
HOUSE .... No. 1205
B 3" Mr. Carlin of Boston, petition of Andrew F. Carlin for amend-

ment of the law relative to responsibility of children for support of
their needy parents. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act defining the responsibility of children for

THE SUPPORT Of NEEDY PARENTS.

1 Section 1. The liability of children for the sup-
-2 port of their parents shall be subject to the following
3 exemptions, based on status and earnings;

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cbr CommonUicaltb of sj^agsaclnisetts

4 1. Single persons, of either sex
5 Earning §1,300 per year or less wholly exempt.
6 31,300 to 31,560 per year (130.00 a week), exempt above $2.75
7 per week.
8 $1,560 to $1,820 per year ($35.00 a week), exempt above $3.25
9 per week.

10 $1,820 to $2,080 per year ($40.00 a week), exempt above $3.75
11 per week.
12 $2,080 to $2,340 per year ($45.00 a week), exempt above $4.25
13 per week.
14 $2,340 to $2,600 per year ($50.00 a week), exempt above $4.75
15 per week.
16 $2,600 to $2,860 per year ($55.00 a week), exempt above $5.25
17 per week.
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18 $2,860 to $3,160 per year ($60.00 a week), exempt above $5 75
19 per week.
20 Above $3,160 no exemption.
21 2. Married children with one dependent:
22 Earnings less than $2,000 per year full exemption.
23 $2,000 to $2,500 exempt above $2.00 per week.
24 $2,500 to $3,000 exempt above $4.00 per week.
25 $3,000 to $3,500 exempt above $6.00 per week.
26 $3,500 to $4,000 exempt above $7.50 per week.
27 3. Married children with two dependents receiving less than
28 $2,500 full exemption:
29 $2,500 to $3,000 exempt above $2.00 per week,
30 $3,000 to $3,500 exempt above $4.00 per week
31 $3,500 to $4,000 exempt above $6.00 per week
32 4. Married children with three dependents receiving less than
33 $3,000 full exemption:
34 $3,000 to $3,500 exempt above $2.00 per week.
35 $3,500 to $4,000 exempt above $4.00 per week.
36 5. Married children with four dependents receiving less than
37 $3,500 full exemption:
38 $3,500 to $4,000 exempt above $2.00 per week.
39 6. Married children with more than four dependents full
40 exemption up to $4,000.

41 The above exemptions are to be the same whether
42 one or both parents are being aided, but the aggre-
-43 gate of the contributions of all children shall not be
44 required to represent a total of more than thirty
45 dollars per month for each parent, or fifty dollars per
46 month for both parents, if living together, pro-rated
47 according to their earnings and the number of their
48 dependents, if any. Children whose income is above
49 four thousand dollars shall receive no exemption,
50 except in unusual cases in the discretion of the col-
-51 lecting agency.

1 Section 2. In determining questions of depend-
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2 ency under the preceding section, the following prin-
-3 ciples shall be observed; —lf a man and wife are
4 both working, neither shall be considered a dependent
5 one of the other. No part of the earnings of either
6 one shall be considered as revenue applicable to the
7 relief of the parents of the other. However, where
8 there is a joint income of a man and wife it should
9 be taken into account in determining the degree of

10 dependability of their children (if any) as provided
11 for in the above schedule.
12 Dependents within the meaning of the statute shall
13 include any blood relative of the contributor, pro-
-14 vided such relative does not come under the provisions
15 of the statute within which governmental aid is
16 provided.

1 Section 3. When a condition of dependency exists
2 in the case of any person sixty-five years of age or
3 over in this commonwealth and the contributions (if
4 any) as above provided for are less in the aggregate
5 than a total of three hundred and sixty dollars per
6 year for each person (husband and wife living to-
-7 gether excepted, in which case the total amount shall
8 be not less than six hundred dollars) the agency
9 charged with the responsibility of providing relief for

10 such needy persons shall pay to them from the funds
11 provided for the purpose, in semi-monthly instalments,
12 an amount sufficient to bring the total contribution
13 to such needy persons to the full amount of three
14 hundred and sixty dollars or six hundred dollars as
15 herein referred to.

1 Section 4. It shall be the duty of the agency
2 responsible for the administration of this act to
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3 secure, where possible, from each child of such de-
-4 pendent person or persons, a signed agreement to
5 contribute to their parents’ support in accordance
6 with the above schedule of contributions, and if any
7 such child shall fail to carry out the provisions of
8 said agreement he or she may be called before a com-
-9 mittee of such agency to show cause of their failure

10 to so contribute. If the cause of such failure is
11 deemed to be sufficient, then adjustment of the above
12 schedule shall be made. If the cause is not deemed
13 to be sufficient then a public hearing of the case may
14 be called for, either by the agency responsible for the
15 administration of the act or the person failing to make
16 the contribution agreed upon.


