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House of Representatives, April 17, 1935.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to whom
was referred the Bill providing for the arrangement of
the names of candidates and political parties on voting
machines at elections (House, No. 681), report recom-
mending that the same be amended by the substitution
of the accompanying bill (House, No. 2016).

For the committee,

PHILIP SHERMAN.

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Five.

An Act providing for the Arrangement of Names of Can-
didates and Political Parties on Voting Machines at
State Elections.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section thirty-three of chapter fifty-
-2 four of the General Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary edition, is hereby amended by striking out
4 the last sentence and inserting in place thereof the
5 following paragraph:
6 On voting machines to be used at state elections the
7 names of the candidates of each political party shall
8 be arranged in a horizontal row or vertical column
9 under or opposite the titles of the offices; the order

10 of such rows or columns to be determined by the vote
11 cast for governor at the last preceding election, the
12 row or column of the party casting the largest number
13 of votes for governor to be first, the row or column of
14 the party casting the next largest number of votes for
15 governor to be second, and so on. The arrangement
16 of names and questions on voting machines shall be in
17 general the same as on the official ballot, except as
18 hereinbefore provided and except that when in the
19 judgment of the ballot law commission it is imprac-
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20 ticable, said commission shall determine the arrange
21 ment.

1 Section 2. Section forty-two of said chapter
2 fifty-four, as amended by section five of chapter one

3 hundred and thirty-five of the acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and thirty-two, is hereby further amended by
5 inserting after the word “shall” in the second line the
6 words: , except at state elections in places where
7 voting machines are used, so that the first para-
-8 graph will read as follows; The names of candi-
-9 dates for every state, city and town office, except

10 presidential electors, shall, except at state elections in
11 places where voting machines are used, be arranged
12 under the designation of the office in alphabetical
13 order according to their surnames, except as city
14 charters otherwise provide in the case of municipal
15 offices; but the names of candidates for different
16 terms of service in the same office shall be arranged in
17 groups according to the length of their respective
18 terms, and the names of candidates nominated by
19 single wards but to be voted for at large shall be
20 arranged in groups by wards. In the case of rep-
-21 resentatives in congress, the designation may be
22 “congressman”. Blank spaces shall be left at the end
23 of the list of candidates for each different office, except
24 presidential electors, equal to the number to be elected
25 thereto, in which the voter may insert the name of
26 any person not printed on the ballot for whom he
27 desires to vote for such office. If the approval of any
28 question is submitted to the voters, it shall be printed
29 on the ballot after the names of the candidates.
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