Cove-
nant of the League a diminution of their independence,
and in its provisions the final recourse not to conscience
but to force. He favored the World Court of Interna-
tional Justice, however, as a means of establishing inter-
national law on an enduring basis and preserving peace
by assuring the judicial settlement of international con-
troversies. Meanwhile, he advocated a strong system of
national defence while furthering the cause of armament
reduction. Through his efforts, understanding came to
supplant the mistrust that for years had marked our re-
lations with Mexico. One of the last accomplishments
of his administration, and one which gave him the geatest
satisfaction, was the international ratification of the Kel-
logg-Briand pact, whereby the great nations of the world
pledged themselves never again to resort to war as an
instrument of national policy.

The prestige of Mr. Coolidge was so great at the end
of his second term that the leaders of his party wished to
override the tradition that no President should have a
third term. President Coolidge took definite and posi-
tive and final action to prevent what would have other-
wise been inevitable, an enthusiastic renomination by
the Republican National Convention of 1928, and a
re-election.

We draw our Presidents from the people. It is a wholesome thing
for them to return to the people. I came from them. I wish to be
one of them.

So he wrote as he turned back to the people of North-
ampton and Plymouth. He turned back to the little
rented house from which he had been so long absent.
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He had had severe trials, he had borne great responsi-
bilities, he had not failed. Rather he had succeeded in
a surpassing degree. But the same fundamental sturdy
qualities, the same simplicity, the same readiness to do
the part of a good citizen, the same willingness to serve
in every cause where he could help, the same homely
virtues, the same innate good sense all these remained.

As we recall Calvin Coolidge there was nothing about
him which suggests any other character we have known.
He was different from other men. He was himself. Few
public men have had a more individual quality of speech,
of manner or of thought. His extreme reserve which
appears in his written words and his silence upon formal
occasions became a legend. Yet the people of the coun-
try had come to feel the warmth and sensitiveness that
lay behind those tightly compressed lips and the deeply
lined face. Also, little by little, the people came to learn
that concealed behind a mask of dignity there was a
keen sense of fun.

A lady of note once greeted him at the conclusion of a
speech, saying, “Mr. President, I enjoyed your address
so much that I stood all through it.” With grave so-
lemnity, but, we must believe, with a twinkle of the eye,
the President rejoined, “So did I.”

A year ago while sitting with a friend in his home at
Plymouth, a lamp shining and bright was brought in
from the kitchen where it had been cleaned, and was
placed on a table. In astonishment the friend asked:
“That is not the lamp used when you took the oath of
office here?”

“Yes, we use it every night.”
Earnestly the friend pleaded: “Why, that lamp ought

to be given to a museum, where it can be carefully
preserved.”



1933.] SENATE —No. 360. 23

The only comment was: “It’s a perfectly good lamp,
isn’t it?”

Was he sympathetic? Legions would welcome the
opportunity to testify to little words of encouragement
and heartening. What a flood of feeling is unloosed in
the act of handing to a friend, who had been suddenly
bereft of a splendid son just coming to manhood, a book
tenderly inscribed:

To E. K. H.
Whose boy and my boy, by the grace of God,

will remain boys through all eternity.

The author of such a sweet sentiment may be believed
when he writes, “I should not want to think of Heaven
without children there.”

Only a President of the deepest emotions could invite
to the White House, on his return from his father’s
funeral, an old friend, and spend a whole evening recalling
with pride the story of a long and useful life, fondly
showing pictures of the father and the old home, speak-
ing of the manly affection in which each held the other,
and concluding with the remark: "Father was a strong
and worthy man.” And no person lacking sentiment
could write of his departed collie dog: “He was a stately
gentleman of great courage and fidelity. . . . So, al-
though I know he would bark for joy as the grim boat-
man ferried him across the dark waters of the Styx, yet
his going left me lonely on the hither side.”

He who would have friends must be a friend. Calvin
Coolidge had friends in every walk of life who over a
long span of years were drawn closer to him by continu-
ing evidence of regard and remembrance. Who ever had
a more devoted, wholely unselfish or helpful friend than
Calvin Coolidge found and retained to the end in the
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venerable man who joins us in this ceremony? That
friendship has become historic. Our leading citizens
were quite ready to drop their important duties to go to
other parts of the country to tell of this man in whom
they believed. One of his first acts after reaching Wash-
ington as President was to drop a line to his old body-
guard in this city, the faithful companion of his walks,
his friend. He was not too busy as President to be
solicitous about his old chauffeur in Massachusetts.

