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By Mr. Otis of Pittsfield, petition of F. A. Symonds and others
relative to employment of labor by railroad corporations and other
common carriers and to the safety of passengers. Transportation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act promoting the Safety of Employees and Travelers
upon Railroads by compelling Common Carriers by
Railroad to Man Locomotives, Trains and Other Self-
propelled Engines or Machines with Competent Em-
ployees; providing the Least Number of Men that
may be employed on Locomotives, Trains and Other
Self-propelled Engines or Machines; providing Quali-
fications of Certain Employees; and providing a
Penalty for the Violation Thereof.

1 Section 1. When used in this act and for the pur-
-2 poses of this act:
3 1. The term “Carrier” shall mean a common
4 carrier by railroad, or partly by railroad and partly
5 by water, and any receiver or any other individual or
6 body, judicial or otherwise, when in possession of the
7 business of carriers covered by this act, excluding
8 street, suburban and interurban electric railways,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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9 unless operated as a part of a general railroad system
10 of transportation.
11 The term “Locomotive” means any self-propelled
12 unit operated by any form of energy or power, whether
13 produced thereon or furnished from any outside
14 source, and adapted for use in moving cars upon
15 rails or for the transportation of passengers and/or
16 freight or property, except locomotive cranes, pile
17 drivers, weed burners, and other self-propelled engines
18 or machines not used for the transportation of passen-
-19 gers and/or freight or property for hire.
20 3. The term “Light Engine” means any locomo-
-21 tive operated without cars and not transporting
22 passengers, freight or property.
23 4. The term “Passenger Train” means any self-
-24 propelled unit while transporting passengers or any
25 locomotive with one or more cars constructed for the
26 purpose of transporting passengers, baggage, mail,
27 express or combination of either or any.
28 5. The term “Freight Train” means any train
29 composed of one or more locomotives with one or

30 more cars or other vehicles constructed for the purpose
31 of transporting freight or other property not specifi-
-32 cally referred to in the above definition of a passenger
33 train.
34 6. The term “Engineer” means a person who
35 operates a locomotive and performs related work.
36 7. The term “Fireman” means a person who fires
37 a locomotive and/or assists an engineer in the per-
-38 formance of his duties as such.
39 8. The term “Conductor” means a person having
40 charge of the operation of a train en route, at stations
41 and between stations; and who performs related
42 work.
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43 9. The term “Brakeman” means a person who
44 assists a conductor in the operation and protection of
45 a train, and who performs related work.
46 10. The term “Yard Conductor” or “Foreman”
47 means a person whose duties are to supervise and
48 assist in the work of switching and yard work train
49 service, including supervision of the breaking up and
50 making up of trains, and to perform related work.
51 11. The term “Yard Brakeman” or “Helper”
52 means a person whose duties are to couple, uncouple,
53 and ride cars in connection with the breaking up and
54 making up of trains; to handle switches; and to per-
-55 form related work in connection with yard switching
56 service.
57 12. The term “Main Track” means any continuous
58 track over which trains operate through and between
59 stations.
60 13. The term “Competent Employee” means:
61 (a) One who is able to read and understand the
62 time-tables of the carrier by whom he is employed,
63 and read ordinary handwriting in the English lan-
-64 guage, and who is able to speak, hear and understand
65 the English language, and to see, distinguish and
66 understand the signals required by the book of rules
67 of the carrier governing the operation of the locomo-
-68 tives and trains of such carrier. When defective sight
69 can be remedied by the use of glasses or other means,
70 such defective sight shall not thereby render an
71 employee incompetent under this act.
72 (6) As applied to an engineer, one who in addition
73 to being possessed of the qualifications prescribed in
74 paragraph (a) hereof, shall have passed the regular
75 examination prescribed by the carrier concerning
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76 rules and regulations governing the position of an
77 engineer.
78 (c) As applied to a conductor, one who in addition
79 to being possessed of the qualifications prescribed in
80 paragraph (a) hereof, shall have passed the regular
81 examination prescribed by the carrier concerning
82 rules and regulations governing conductors.
83 (d) As applied to a fireman, a brakeman, or a yard
84 brakeman or helper, one who, in addition to being
85 possessed of the qualifications prescribed in para-
-86 graph (a) hereof, shall have passed the regular exam-
-87 ination prescribed by the carrier concerning rules and
88 regulations governing firemen, brakemen or yard
89 brakemen or helpers.
90 (e) As applied to a yard conductor or foreman,
91 one who, in addition to being possessed of the quali-
-92 fications prescribed in paragraph (a) hereof, shall
93 have passed a regular examination prescribed by the
94 carrier concerning rules and regulations governing
95 yard conductors or foremen.

