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Accompanying the first recommendation of the Board of Registra-
tion in Medicine (House, No. 38). Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight

An Act relative to the meaning of the terms
“rendering medical service”, “practice of medi-

cine” AND “HOLDING one’s SELF OUT AS A PRACTI-

TIONER OF MEDICINE”.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and twelve of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition
3 thereof, is hereby amended by inserting after sectior
4 five the two following new sections:
5 Section SA. For the purposes of sections two to
6 twelve A, inclusive, “rendering medical service”
7 shall constitute the practice of medicine and shall
8 include any treatment of one person by another, by
9 the use or disuse of any means, for the purpose of

10 diagnosing, preventing, relieving or curing any devi-
11 ation from normal condition of mind or body, or for
12 the purpose of preventing, diagnosing or interfering
13 with pregnancy.
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14 Section 58. For the purposes of sections two to
15 twelve A, inclusive, a person shall be regarded as
16 holding himself out as a practitioner of medicine if
17 he announces to any other person or to the public,
18 a desire, willingness or readiness to practice medicine
19 either directly by his own acts or indirectly through
20 the acts of a servant or agent; or if he opens an
21 office for the practice of medicine; or if he appends
22 to his name M.D., M.8., Dr., Doctor, Physician,
23 Surgeon, Healer, Specialist, or any other title word
24 or letter tending to suggest or designate him as a
25 practitioner of medicine in any of its branches.