His friends were in his mind constantly and in sur-
prising ways he would let them know. It might be just
a line, as after the Tercentenary exercises in Boston;

I caught sight of you on the Common the other day and rather
envied your privilege of coming there as a private citizen and, I hope,
enjoying yourself. I wish that I could have the same privilege.

With kindest regards,
C. C.

If with strangers he sometimes seemed unduly reticent,
perhaps we can look to his first biography for the reason.
There is quoted a most revealing statement made to a
close friend after sitting silently for some time. “Do you
know, I’ve never really grown up? It’s a hard thing for
me to play this game. In politics, one must meet people,
and that’s not easy for me. It’s been hard for me all my
life. When I was a little fellow, as long ago as I can re-
member, I would go in a panic if I heard strange voices
in the house. I felt I just couldn’t meet people and
shake hands with them. Most of the visitors would sit
with mother and father in the kitchen and the hardest
thing in the world for me was to have to go through the
kitchen door and give them a greeting. I was almost
ten before I realized I couldn’t go on that way. And by
fighting hard I used to manage to get through that door.
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I’m all right with old friends, but every time I meet a
stranger, I’ve got to go through the old kitchen door
back home, and it’s not easy.”

In this outburst of confidence, never again referred to,
we get a glimpse of something which explains what many
failed to understand. Some judged him harshly. Only
those who knew him best realized the subjective struggle
which this man waged. He liked people and he liked to
be with them, but until he knew them well it was hard
to give himself. No! Calvin Coolidge was not distant
or cold. Was he diffident? Yes, always, from childhood
to death.

May one who was privileged to have a long association
with Calvin Coolidge in public and private life and who
gratefully recalls his friendship as an ennobling influence
take you on a little journey?

Would that the power were mine to paint a picture of
a recent visit to Plymouth on a brisk October afternoon
when the trees had donned their brightest dress; of the
cordial welcome; of going to see an ancestor’s house
near by which he was repairing, and, as he said dryly;
“Doing my bit to relieve unemployment in Plymouth
Notch;” of sitting on a big log in the smiling sunshine;
of his inquiry for friends; of his interest in business con-
ditions; of his earnest desire to say or write something
that might be of help in strengthening confidence; of
sincere sympathy for all those who suffered; of his good
will to all men; of his true gratitude for all the good
fortune that had been his; and of his unshaken faith in
the future of this country. After the quiet talk, then a
return to his own home, the pleasant give and take of
conversation in which Mrs. Coolidge and other friends
joined; his search for a road map which he marked so
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that we should be sure to take a road that “my father
always liked to drive over,” and then farewell.

Here seemed to be a happy man in good health, wear-
ing modestly the rich laurels which he had fairly earned,
and one destined to continue long in useful service. Is
it not fair to say that the American people had come to
regard this loved leader as one of their precious institu-
tions which would endure? Then without premonition
he falls while trying to do the day’s work. “He is made
one with Nature.”

Does only the memory remain? True, that which was
mortal now lies in a grave by a country road winding
through the hills. But, “Are they dead, who yet speak,
louder than we can speak, and a more universal lan-
guage? Are they dead who yet act?” In his death do
not his words, sifted by the winds of destiny, come to
have deeper meaning, and does not the example of his
completed life become an even more vital influence in a
distraught world? Surely his memory will remain in the
hearts of the generation that lived with him and loved
him.

Myriads of friends, many of whom he never knew,
will ask that they be privileged to join in establishing
some enduring memorial to his great life of public devo-
tion. Such monument must not be extravagant, no
mere pile of marble nor mass of granite no ornate
Corinthian columns nor graceful lonic spirals. May
such testimonial, whether it be in preserving the little
Plymouth farmhouse, or the modest Northampton cot-
tage, interpret to future generations a leader who calmly
attested his faith in the fundamentals of the fathers at
a time when old, old standards of value seemed to be
crumbling; a leader who always tried to square his life
and public action with the eternal verities, whatever
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might be the effect upon his personal fortunes. May
such a national tribute attest in majestic simplicity the
greatness which comes from plain living and honest en-
deavor. May it depict to generations now unborn the
rugged strength, the downright honesty, the high purpose
and the intellectual and moral power of Calvin Coolidge,
American. At such a shrine, love for American tradi-
tions will be kindled anew and faith in American institu-
tions will be deepened.




