
HOUSE 59

Depaetment of Public Health.
State House, Boston, December 5, 1934

To the General C Massachu.

In compliance with General Laws, chapter 30, section
33, I have the honor to submit herewith such portions of
my annual report for the year 1934 (Pub. Doc. No. 34)
as embody recommendations for legislation, accompanied
by a draft of bills to cover such recommendations.

Vaccination of Children in Private Schools.
(1) The general laws at present require smallpox vac-

cination of children as a prerequisite to public school
attendance. While this has been effective in keeping the
incidence of the disease at a figure lower than that of any
other State in the Union, this protection to the com-
munity has come from the enforcement of this provision
upon those who could not afford to go to a private school.
This means, then, that those financially able to attend
a private school can purchase their protection at the
expense of those less favorably situated. The proposed
amendment in extending the compulsory vaccination to
include private schools would provide for equal partici-
pation on the part of all, thus avoiding any suggestion
of what may well be called at present class legislation.
In addition, it would prevent the occasional case of small-
pox that occurs from time to time among children who
have evaded or escaped vaccination through private
school attendance.
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Treatment by Cities and Towns of Indigent Per-
sons SUFFERING FROM GONORRHEA OR SYPHILIS;
and Divulging op Hospital, Dispensary, Labora-
tory or Morbidity Reports and Records per-
taining to Gonorrhea or Syphilis.

The wisdom of the following modifications of existing
statutes pertaining to gonorrhea or syphilis is self-evident.
They aim

(2) To remove any doubt as to local responsibility for
furnishing treatment to infected indigents for the good
of the individuals and the protection of the public.

(3) To remove any possible restraint from a physician
who believes it advisable to give information necessary
for self-protection to the husband or wife of an infected
person under his care.

The words “gonorrhea or syphilis” are substituted for
the words “venereal diseases” for the sake of conformity
with the statutes. Gonorrhea and syphilis have been
declared diseases dangerous to the public health, but
venereal diseases have not been defined either by the
Legislature or the State Department of Public Health.

Very truly yours,

HENRY D. CHADWICK, M.D.
Commissioner of Public Health


