
HOUSE No. 374

[Legal Affairs.]

Office of the Secretary,
Boston, January 5, 1938.

Clerk of the House of Representatives, State House, Boston , Massachusetts.
Dear Sir: Under the provisions of Article XLVIII

of the Amendments to the Constitution, “The Initia-
tive. 11. Initiative Petitions. Section 4”, I transmit
herewith an initiative petition, accompanied by a bill
entitled “An Act repealing the laws relative to horse
and dog racing under the pari-mutuel system of betting
and abolishing the State Racing Commission”. This
petition, signed by ten qualified voters, and with the
requisite certificate of the Attorney General attached,
was filed with the Secretary of the Commonwealth
September 1, 1937; and on November 13, 1937, 23,568
subsequent signatures of qualified voters had been filed.

Respectfully,

Clie Commontoealtb of Massachusetts

INITIATIVE PETITION OF WILLIAM E. BOYD
AND OTHERS.

FREDERIC W. COOK,
Secretary of the Commonwealth.
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Initiative Petition.
Pursuant to Article XLVIII of the Amendments to

the Constitution of the Commonwealth, the undersigned
qualified voters of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
hereby petition for the following proposed measure:

An Act repealing the laws relative to horse and dog racing

UNDER THE PARI-MUTUEL SYSTEM OF BETTING AND ABOLISHING THE
STATE RACING COMMISSION.

Be it Enacted by the People, and by their Authority.

Section seventeen of chapter six of the General Laws as amended
by section one of chapter three hundred and seventy-four of the Acts
of nineteen hundred and thirty-four is hereby further amended by
striking out after the word “library” in the eighth line the words:
“the state racing commission”.

Section forty-eight of chapter six of the General Laws, inserted by
section two of chapter three hundred and seventy-four of the Acts of
nineteen hundred and thirty-four, is hereby repealed.

Chapter one hundred and twenty-eight A of the General Laws,
inserted by section three of chapter three hundred and seventy-four
of the Acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-four, together with all
amendments thereto, which authorizes the racing of horses and dogs
and betting thereon under the pari-mutuel system, is hereby repealed.
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WILLIAM E. BOYD,
120 Melville Avenue, Boston.

WILLIAM P. SHINE,
233 Park Street, Boston.

FRED L. O’CONNOR,
95 Blue Hill Avenue, Boston.

JAMES F. O’ROURKE,
83 Old Harbor Street, Boston.

JOHN J. CANTY,
248 Grove Street, Newton

CHARLES J. HARMON,
14 Derby Street, Newton.

JOHN J. FAY,
71 Hamilton Street, Worcester.

JAMES F. O’BRIEN,
50 Greenhill Parkway, Worcester.

LOUIS A. BOULET,
194 Eugenia Street, New Bedford.

JOSEPH C. LARDNER,
223 Aquidneck Street, New Bedford.

Description.

The proposed measure amends section seventeen of
chapter six of the General Laws (Ter. Ed.), as amended
by section one of chapter three hundred and seventy-
four of the Acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-four,
so that the State Racing Commission will not serve under
the Governor and Council; and repeals section forty-
eight of chapter six of the General Laws (Ter. Ed.),
which section created the State Racing Commission; and
the proposed measure further repeals General Laws (Ter.
Ed.), chapter one hundred and twenty-eight A, together
with all amendments thereof, which chapter authorizes
the licensing of Horse and Dog Racing on which the Pari-
Mutuel System of betting is permitted.
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Certificate of the Attorney General.
I, Paul A. Dever, Attorney General of the Common-

wealth, hereby certify that the above-entitled measure to
which this certificate is annexed is in proper form for
submission to the people, and that it is not, either affirma-
tively or negatively, substantially the same as any meas-
ure which has been qualified for submission or submitted
to the people within three years of the succeeding first
Wednesday in December and that it contains only sub-
jects not excluded from the popular initiative and which
are related or which are mutually dependent.

PAUL A. DEVER,
Attorney General.


