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Metropolitan District Commission
D Somerset Street, Boston, December 1, 19J

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of
chapter 30 of the General Laws (Tercentenary Edition),
copies of the recommendations for legislation to be con-
tained in the abstract of the annual report of this Com-
mission (Pub. Doc. No. 48) for the year 1937, authorized
by section 100 of chapter 92 of the General Laws, as so
appearing, are submitted herewith, together with drafts
of bills embodying the legislation recommended. These
have been submitted to the Counsel for the House of
Representatives as required by law.

E. C. HULTMAN
Metropolitan District Commissioner.

WILLIAM F. ROGERS,
MELVIN B. BREATH,
FELIX A. MARCELLA,
AUSTIN J. O’CONNOR,

Associate Commissioners.

Che Commontocalth of Massachusetts
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Under the Boulevard Act (chapter 288 of the Acts of
1894) lands were taken for a parkway from the Charles
Eliot Circle, at the southerly end of the Revere Beach
Reservation in Revere, to the Middlesex Fells Parkway
in Medford, a distance of about five and one quarter
miles. Construction was started in 1899 and the entire
work completed in 1905. This roadway was originally
built about 30 feet wide on a clay base which was satis-
factory for the proposed horse and buggy use, as the era
of enormous automobile travel was not contemplated.
Since that time it has been necessary to reconstruct cer-
tain portions of this parkway, due to settlement caused
by the heavy automobile travel.

At present it is one of the heaviest traveled motor
arteries north of Boston in need of reconstruction. Since
the location of the horse-racing track was established in
Revere, adjoining the Revere Beach Parkway, and the
location of the dog-racing track within a very short dis-
tance of this parkway, this already overloaded roadway
is choked with traffic whenever races are held. The nar-
row parkway, only 30 feet wide in places, is so congested
on week-ends, holidays and days when the population
desire to reach the beaches or the North Shore, that
hours are consumed to travel a distance that should take
only a few minutes.

The Commission having in mind the burden of taxa-
tion carried by the municipalities comprising the Metro-
politan Parks District for benefits enjoyed by others, is
of the opinion that, as this artery is extensively used, not

RECOMMENDATIONS.

I. Reconstruction of the Revere Beach Parkway
in Medford, Everett, Chelsea and Reverb.
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only by those living outside the parks district, but also
for interstate traffic, being a portion of United States
Route No. 1, this improvement should not be assessed
on the parks district, but the entire cost should be taken
from the Highway Fund, with a contribution by the
Federal government if possible. This parkway or boule-
vard should be reconstructed so that it will have a mini-
mum total roadway width of 100 feet, divided with a
reservation of planting area and such traffic circles, over-
passes or underpasses as are necessary to eliminate
dangerous traffic and pedestrian intersections.

With a population of the district that has doubled
since the parkway was first authorized, and the tremen-
dously increased automobile traffic that now uses this
parkway, the Commission respectfully requests favor-
able authorization of this essential legislation.

from Columbia Circle to the Southern Ar-
tery Traffic Circle, Boston.

The need of a traffic highway for pleasure vehicles en
route from Boston to the South Shore and the Cape was
felt twenty-five years ago when the Legislature appro-
priated money for the Metropolitan Park Commission to
purchase land along the shore front of Dorchester Bay
in order to work out the problem. Portions of the areas
had been used as dumping grounds, while others were
mud flats.

Owing to limited appropriations that authorized the
construction of this roadway, it was impossible to con-
struct a proper base for the present Old Colony Boule-
vard; consequently, it is uneven, due to settlement
which necessitates constant repairs. This boulevard has
become the main traveled artery from Boston to the
South Shore and the Cape. It is 40 feet wide and about
three miles long, and, due to its narrow width, is choked
with traffic its entire length, more especially during the
incoming traffic in the morning and the outgoing traffic
in the evening.

11. Reconstruction of the Old Colony Boulevard
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Recommendations similar to those made in the report
on the Revere Beach Parkway are respectfully submitted
for the Old Colony Boulevard, and the Commission is of
the opinion that the cost of reconstructing this traffic
artery should also be taken from the Highway Fund.