1 Section 2. It shall be unlawful for any carrier to
2 operate, or permit to be operated, any passenger
3 train in the commonwealth consisting of less than five
4 cars, unless said train shall be manned by a full crew
5 of competent employees, which crew shall consist of
6 not less than one engineer, one fireman, one con-

-7 ductor, and one brakeman. When any passenger
8 train consists of five cars or more, any one or more of
9 which carries passengers, or consisting of ten or more

10 cars none of which is carrying passengers, such
11 passenger train shall be manned by one additional
12 brakeman. No member of the crew shall be permitted
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13 or required to perform the duties of baggageman
14 and/or express messenger.

1 Section 3. It shall be unlawful for any carrier to
2 operate, or permit to be operated, in the common-
-3 wealth, any freight train consisting of less than fifty
4 cars, without a full crew of competent employees,
5 which crew shall consist of not less than one engineer,
6 one fireman, one conductor and two brakemen.

1 Section 4. It shall be unlawful for any carrier to
2 operate, or permit to be operated, any freight train
3 consisting of fifty cars or more, without a full crew of
4 competent employees, which crew shall consist of not
5 less than one engineer, one fireman, one conductor,
6 and three brakemen.

1 Section 5. It shall be unlawful for any carrier to
2 operate, or permit to be operated, any local freight
3 train doing any switching or unloading of any freight
4 of any nature whatever, without a full crew of com-
-5 petent employees, which crew shall consist of not
6 less than one engineer, one fireman, one conductor,
7 and three brakemen.

1 Section 6. All other trains not specifically referred
2 to hereinbefore, shall be manned by a crew of not
3 less than one engineer, one fireman, one conductor
4 and twr o brakemen.

1 Section 7. It shall be unlawful for any carrier to
2 use, operate or permit any locomotive to be used or

3 operated in any railroad yard, or on any railroad
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4 track, to handle or switch cars, or to transfer cars
5 from one railroad to another, or from one railroad
6 yard to another railroad yard, unless each and every
7 such locomotive, while handling or switching cars
8 shall be manned by a full crew of competent em-
-9 ployees, which crew shall consist of not less than one

10 engineer, one fireman, one yard conductor or foreman,
11 and two brakemen or helpers. When any such loco-
-12 motive is so used or operated over or upon a highway
13 or street within the corporate limits of a municipality,
14 such locomotive shall be manned by one additional
15 yard brakeman or helper. No such employee shall be
16 detailed to more than one locomotive at the same
17 time, or be assigned to any other service unless his
18 place be filled by another competent employee, or the
19 locomotive laid up while short-handed, except that
20 in case of the sudden disability of a member of such
21 crew through sickness, accident, or death, the carrier
22 shall have three hours to replace such member, during
23 which time such locomotive may be operated short-
-24 handed.

1 Section 8. It shall be unlawful for any carrier to
2 operate, or permit to be operated, on its main track,
3 any single locomotive, unless said locomotive is
4 manned by a full crew of competent employees, which
5 crew shall consist of not less than one engineer, one

6 fireman, one conductor or brakeman; provided, how-
-7 ever, that where two or more locomotives are operated
8 under their own power on any main track, and
9 coupled together, there shall be provided a crew of

10 one engineer and one fireman, for each locomotive,
11 and in addition thereto, one conductor or brakeman.
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1 Section 9. It shall be unlawful for any carrier to
2 operate as a locomotive or permit to be operated as a
3 locomotive, on its main track, any self-propelled
4 crane, pile-driver, weed-burner, or other self-propelled
5 engine or machine not used for the transportation of
6 passengers and/or freight or property for hire, which
7 has sufficient power to draw or propel itself and one
8 or more standard railroad cars, unless such engine or
9 machine shall be manned by a full crew of competent

10 employees consisting of not less than one engineer,
11 one conductor and one brakeman.

1 Section 10. In the case of the disability of a
2 member of a full crew between terminals, the carrier
3 shall have the right to operate the locomotive or train
4 short-handed until such locomotive or train arrives
5 at the next terminal, or other intermediate place on
6 the line, where men of the same class as the person
7 disabled are available, when such carrier shall fill the
8 vacancy on such crew. This act shall not apply to
9 relief or wrecking trains where sufficient men are not

10 available.

1 Section 11. "Whoever violates any provision of
2 this act shall be punished by a fine of not less than
3 one hundred nor more than five hundred dollars.

1 Section 12. It shall be the duty of the depart-
-2 ment of public utilities to execute and enforce the
3 provisions of this act and all powers granted to such
4 commission are hereby extended to it in the execution
5 of this act.
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