
HOUSE No. 210
By Mr. Downey of Brockton, petition of Joseph H. Downey and

other members of the House for establishment of a shoe and leather
commission in the Department of Labor and Industries. State
Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act establishing the Massachusetts Shoe and Leather
Commission for the Promotion and Development of
the Shoe and Leather Industries in the Commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter twenty-three of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the Tercentenary edition, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after section nine H, under the
4 caption “Massachusetts shoe and leather com-
-5 mission”, the following three new sections:
6 Section 91. There shall be in the department a
7 commission for the promotion and development of
8 the shoe and leather industries, to be known as the
9 Massachusetts shoe and leather commission, in this

10 and the two following sections called the commission.
11 The commission shall consist of the commissioner,
12 ex officio, and six unpaid members appointed by the
13 governor, with the advice and consent of the council,
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14 who shall be designated in their initial appointments
15 to serve respectively for one, two, three, four, five
16 and six years. The commission shall annually choose
17 one of its members as chairman. One of the members
18 appointed by the governor as aforesaid shall always
19 be a representative of labor. Upon the expiration of
20 the term of office of an appointive member, a succes-
-21 sor shall be appointed in the manner aforesaid for
22 six years. The commission shall meet at least once a
23 month and at such other times as it shall determine
24 by its rules. The members shall receive their neces-
-25 sary traveling expenses while in the performance of
26 their official duties.
27 Section 9J. Subject to the approval of the governor
28 and council, the commission may appoint and fix the
29 compensation of a secretary and such experts as it
30 may require and may remove them with like approval.
31 It may also employ such other necessary clerks and
32 employees as it may require. Authorized representa-
-33 tives of the commission may travel outside the com-
-34 monwealth for the purpose of carrying out the provi-
-35 sions of section nine K.
36 Section 9K. The commission may conduct re-

-37 searches into conditions affecting the shoe and leather
38 industries within the commonwealth particularly with
39 a view to determining the causes of, and to preventing
40 the occurrence of, removals from the commonwealth
41 of corporations, firms or individuals engaged in said
42 industries, and shall seek to co-ordinate the activities
43 of unofficial bodies organized for the promotion of the
44 interests of said industries in the commonwealth, may

45 prepare, print and distribute books, charts and
46 pamphlets, and may expend such sums as may be
47 appropriated by the general court to carry out the
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48 purposes of the foregoing provisions of this section
49 and the provisions of the two preceding sections. It
50 may, on behalf of the commonwealth, accept contribu-
-51 tions, and, subject to the approval of the governor
52 and council, may expend the same for the aforesaid
53 purposes and also for the dissemination, by any ap-
-54 propriate means or mediums other than those herein-
-55 before specified, of information respecting the interests
56 of said shoe and leather industries in the common-
-57 wealth.




