
No. 167HOUSE
By Mr. Murray of Watertown, petition of Wycliffe C. Marshall

and John A. Murray that legislative counsel and agents be required
to make detailed statements of direct and indirect acts promoting
or opposing pending legislation. Rules (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act requiring from Legislative Counsel or Agents
Complete and Detailed Statements of their Direct
and Indirect Acts to Promote or Oppose Legislation.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby
3 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public welfare.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter three of the General Laws, as appearing in
2 the Tercentenary edition thereof, is hereby amended
3 by inserting after section forty-two the following new
4 section:
5 Section Jf2A. Every legislative counsel or agent
6 shall, on Saturday of each week while the said docket
7 of the sergeant-at-arms remains open, file with the
8 sergeant-at-arms a complete and detailed statement,
9 on oath, of his activities as legislative counsel or
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10 agent during the week. Every legislative counsel
11 shall enumerate in said statement what things he has
12 done, directly or indirectly, as necessarily incident to
13 his appearance before committees of the general
14 court in regard to proposed legislation. Every legis-
15 lative agent shall enumerate in said statement what
16 acts he has done, directly or indirectly, to promote or
17 oppose legislation under the consideration of the
18 general court. Every legislative counsel or agent
19 shall name in said statement the persons, whether
20 members of the general court or not, with whom he
21 has acted, consulted or conferred, directly or indi-
22 rectly, to promote or oppose legislation, a description
23 of the said action or consultation or .conference, and
24 the amount of money or other valuable consideration
25 expended in connection therewith, if any. Such state-
26 ments shall be in such form as the sergeant-at-arms
27 may prescribe, in order to furnish the public with
28 complete information about the activities of every

29 legislative counsel or agent, and shall be open to
30 public inspection. Within thirty days after the pro-

31 rogation of the general court, the sergeant-at-arms
32 shall deposit in the office of the state secretary the
33 file of said statements, and the said state secretary
34 shall cause the said file to be published as a public
35 document for free distribution throughout the com-

36 monwealth of Massachusetts. Violations of this
37 section shall be punished as provided in sectior
38 forty-nine of this chapter.


