
HOUSE 1181

By Mr. Burgess of Quincy, petition of Henry F. Long, Commissioner
of Corporations and Taxation, for further amendment of the laws re-
lating to abatement of taxes. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act relative to the Abatement of Taxes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cl)t Commontoealtf) of 90as0acfni0etts

1 Section 1. Section eight of chapter fifty-eight of
2 the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in the
4 twelfth and thirteenth lines, the words “the expira-
-5 tion of one year from”, by inserting after the word
6 “taxes” in the fourteenth line thereof the words:
7 assessments or other charges, and by inserting
8 after the word “taxes” in the sixteenth line thereof
9 the words; assessments or other charges, —so as

10 to read: Sections. Whenever it appears to the
11 commissioner that at the end of two years from the
12 commitment of any warrant to a collector any taxes
13 upon such warrant remain uncollected, or if collected
14 have not been turned over to the town treasurer, the
15 commissioner shall within three months bring the
16 matter to the attention of the attorney general, who
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17 may bring or cause to be brought an action of con-
-18 tract in the name of the town against the collector
19 and upon his bond, in the superior court for the county
20 where the town lies. Any amount recovered under
21 this section shall be paid into the treasury of the town
22 in whose name the action is prosecuted; but all
23 reasonable expenses incurred by the attorney general
24 in any such action shall be borne by the town, and
25 may be recovered from it by the commonwealth in
26 contract. If, at any time after the commitment of
27 any warrant to a collector, the commissioner is of the
28 opinion that any taxes, assessments or other charges
29 thereon remaining uncollected should be abated, he
30 may authorize the assessors, in writing, to abate any
31 part or the whole of such taxes, assessments or other
32 charges either by items or by abatement of a sum
33 total, stated in such written authorization. The
34 assessors may thereupon make the abatement au-
-35 thorized and enter the same in their record of abate-
-36 ments, making reference in said record to such au-
-37 thorization as the cause or reason for the abatement.

1 Section 2. This act shall take full force and effect
2 on July first, nineteen hundred and thirty-five.


