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Executive Department

ate House, Boston, February 18, 1938.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

I am returning herewith without my approval House
Bill 155, entitled, “An Act regulating the Employment
of Certain Persons by the Department of Public Works.”

This bill inserts an additional section to chapter one

hundred and forty-nine of the General Laws designated
as section 27E.

Chapter one hundred and forty-nine of the General
Laws as amended by chapter four hundred and sixty-one
of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-five provides in
part as follows:

“In the employment of mechanics, teamsters, chauf-
feurs and laborers in the construction of public works
by the commonwealth, or by a county, town or district,
or by persons contracting or sub-contracting for such
works, preference shall first be given to citizens of the
commonwealth who have served in the army or navy of
the United States in time of war and have been honorably
discharged therefrom orreleased from active duty therein,
and who are qualified to perform the work to which the
employment relates; and secondly, to citizens of the
commonwealth generally, and, if they cannot be obtained
in sufficient numbers, then to citizens of the United
States, and every contract for such work shall contain a

provision to this effect. Each county, town or district in
the construction of public works, or persons contracting
or sub-contracting for such works, shall give preference to
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veterans and citizens who are residents of such county,
town or district.”

The part of section 26 just quoted is not repealed by
this bill.

The bill before me redistricts the personnel rather than
the highway districts. The redistricting of the personnel
will effect a noncompliance with the intent of section 26,
and in so doing would be inconsistent with the provisions
of said section.

Therefore, I am accordingly returning to your Honor-
able Bodies this bill without my signature.

CHARLES F. HURLEY,
Governor.


