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By Mr. Sparrell of Norwell, petition of the Massachusetts Lobster-
mens Association for amendment of the law relative to sale or pos-
session of small or short lobsters. Conservation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five

An Act further regulating the Sale or Possession of
Small Lobsters.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House oj Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority oj the same, as follows:

1 Section thirty-one of chapter one hundred and
2 thirty of the General Laws, as appearing in section
3 two of chapter three hundred and twenty-nine of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three, is hereby
5 amended by striking out, in the fourth line, the word
6 “sixteenth” and inserting in place thereof the word:
7 —fourth, so as to read as follows: Section 31.
8 Whoever sells or offers for sale, or has in possession
9 for a period longer than is necessary for measuring

10 or for any other purpose than legally disposing of the
11 same, a lobster measuring less than three and one
12 fourth inches in length, alive or dead, cooked or un-
-13 cooked, measured from the rear of the eye socket
14 along a line parallel to the center line of the body
15 shell to the rear end of the body shell, shall be pun-
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16 ished by a fine of not less than five nor more than ten
17 dollars for every such lobster, and such lobster shall
18 be seized and forfeited, and shall be disposed of by
19 the supervisor to the best interest of the common-
-20 wealth; and in all prosecutions under this section any
21 mutilation of any lobster which affects its measurement
22 as aforesaid shall be prima facie evidence that the
23 lobster was or is less than the required length. This
24 section shall not apply to common carriers having
25 lobsters in possession for the purpose of transportation.
26 The commissioner of public safety, upon written
27 request of the commissioner, may detail one or more
28 of the state police to enforce this section.


