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Department of Labor and Industries,
State House, Boston, December 5, 1934.

To the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
In accordance with the provisions of section 33, chap-

ter 30, of the General Laws, as amended by section 43,
chapter 362, Acts of 1923, I have the honor to submit
herewith such part of the annual report of this Depart-
ment (Pub. Doc. No. 104) as contains a recommenda-
tion for legislative action, together with draft of bill
embodying legislation recommended.

MARY E. MEEHAN

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts

Acting Commissioner of Labor and Industries.
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The Minimum Wage Law, chapter 151 of the GeneralLaws, was amended and superseded by the enactment ofchapter 308 of the acts of the current year. This act,which became effective September 12, made materialchanges in the operation, administration and enforcement
of this law. Under section 3, provision was made for
retaining the former law so far as it related to the con-
tinuation of the then existing decrees, 22 in number.
However, it did not appear that this provision in section
3 was broad enough to bring the existing decrees under
the provisions of the new law so far as the enforcement
and control of the existing decrees were concerned, and
therefore the Department sought the opinion of the
Attorney General and was advised by him, under date of
August 27, first, that the existing decrees were to be
enforced by the Minimum Wage Commission under the
provisions of the former law and not by the Commissioner
under the provisions of the new law; and second, that the
existing decrees cannot be made mandatory as is provided
under the new law. An anomalous situation is thus
created whereby the existing decrees, 22 in number, are
to be enforced by the Minimum Wage Commission under
the provisions of the former law, while any new decrees
are to be enforced by the Commissioner under the pro-
visions of the new law, which also contains a mandatory
provision. It is the opinion of the Department that the
existing decrees should be brought within the provisions
of the new law in the same manner and to the same extent
as if established thereunder, so that the new law would
be applicable to all decrees, whether established previous
to or since the enactment of the new law. To that end
the Department submits the following recommendation

RECOMMENDATION.



1935.] HOUSE No. 46. 3

for legislation, this authority on the part of the Commis-
sioner to make the existing decrees mandatory without
awaiting the expiration of a period of nine months; this
by reason of the fact that the latest of the 22 decrees had
been in effect for more than two years.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act relative to Minimum Wage Decrees rendered
prior to the Effective Date of the Present Law author-
izing the Establishment of Mandatory Minimum Fair
Wage Standards for Women and Minors.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter three hundred and eight of the acts of
2 nineteen hundred and thirty-four is hereby amended
3 by striking out section three and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:
5 Section 3. This act shall not be construed to
6 abrogate or invalidate any proceedings hitherto taken
7 or pending on its effective date under chapter one
8 hundred and fifty-one of the General Laws, as in effect
9 immediately prior to such date, or to alter or modify

10 the effect of any decree or order made under the pro-
-11 visions of said chapter as so in effect, but all such
12 pending proceedings may be completed in accordance
13 with said chapter, and such decrees and orders shall
14 continue to be in full force and effect; provided, that
15 such a decree may be made the basis of a directory
16 order of the commissioner under section ten of said
17 chapter one hundred and fifty-one, as revised by this
18 act, in the same manner and to the same extent as if
19 approved by the commission in the course of proceed-
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20 ings instituted under said chapter as so revised; and
21 thereupon the provisions of said chapter as so revised
22 applicable to such a directory order shall apply to such
23 a decree, except that the said directory order shall not
24 be made mandatory unless such decree has been in
25 effect for at least nine months prior to said effective
26 date and shall not be subject to recommendation
27 unless in effect for at least one year prior to said date;
28 and provided, further, that the wage board which
29 reported such decree may be reconvened by the com-
-30 mission under said section fourteen, notwithstanding
31 its membership numerically exceeds that provided in
32 section five of said chapter one hundred and fifty-one
33 as so revised; and further, that the commission, as
34 defined in subsection one of this act, is hereby author-
-35 ized, in conformity with Article XX of Part the First
36 of the constitution of the commonwealth, to suspend,
37 alter or modify the provisions of any minimum wage
38 decree in force upon such effective date so as to bring
39 the wage and other provisions of such decree into
40 complete or partial conformity with similar provisions
41 in any code or codes applicable to the industry covered
42 by said decree and approved by the president of the
43 United States under the provisions of the National
44 Industrial Recovery Act, such authority to be effective
45 only during such time as the code or codes in question
46 respectively remain in effect.