Under chapter 478, Acts of 1935, the Metropolitan
District Commission has completed the portion of the
New Mystic Valley sewer of the North Metropolitan
System. It was brought to the attention of the Legisla-
ture, through its metropolitan affairs committee and the
ways and means committee, that the construction of the
section of sewer authorized by the above act was only a
part of a comprehensive scheme for building of a neces-
sary relief sewer throughout the entire length of the
North Metropolitan District. The completed section
will entirely relieve the Aberjona River, the Mystic Lakes,
and, in great part, the Mystic River above Cradock Dam,
from pollution by sewage. This section necessitates an
overflow in the tidal waters of the Mystic River just
below the Cradock Dam, making a very serious health
problem, particularly in the summer months. The added
pollution to the Mystic River which was already receiv-
ing a great amount of sewage overflow necessitated the
closing of bathing beaches in Medford and Somerville,
used by a large number of people. Recurrence of these
conditions is inevitable until the extension of this relief
sewer is constructed.

Under chapter 433, Acts of 1937, the Legislature ap-
propriated $4,500,000, subject to a 40 per cent grant by
the Federal government. As the Federal grant was not
forthcoming, the Commission, acting under section 7 of
said act, which appropriated $270,000 of state funds, has
started work of making surveys and preparing contract
plans and specifications for the continuation of the Metro-
politan relief sewer to the vicinity of Addison Street,
East Boston. This construction will involve approxi-

111. Continuation of the New Mystic Valley
Sewer.
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mately about 21,000 feet of relief sewer, varying from
8 feet 6 inches in diameter to 13 feet in diameter.

The Commission recommends that an appropriation of
$4,230,000 be made in 1938 to complete this branch of
the North Metropolitan System.

IV. Dredging and Improving a Portion of the

Upper Mystic Lake and a Portion of the

Aberjona River in Winchester.

For several years bills have been presented to the Leg-
islature to dredge and improve a portion of the Upper
Mystic Lake, but no relief has been given. Conditions
were so bad the past summer that the entire town of
Winchester was aroused, and emergency measures were
adopted by the Metropolitan District Commission, as-

sisted by the State Department of Public Health, in order
to relieve this nuisance. Large groups of men worked for
the greater part of the summer removing floating areas
of scum and filth that came to the surface from the bot-
tom of the lake. This was caused by the polluted matter
carried down the Aberjona River during the past few
years, and partly from the surcharging of the old North
Metropolitan Sewer into the Aberjona River, which
emptied into the Upper Mystic Lake. With the comple-
tion of the additional Mystic Valley relief sewer this
condition has been remedied.

Early in June attention was called to a large number of
midges (Chironomus) in the vicinity of the Upper Mystic
Lake. This insect resembled a mosquito which, although
it does not bite, results in a nuisance. About the first of
July, a large number of dead fish appeared along the shores
of the upper lake. The Department of Public Health
investigated and found that the large amount of putres-
cible organic matter in the upper lake was decomposing
rapidly because of the increased temperature of the water
in the lake. This condition resulted in the depletion of
the oxygen content of the water, and was particularly
unfavorable to the fish, but favorable to the hatching of
midges. As the warm weather continued and evapora-
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tion and reduced flow in the Aberjona River caused the
lowering of the lake, a very objectionable odor arose from
low water and exposed flats. This condition was so un-
bearable that residents living in the immediate vicinity
of the lake had to vacate their homes at a time of the
year when the greatest benefit of their property should
have been enjoyed.

The State Department of Public Health mounted a
pump on skids and with the assistance of this Depart-
ment sprayed the area with a solution of hypochlorite of
lime to reduce the odor. Men continued to remove the
sludge and refuse from the shores.

The upper portion of the Upper Mystic Lake that
should receive immediate attention has a water surface
of 42.5 acres, with mud ranging from 1 foot to 20 feet
in depth. Boating is impossible in certain parts, as the
depth of the water is too shallow to allow even a canoe
to float. A channel should be cleaned out to allow the
free flow of water from the Aberjona River to the larger
body of water of the upper lake, a distance of 2,000 feet.
Portions of the Aberjona River should also be cleared
to allow the free flow of water. The Commission strongly
urges that this menace to health, which also resulted in
the closing of a bathing beach used by thousands of
citizens each year, and which will recur each year, should
be given favorable consideration, and that an appro-
priation of 8150,000 be made.
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